
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au  www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au 
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March 2012 

MAYORAL REPORT 
Whether you believe in climate change or not the 
weather we have experienced in the Lockhart Shire 
over the last eighteen months is unprecedented. 
Once again a number of residents’ homes, 
businesses, farms and council infrastructure have 
been severely damaged by water inundation and 
flooding. Record totals of rain between 190 – 275 
millimetres were recorded throughout the Shire 
over a five day period. 
A total of 52 homes and businesses in Lockhart 
were inundated with storm water causing 
considerable damage. On average the water height 
was measured at 250 millimetres above the 2010 
flood levels. In The Rock 62 homes and 
businesses were inundated with the water level on 
average 100 millimetres higher than the 2010 
flood. Council itself suffered with both Lockhart and 
The Rock sewerage plants temporarily stopping, 
but fortunately due to the efforts of Essential 
Energy and Council staff the systems were back in 
action within 24 hours. 
Several bridges were washed away or undermined, 
these include the footbridge over the Brookong 
Creek at Lockhart and The Rock/Lockhart Road 
Bridge at the end of Urana Street The Rock. Strips 
of sealed roads were lifted and washed aside as 
well as many culverts exposed due to the gauging 
effect of the water. Many of our gravel roads have 
been stripped of their surface layer down to the 
base leaving a dangerous pavement for vehicles to 
drive upon. Fortunately our Engineering 
department have been able to source contractors 
together with the Shires grader crews to begin the 
long process of restoring the roads back to a 
trafficable standard. At present there are eight 
grader crews operating within the Shire. 
The swimming pools, the Rock Recreation ground, 
the Lockhart Show ground, the cabins in the 

Lockhart Caravan Park and the 
General Managers home all have 
varying amounts of damage. 
In the 2010 flood council’s insurance 
company covered the damage to 
these facilities, but unfortunately this 
time after the assessor has 
inspected the damage the indications are council 
will only be partially compensated. 
There have been a number of politicians and 
political representatives meeting with council and 
also inspecting the damage. On Wednesday the 
28th of March the Governor of NSW Her Excellency 
Professor Marie Bashir will visit The Rock and 
Lockhart towns to talk with affected residents to 
view the after effects of the water inundation. 
Council has endeavoured to keep Lockhart Shire at 
the forefront for compensation to our residents, 
small businesses and farmers. Our Lockhart Shire 
was one of the first to be declared a Natural 
Disaster area. This has enabled assistance to 
become available from both the State and 
Commonwealth Governments. 
Small business owners and primary producers are 
eligible under the National Disaster Relief and 
Recovery Arrangements to access up to 
$15,000.00 for clean up and recovery grants to be 
administered by the Rural Assistance Authority. 
The number to call is 1800 678 593. 
The Commonwealth Government also announced 
for the Residents of the Lockhart Shire who were 
severely affected by the recent flooding they may 
be eligible for a one off payment of $1,000.00 per 
adult and $400.00 for each child. The Centrelink 
number to call is 1802266 and the web site 
www.humanservices.gov.au.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mayoral Report 

Arrangements have also been made for Recovery 
Support Agencies from the New South Wales & 
Commonwealth Governments to visit the Shire on 
Thursday 29 March. The agencies will be available 
in the morning at The Rock Hall and the Council 
Chambers Lockhart in the afternoon. 
Representatives of these agencies will be able to 
assist you in the recovery process. 
Council itself will be holding Community Recovery 
meeting on Wednesday April 11th at The Rock and 
Thursday 12th April at Lockhart commencing at 
6.30pm. We also acknowledge there are some 
drainage issues within some of the towns and I 
invite interested residents of the Shire to summit 
their issues and solutions to the problems by 
documenting or photographing them. Send the 
information into council or give it to your Council 
Representative so that it can be discussed and 
costed. 
I know this report so far has portrayed a relatively 
pessimistic tone but I believe one of the positives 
of this disaster is that there was no loss of life and 

very little injuries sustained. This can be attributed 
to the Volunteers of the SES and RFS who did 
evacuate people prior to and during the event. 
They also have been the backbone during the 
clean up process. The ambulance service, the 
police, other community organisations, council 
employees and essential energy also worked hard 
to assist residents during the flooding.  
It was great to see communities working together 
to assist each other in a time of adversity and I 
would personally like to thank you all for your help. 
Well Done! 
 
Mayor  
Peter Yates 

(Continued from page 1) 

Community Meeting 
 

Council would like to invite members of the Lockhart Shire community to the following 
meetings to discuss the recent flooding events throughout the Shire. 
 
THE ROCK Wednesday 11 April 2012 at The Rock Memorial Hall - 6.30pm 
LOCKHART Thursday 12 April 2012 at Lockhart Council Chambers - 6.30 pm 
 
The purpose of the meetings is to provide information to the community on the damage 
throughout the Shire, the restoration works which have been undertaken, works still to 
be undertaken and allow community members to comment on their experiences during 
the events. 
 
All members of Lockhart Shire are encouraged and welcome to attend one or both 
events. 
 
Chris Gallagher 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Council Snippets - 19 March 2012 
Police & Community Consultation Committee 
The Police & Community Consultation Committee consists of representatives from the Lockhart Shire and 
meets each three months with senior representatives of the local Police Service. 
The Committee is established to enable members of the community to have direct access, via local 
representatives, to senior Police Officers to ensure that any concerns within the community can be 
provided to the Police Service for attention. 
The community members on the committee are Mr Bob Martin of The Rock, Mr Ross Edwards of Yerong 
Creek, Cr Peter Yates of Yerong Creek, Mrs Karen McPherson of Lockhart, Cr John Paterson of The Rock 
and Mr Chris Gallagher General Manager, and if you have any matters which you would like raised at 
these committee meetings please feel free to contact your local representative. 
Volunteers Week 2012 
The national Volunteer Week begins on Monday 14 to Sunday 20 May 2012 and Council has resolved to 
alter a previous decision and conduct community barbecues throughout the Shire during the national 
Volunteer Week. 
Arrangements will be formalised over the next few weeks with an invitation being extended to all 
volunteers throughout the Shire via the April Council newsletter which will provide the locations, dates and 
times for each of the 5 barbecues throughout the Shire. 
Council wishes to express it’s sincere thanks to the many volunteers throughout the Shire and encourages 
as many volunteers as possible to attend the local barbecue which will be held in your area. 
Born in the Lockhart Shire 
Council has agreed with a recommendation from the Tourism/Economic Development Steering Committee 
that investigations be held into the possibility of producing a prominent citizens “Hall of Fame”. 
It is noted that persons like Don Kendall, Donald Hazelwood, Norm Proven, Jack Crawford and Reg 
Gleeson are all products of the Lockhart Shire area and the potential for a “Hall of Fame” certainly exists. 
A further report will be brought back to Council in due course on whether or not this project will become a 
reality. 
Extensions of The Rock Memorial Bowling Club 
Council was advised that a meeting was held on 15 March 2012 between Council staff and Directors of 
The Rock Memorial Bowling Club and it is hoped that when some additional information is provided to 
Council that it will be possible for the Development Application to receive Council approval which will then 
allow the extensions to commence. 
Abbey Fellows – The Rock 
Council received and application form Miss Abbey Fellows of The Rock seeking a donation to assist in her 
training and playing netball throughout NSW as a member of the Southern Sports Academy. 
Miss Fellows was required to complete and submit the Application for Assistance form which was 
undertaken and Council has resolved to make a donation to Ms Fellows of $100. Council also wish Ms 
Fellows future success in her chosen sport. 
Official Opening of Lockhart Skate Park 
Council was advised that the official opening of the Lockhart Skate Park will be undertaken by the Member 
for Wagga Wagga, Mr Daryl Maguire MP, on Monday 16 April 2012 commencing at 2:30pm. 



4 

Community News 

 

REPORT DAMAGES AND LOSSES 
As areas throughout the Wagga Wagga Electorate begin and continue to recover from the floods, Local 
Member Daryl Maguire has encouraged farmers across the region to report their damage to the 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI).  
"I know that farmers will be out inspecting the damage. I would just like to stress how important it is to 
report all forms of damage – including stock and fodder losses, damage to crops, pastures, fencing, roads 
and other farm infrastructure," Mr Maguire said.  
"This information needs to be given to the DPI and can be done over the phone – 1800 814 647 or on line 
by going to damage.report@dpi.nsw.gov.au.  
"Even if you feel that you may not be entitled to any assistance, your reports of damage will help in 
planning future emergency responses and also have a part in decision making on any long term 
assistance and support that may be able to be accessed for farmers and rural and regional communities." 
Daryl Maguire said. 

Recovery BBQ  
Saturday 10 March 2012 

Thank you to Lockhart Rotary, Lockhart 
Lions and the Lockhart & District 
Community Bank for supporting such a 
positive event 
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Community News 

Lockhart Local Court 
Services 

The Local Court Office has moved from 
the Council Chambers, Green St, Lockhart, 
to make room for the new Council 
Administration Building.  Local Court Services 
can now be found at 9 Matthews Street, 
Lockhart (Council’s Medical Centre). 

The office is open the first and third Mondays 
of each month from 9:30am to 1:00pm and 
2:00pm to 3:30pm. 

Services available include: Births, Deaths & 
Marriages enquiries, family law, apprehended 
violence orders, advice on procedural matters 
relating to Court appearances, payment of 
court fines and civil claims matters.  
Assistance can be given in the making of 
Wills.  Marriages may also be conducted. 

As a Government Access Centre you may 
purchase fishing licences, obtain boating 
handbooks and many other publications. 

Please make use of the services provided by 
Lockhart Court House. Phone 6920 5533 or 
call in during opening hours. 

The Rock Red Cross Easter 
Fundraiser 

What:  Easter Bun Morning Tea 
When: Tuesday, 3rd April 2012 
Where: The Rock Bowling Club 
From:  10:00am 
Cost:  $5 ea 
Also:  Drawing of Easter Raffle 

Two Draws – Easter Eggs Tickets $1ea 
Come and Enjoy 

Contacts: 
Ann Taylor (Pres) 6920 2085 
Joy Schultz (Sec/Treas) 6920 2085 

 

Travelling over the Easter Break? 
 

 
1. Double demerit points will be in force across NSW from 
midnight on Wednesday 4 April until midnight Monday 9 April. 
2. Driver Reviver sites will be operating around the state at   
selected times over Easter. 
3. For information about Driver Reviver and tips on safe holiday 
driving go to www.rta.nsw.gov.au/hubpages/holiday_driving.html 
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Community News 

Digital Television Switchover 
On 5 June 2012, analog television services will be switched off permanently across our 
area and this means that from 5 June 2012 all free-to-air television services across the 
Shire will be broadcast in digital only. 
For most people the switch to digital television will be relatively straightforward and 
inexpensive. However, the government recognizes that some people may require 
additional, practical support to make the switch. To provide this assistance the 
Government has introduced the Household Assistance Scheme. 
The Scheme is available to people who have a working television, have not yet 
converted to digital television and receive the maximum rate of the Age Pension, 
Disability Support Pension, Carer Payment, Department of Veterans’ Affairs Service 
Pension or Income Support Supplement 
The Household Assistance Scheme includes, at no cost to eligible people, the supply 
and installation of a high definition set-top box by a government-contracted installer 
and, as necessary and where eligibility requirements are met, upgrading of antennas 
and cables. 
There are a wide variety of tools and information available to help people make the 
switch to digital television. The Digital Ready website www.digitalready.gov.au and 
Digital Ready Information Line 1800 20 10 13 are a good first point of call for anyone 
with questions. This line is open from 8.00am to 10.00pm seven days a week. There 
have been two Digital Switchover Liaison Officers appointed for our area - Ms Kylie 
Dunstan and Ms Christina Brunskill, who are able to be contacted through the Digital 
Ready Information Line above. 

 
Digital Ready Information days 

between 10am - 2pm 
The Rock 17th April outside the IGA , 

Lockhart 18th April outside IGA, 
Pleasant Hills 19th April at the Pleasant Hill Hotel 

The Rock Community 
Nurse  

contact details 
 

Phone/Fax:  02 6920 5309 
Mobile:   0427 1078 97 

 
Alternative leave a message with 
Lockhart Hospital  02 6920 5206 

Having Difficulty  
with your  

Mobile Phone  
Reception?? 
Contact the 

Telecommunication 
Ombudsman on  
1800 0620 58 
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PAYMENT OF RATES & CHARGES 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINES 

All articles for the next Newsletter need to be 
received no later than 4pm on 

Friday 13 April 2011 
Council would appreciate articles in word or 

publisher format, jpg is also acceptable. 
Placement of articles is subject to available space. 

Please no PDF’s 
Ph: (02) 6920 5305 Fax: (02) 

6920 5247 
or mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au 

Residents experiencing difficulty in paying their 
rates and charges are invited to discuss their 
particular circumstances with Council’s Director 
of Corporate Services on (02) 6920 5305 

Residents who have made a payment directly 
into Council’s bank account are asked to please 
notify Council of the payment they have made. 

If you receive a Pension you can apply for a 
Pension Rebate on your Rates if  the property on 
which you are applying for a Rebate is your 
principal place of residence. 

To avoid legal action on overdue rates or long 
term outstanding debts contact Council to 
make an arrangement to pay. 

Lockhart Caravan Park 
If you know someone looking for just the 
right place to set up camp with a tent or 
caravan, or looking to hire an on-site 
van, then Lockhart Caravan Park is just 
the place. 

Situated in Green Street, the caravan 
park is just 100 metres from the 

shopping area and within easy walking 
distance to all facilities. 

There are 21 sites, three unpowered and 
eighteen powered sites. 

Cabins situated at the park are currently 
unavailable due to flood damage. 

A wood barbecue is available as well as 
showers, toilets and a peaceful location. 

Contact the Manager on 0458 205 303  

for bookings. Next Council Meeting 
Monday 

16 April 2012 
Notice is given that Council’s Meeting for 

March will be held in the Council 
Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart. 

The meeting commences at 5.00pm  
members of the community are most 

welcome to attend 
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The events calendar is a tool that can be used 
by organisations to advertise AGM meetings 
and events. Advance notice of these events  
March 30 - Lockhart Deb Ball 
March 31 - Little Athletics AGM 
April 6 - Easter long weekend 
April 7 - Hume League football season 
commences. 
April 16 - Lockhart Skate Park Opening at 2.30pm 
April 17 - Graffiti Art at The Rock 
April 22 - Spirit of the Land Garden Walk 
April 23 - Business Enterprise Centre. 
Presented by: Graeme Sayer—Business 
Development Strategist strategic planning, finance 
and marketing, CEO Murray Hume & Riverina BECs 

May 13 Mother’s Day - Breast Cancer fund raising 
walk.  
May 27 - The Rock Markets Markets start at 8am 
and close at 1pm. Enjoy a leisurly Sunday stroll 
amongst the market stalls, pick up a bargain or that 
special item that you have always wanted. The 
Rock Markets not to be missed. 
 
If you have any events you would like included 
in the Events Calendar of the Shire please 
Contact: Ursula Jones Tourism & Economic 
Development Officer Lockhart Shire Council  
6920 5305 

LOCKHART SHIRE EVENTS CALENDAR 2012 

Official Opening - Visitor Information Centre  
Unfortunately the official opening of the Visitors Information Centre has been postponed due 
to the damage and subsequent clean‐up required after recent events.  
The Gunyah Museum and Information Centre is again taking shape, thanks to the efforts of the 
volunteers who assisted with the clean‐up. 
It is hoped the official opening of the Visitor Information Centre will be held as soon as possi‐
ble. 
When finalised, arrangements for the opening will be advertised in the Council newsletter to 
give members of community the opportunity to attend.  

What do you know about the Lockhart Shire History? 
Can you help? 
Calling for Community contributions to help develop a ‘Historical Trail’ we need; 

Information from members of the community. 
 Significant landmarks, buildings and historical events/ items in the community.  
Sites of former schools, post offices, sporting fields, marked/unmarked graves of early 

settlers. 
Visitors to the area are keen to understand the history of the area, having a structured ‘path’ 
to investigate the region would be helpful. Once produced, the brochure will be distributed via 
the visitor information centres. 
 If you are able to contribute to this project please forward information to 
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au or the Lockhart Shire Office, PO Box 21 Lockhart NSW 2656. 
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Community News 
Lockhart Lions Club RecyclingLockhart Lions Club RecyclingLockhart Lions Club Recycling   

Location:  Next to Uncle Toby’s Shed, northern side of railway line.  Entry from Brookong Street. 

Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, seven days a week 

Acceptable Items 
Paper/Magazines, Books (incl. phone books) Cardboard, Glass bottles & Jars (rinsed) 

Aluminium cans -Scrap aluminium, Plastics of any kind incl. bottles (rinsed), bags and wrapping 

Unacceptable Items 
Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene, Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, Heat-treated 

glass, Steel cans or drums 

Items we definitely don’t want -Soiled disposable nappies 

Be a responsible recycler.  To make our job easier please use receptacles provided.  Thank you 

 Due to a large back up of silage bags we are unable to accept anymore at this 
time. 

LOCKHART PRE-SCHOOL Kindergarten Inc. 
 

Is currently taking enrolments for 2012. 
 

If you are considering sending your Child to Preschool in 2012, we invite you  to call into the 
Preschool on Wednesday’s or Friday’s between 9.00am and 3.00pm  to pick up an information 

pack, or alternately you can contact the Preschool on 69205156 and we can post the information 
pack to you. 

 
Lockhart Preschool Kindergarten caters for Children 3 to 6 years. 

Magnolia Lodge, located in Green Street, 
Lockhart, is made up of nine single-bedroom, 
self-contained units for independent living.  
Each unit contains a Vital-Call 
e m e r g e n c y  s y s t e m , 
refrigerator and washing 
machine.   

Undercover car parking and 
storage facilities are also 
provided. 

Council currently has three vacant units 
available which is subject to the payment of 
an in-going contribution.   

For further information, or for 
an application form to be 
posted,  please contact 
Counci l ’ s  Manager  of 
Environmental Services,  
Mr Bob Crawford on 
(02) 6920 5305. 

MAGNOLIA LODGE 
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Local Church Services – April 

St John’s Presbyterian Church 
Les Bergmeier—6927 1144 

Cnr Hebden & Day St, Lockhart 
1st and 3rd Sundays—6pm 

2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays—8.45am 

All Welcome 

Lockhart Catholic Church 
8am St Mary's Lockhart on Sunday 
7pm Saturday, St Mary's Lockhart 

10am Sunday- Urangeline 1st and 3rd, Galore 2nd and 
4th 

For further information contact  
Father D. Howie on 6920 5446 

Lockhart Uniting Church 
 

1st,  9am Palm Sunday Lockhart 
6th,  GOOD FRIDAY 9am Lockhart 

10am Woodhaven 
8th, EASTER SUNDAY 9am Lockhart 

15th, 9am Lockhart 
22nd, 9am Lockhart 

Holy Communion 
29th, No morning service 

Film night 6pm 
Shared tea all welcome 

There will be no Sunday School during the school 
holidays 

Friendly Flicks Friday 20th April, 2pm at the Uniting 
Church. Gold coin donation. Afternoon tea provided. 

All welcome 
Bike for Bibles will be again visiting Lockhart and 

staying the night on Tuesday 17th April 
Any inquiries, ring Larraine Hoffmann, 6920 6233 

or 0429 206 233. 

Anglican Church of Australia 
Diocese of Riverina 

St Aidan’s Ministering Community 
Lockhart 

Worship Sundays, 9am 
Enquiries: Rev Nola Cox – 6920 5549 

Harvestlands Church 
Café  Church 

At The Old Bank Bakery 
9.30am Sunday 
All Welcome 

Enquiries: Marianne & Steve Train 
0427 241 021 

The Rock Uniting Church 
Ford Street, The Rock 

Rev. Alan Williams 

2ND SUNDAY – 9.30AM 

All Welcome 

CONTACT: (O2) 69202024 Or (02) 6920 3569 

The Rock 
St Peters Anglican Church 

Communion 1st Sunday each  
month at 9.30am 

3rd Sunday Morning Prayer 

Enquiries: Mrs J Heazlewood 0447 491 560 
Mrs M Vennell 6920 1067 

St Mary’s Parish, The Rock 
6.00pm, Saturday (vigil), Mangoplah 

8.30am, Sunday, Yerong Creek 
10.00am, Sunday, The Rock. 

Enquiries: Fr Steven Ledinich, 6920 2017. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Milbrulong  
Phone 02-69206226 with enquiries 
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Schedule-April 
Lockhart 

3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 

Milbrulong 
3rd & 17th 

Pleasant Hills 
23rd 

Yerong Creek & The Rock 
5th & 19th 

www.rrl.nsw.gov.au 

Rubbish Tip Opening Times 

 Each TUESDAY Each 
WEDNESDAY 1st & 3rd SUNDAY 2nd & 4th 

SUNDAY  

Lockhart  8.30am – 10.30am 12.00pm – 3.00pm  

The Rock  1.00pm – 3.00pm  12.00pm-3.00pm 

Yerong Creek 1.30pm – 3.30pm    

Pleasant Hills 10.00 am – 12.00pm    

Milbrulong 8.00am – 9.00am    

Roads & Traffic Authority 
 

The RTA visits Lockhart (9 Matthews Street) 
once a month on a Tuesday. 

To book a driving test, or for more 
information, please phone 

Wagga Wagga RTA on 13 2213 

BUILDING REPAIRS/RENOVATIONS 
AFTER FLOOD DAMAGE 

Following the recent unfortunate floods, it is 
likely that significant repairs and/or 
renovations will be required to flood affected 
homes in the Shire. In some cases it may be 
necessary, depending on the extent of the 
damage to be repaired, to obtain the prior 
consent of Council before the repairs begin. 
If you wish to discuss this matter in regard to 
your house, please contact 
Council on 6920 5305 to speak with  
Mrs Birgit Ronnfeldt or  
Mr R Crawford  
Director of Environmental Services 
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Brookong Nook Craft Shop 
Green Street Lockhart  

Come in and browse you’ll be amazed 

Goods for sale: All varieties of home made Jams, Pickles, Relishes, Lemon 
Butter, Local Honey, Free Range Eggs, Olive Oil, Goats Soap. 

Cooking: Apple or Apricot Pies, Fruit Rolls, Various small tarts, 

Handcrafts: knitted scarf’s – all lengths & colours in latest fashion yarns, 
baby jackets & Children’s jumpers, bibs & singlet’s, knitted berets/hats, 

rugs, dressed dolls and new born baby necessities in a gift basket. Many 
other assorted handcrafts and gifts 

Great place for that special gift at reasonable prices. 

Orders taken if  unavailable on the day. 

Do your children enjoy running, jumping, throwing? 
Do you want them to maintain their fitness outside of other sports? 

Have you considered them joining Little Athletics? 
Then you are welcome to come to ... 

 
Annual Awards Presentation 

& 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Saturday 31 March 2012 

 
11 am 

 
Lockhart Recreation Ground 

 
All Welcome 

 
Little Athletics - a great way to maintain fitness and have fun at the same time. 

 
For 4 to 17 years old 

 
Lockhart & District Centre, for its size, is one of the best equipped in NSW. 

Help to ensure Little Athletics continues in your Community. 
For more information, contact Shirley Morgan 69295237 
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Health & Associated Services 

OPTOMETRIST 

Russell and Chalker EyecarePlus visit 
Lockhart regularly for comprehensive 
consultations including glaucoma testing, 
cataract  assessments ,  macular 
degeneration. 

Adults and children’s assessments, and 
Veteran’s Affairs patients welcome.  
Spectacle frames available. 

For Appointments Phone:  
(02) 6921 8833. 

Home Care Service of NSW 
Lockhart/Urana/The Rock 

Enquiries: 6920 5286 
Co-ordinator - Robyn Pearse 

We provide the following services: 
− Domestic Assistance 
− Personal Care 
− Respite Services 

Referral Intake: 1300 881 144 

X-RAY SERVICE 
X-ray services are available every 
second Monday at Lockhart & 
District Hospital.  A referral from 

the doctor is required. 

PODIATRIST 
Wagga Foot Clinic attends Lockhart 
Community Health Centre monthly. 

For appointments phone 6921 1783. 

WEDNESDAY—Bus to Wagga 
Depart for Wagga 
Lockhart Post Office 8.30 am 
The Rock Post Office 9:00 am 
K-Mart Car Park 9.30 am 
Depart for Lockhart 2.00 pm 
The Rock 2.30 pm 
Lockhart  3.00 pm 

2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
Bus to Albury 

Depart Lockhart 7.30 am 
Depart Urana 8.00 am 
Depart Oaklands 8.30 am 
Arrive Albury 9.45 am 
Depart  2.00pm 

First preference for Albury service is 
given to Urana Shire residents.  

We take bookings for Lockhart Shire 
residents when seats are available. Please 

phone to be placed on the waiting list  

We are unable to transport 6 years and 
under.  7—18 years require a companion. 

COST OF TRANSPORT 
Lockhart to Wagga -$15.00  
Lockhart to Albury $20.00 

The Rock to Wagga - $10.00  
Urana to Albury $15.00 

Connection for Urana to Wagga available on 
request. 

Bookings Essential—6920 4162 

Lockhart and District Community Services  
2011 Bus Timetable 

Please note the Monday bus service is no longer available. 
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Health & Associated Services 

Red Cross Mobile Blood Bank 
The Donormobile parks outside the Council Chambers on Green Street, Lockhart, every 

three months on a Wednesday and Thursday, and they would love to see some new donors. 

Next Visit: 

Wednesday 2nd & Thursday 3rd May 

Contact Susan Gooden on 6927 1134 to make an appointment. 

Lockhart Community Health 
Services 

Lockhart Community Health Nurses are 
available for self-referral Mon, Tues, Wed, 

Fri, ph: 6920 5309 

The Rock Community Health Nurses are 
available for self-referral Mon, Wed, Fri, ph: 

6920 5309 or 6920 2066 

Early Childhood Clinics—Wed, Lockhart 
–Thurs, The Rock 

Other services available include: 
Physiotherapy—Wed, ph: 6920 5206 

Women’s Health—6920 5309 for appt 
X-ray, Optometrist, Podiatrist—see ads on 

opposite page. 

Lockhart and District 
Community Services 

Office at the Medical Centre Lockhart is 
open between  

9.00am-1.00pm and 1.30pm-3.00pm. 
Monday - Friday. 

For all enquiries or transport bookings 
please ring the office in the mornings, on 

02 6920 4162.  

If the office is unattended in the 
afternoons due to service demands, please 

leave a message and we will contact you 
as soon as possible. 

HEARING TESTS/HEARING AIDS 
Terence Ryan Hearing Aids are now visiting 
Lockhart every 4th Thursday at Lockhart & 
District Community Services. 

• Hearing tests for all ages—FREE for 
eligible pensioners 

• Hearing aid fittings and prescriptions 

• Hearing aids to suit all needs and 
budgets 

• Repairs and service 

• Home visits available by appointment 

• Employer audios 

• Custom made swim plugs 

Phone 1300 345 667 to make an 
appointment. 

beyondblue 
Council has a limited 
supply of books and 
DVD’s available for 

interested persons to 
borrow. 

Ask at reception or access the beyondblue 
website, www.beyondblue.org.au, or the 

beyondblue info line 1300 22 4636 
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The Rock & District Playgroup 

Meets Fridays 10am - 12pm 

 The Rock Preschool King Street  

The Rock 

For all children from birth—5yrs 

 and all carers, 

 mums, dads and grandparents 

Bring the kiddos for a play while you enjoy a 
coffee… 

For more information contact  

Connie 0428719576  Naomi  0431203412 

Di 0429160381  Emma 0418964114 

 
 
 

Toy library 
Due to Flood Damage the Toy Library is closed 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  PLEASE CALL MEGAN DELPHIN  

Ph: 0459 2047 84 

The Rock & District Meals on Wheels and Friendship Club 
‘Serving our Community’ 

Come and join our Friendship Club 
Tuesdays 10.00am— 3.00pm & Thursdays 10.00am-3.00pm 

Volunteers are always in demand to assist with our programmes to help our older and 
disabled citizens Just call (02) 6920 2500 and have a chat with our friendly co-ordinators. 

Are you eating regular meals?  
Is it getting too difficult for you to shop? Do you care for an older or disabled 

person? Do you have a short term illness? Are you in a crisis? We may be able 
to help! For a free confidential assessment call (02) 6920 2500. 
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The Rock Op-Shop 
 

Open 
 Wed - Sun  
10am - 4pm 

Contact Lynly Boyle 
Ph: 6920 1522 

All clothes, shoes and bags $1.00 
only 

 

 
 
 

Council Catering 
 

Council is seeking expressions of interest 
from Community Groups to cater for Coun-

cil’s Monthly Council Meeting for up to 
three meetings. 

For further information please call Council. 
Phone: 6920 5305. 

Snowy Hydro 
SouthCare Rescue 

Helicopter 
Over the last 14 years the Snowy Hydro 
SouthCare Rescue Helicopter has been saving 
lives in our region. Our local aero medical rescue 
helicopter has provided residents and visitors to 
our Council area a second chance at life by 
airlifting them to major hospitals for further care. In 
2010/2011 92% of the missions were outside of 
the ACT in South Eastern NSW. The Rescue 
Helicopter Service has completed over 4,500 
missions, impacting on thousands of lives. 
 
The helicopter’s annual running costs exceed $6 
million, and whilst this is partly covered by the 
NSW and ACT Governments, it must also be 
supplemented by funding from the Snowy Hydro 
SouthCare Helicopter Fund through sponsorship 
and general donations. A combination of 
community donations, corporate sponsorships 
and Council support will all contribute to keeping 
the service in the air saving lives long into the 
future. 
 
If you would like to donate to this most worthwhile 
service please contact  
E: info@snowyhydrosouthcare.com.au  

Further information Contact:Josette Willis 
M: 0418 606 141 H: 0269 293 728 
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LOCKHART MEMORIAL HALL 
HALL HIRE 

FULL DAY $110.00 
HALF DAY $  66.00 
NIGHT $165.00 

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR HIRE: 
Tables, Chairs, Crockery 

Please contact Lockhart Shire Council 
Phone: (02) 6920 5305 

The Rock Preschool Inc. 
Monday-Thursday 

$10.00 per day 
Please contact Nicole or Jess 

Ph: 6920 2455 
email: therockps@gmail.com 

The Rock Preschool is a “Not for 
Profit” Community Based 

Organisation 

PLEASANT HILLS PRESCHOOL 
Now taking enrolments for 

2012 
For information please 

contact Megan on 
6929 6134. 

Urana Shire Council Newsletter 
The Urana Shire Council monthly 

newsletter is available from Council’s 
office – 65 Green Street, Lockhart, and our 

newsletter similarly from Urana Shire 
Council. 

THE ROCK GOLF CLUB 
The Rock Golf Club are seeking historical 

information from people within the district for 
inclusion in our Centenary Book to be published in 

2014. 

Please contact President John Jarick 6920 2120 or 
Sec. Col  Stewart 6920 1404. 

LOCKHART GOLF CLUB 
Golf for everyone! 

Saturday Morning Early Birds 
Tee-Off 7am, 9 holes, $5 

Sunday evening Night Owls 
Tee-off 5pm, 9 holes, $5 

WINTER COMPETITIONS START IN APRIL 
Men’s - Saturday April 7, 12noon tee-off 

Ladies - Wednesday April 11, 10.30am tee-off 
Mixed - Sunday April 8, 12noon tee-off 

Annual General Meeting 
Monday April 30, 7.30pm 

More information phone  
Ian - 0429 807 585, 
Denis - 6920 5169,  
Sandra - 6920 4474 

Lockhart Central Rural Fire Service Brigade 
Looking for new members 

 Phone Peter Wiggins 0428 516 095 

Public Information 
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Lockhart Senior Citizens 
All gatherings held at the Lockhart 

Ex-Servicemen’s Club 

1.30 Monday, 2nd April - Cards 

1.30pm Monday, 9th April - Meeting 
followed by Bingo & Afternoon Tea 

11.30am Sunday, 15th April - BBQ 

1.30 Monday, 16th April - Cards 

1.30pm Monday, 23rd April - Bingo 

1.30pm Monday, 30th April - Cards 

Our next Meeting will be on Monday 9th 
April 

Lockhart Seniors News   
All meetings held at the 

Lockhart Ex-Servicemen’s Club  
President Betty Quee welcomed 26 

members to our March meeting. The 
activities for Seniors Week beginning 
on the 18th March was discussed and 
finalised. President asked members 
about our next meeting falling on 

Easter Monday and did they want to 
change the date? After a general 

discussion it was decided to keep it 
as it is, so our next meeting will be 
on the 9th April (Easter Monday) 
followed by bingo, all welcome to 

come. 
Betty Powter (Sec) 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 
FORMS 

For some small building jobs and other 
developments it is possible that no approval is 
required from Council.  Contact Council for 
clarification.  Otherwise, it is likely that a 
completed “Development Application” form 
would need to be submitted to Council with 
drawings. 

The Development Application and approval 
process, regulated by the State Government 
through local councils, is aimed to ensure that 
the various regulations are complied with and 
that a detailed, written record is kept for the 
future.   

Councils are required to obtain certain specific 
information so the standard development 
application form used may in some cases seem 
complex.  Council staff are able to assist with 
completion of forms. 

Contact Council for clarification of any matter 
concerning Development Applications 
02 6920 5305. 

The Rock Central School  
is now taking enrolments for  

Kinder  
for 2012 

Do you have a child, or someone you 
know have a child, turning 6 before 

31st July, 2012? 

please contact  
The Rock Central School on  

Ph: 6920 2132 
Fax: 6920 2023 
Email: therock-

c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
to enrol 

Public Information 
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School News 
St Joseph’s School  
This year we welcome Sophie Cheney to our staff. Sophie is team teaching on the Year 2 class as well as 
doing a day with the 3-6 class. We also welcome Maryanne Chant and Naomi Fox as teacher assistants. 
We had 16 new Kinder enrolments to start the year and they have all settled in well. 
Congratulations to our school captains for 2012, Paige Brown and Ed Perryman and to our sports 
captains, Alex McDonnell (Blue House) and Xavier Atkins, Clare Gooden and Emily Schneider (Gold 
House). 
Blue House were the winners at our school swimming carnival with Harrison Brown, India Burkinshaw, 
Charlie Douglas, Victoria Rockliff, Xavier Atkins and Zoe Douglas being champions for the day. Some of 
our swimmers travelled to the Deanery carnival at Junee and then five students were selected to attend 
the Diocesan carnival at Leeton. 
The Environmental Education unit visited our school in February which was attended by the whole school 
in various sessions, with the emphasis being on recycling. 
Ed Perryman attended the Diocesan cricket trials and was selected to attend the next stage to be held in 
Temora. We wish him all the best 
Our school participated in National Schools Clean-up day (albeit one week late due to the weather) and 
managed to make our school and surrounds much cleaner and tidier. 
We were very fortunate that the recent floods did not reach our classrooms but there was still a lot of mud 
and dirt lying around. It was wonderful to have so many parents assisting with our cleanup before our 
return to school. 
We recently had some senior students from our school represent us at Deanery netball and football trials 
in Wagga and Ganmain. Well done to all of them and congratulations to Ed Perryman who has made it to 
the Diocesan trials. 



21 

School News 
Lockhart Central School  
The flood last has had a big impact on our local community and directly affected the school. Due to this event we lost 
8 learning spaces, including the library, gym, industrial art rooms and general classrooms, as well as a number of 
storage areas. Although these rooms will be out of action we have made arrangements for the students to continue 
with their learning. Primary classrooms have been relocated to other rooms and normal primary classes resumed last 
week. Secondary students were given the opportunity to participate in structured lessons or volunteering in the local 
community last week. A number of our students worked at the museum helping with the clean up, cleaned fences 
around the town and helped at the school cleaning up and relocating equipment. All Secondary classes return to 
normal learning this week, although maybe in different rooms. Students will receive a modified timetable explaining the 
room changes. Arrangements have been made for practical Industrial Tech metals lessons to be conducted at 
Kooringal High on Wednesday afternoon. This will start in a couple of weeks.  
Work has already been started to repair damaged rooms. A big thank you must go to the rural fire brigades that 
helped with the clean up last week and the community members who came to the school to offer their assistance. You 
will notice that fences have been erected around work sites, this means that some gates will not be open as normal, 
we apologise for the inconvenience but ask that you assist us in keeping students safe by dropping them off and 
picking them up at open gates.  
The student population has also lent support to both the school in our clean-up activities but also throughout the 
community with students helping clean out homes, business houses and the Lockhart Museum. Thankyou to the 
student population for your help and support.   
The Excursions organised for this term are still running. Years 9 & 10 will be travelling to Ulladulla , whilst Years 11 & 
12 will have two opportunities to travel to Sydney this term. A group of students are travelling to Sydney to see the 
play, The Shoe-horn Sonata. In Week 11, students in the Senior Access program have been included in a cross-
curricular Sydney excursion. I am sure these excursions will give students many opportunities to extend their learning 
and life experiences.  

Student Representative Council  
The Students Representative Council (SRC) were introduced at morning assembly. I would like to congratulate these 
students for agreeing to undertake leadership roles within the school and I look forward to working with you to 
continue to improve LCS.  
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Lockhart Student Receives Rotary Scholarship 
Laurelle Morgan was recently awarded a Rotary Club of 
Sydney/Soukup Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship 
will support Laurelle’s studies in a Bachelor of Psychology 
at the University of Wollongong this year. 
The Rotary Club of Sydney/Soukup Memorial Scholarship 
supports young Australians undertaking or proposing to 
undertake further education or training at recognised 
universities, TAFE or private colleges in Australia. 
The opportunity for Laurelle to apply for the Rotary 
Scholarship was made possible by the Lockhart and 
District Education Fund, which is a member of the 
Country Education Foundation of Australia (CEFA). 
Through CEFA’s relationship with the Rotary Club of 
Sydney, the Lockhart and District Education Fund and 
CEFA’s other 41 local committees are encouraged to 
promote the Rotary Scholarship within their local region. 
Applications are then presented to the Rotary Club of 
Sydney selection panel for them decide on their recipients 
for the coming academic year. 
Laurelle was one of the fourth-year of recipients to be 
awarded this Scholarship. Students from CEFA 

communities within rural and regional areas of Australia 
have been receiving Rotary Scholarships since 2009 and 
members of the Rotary Club of Sydney are consistently 
impressed with the high calibre of CEFA applicants and 
the commitment with which they approach their study and 
training goals. 
Annabel Gay, CEO of CEFA, said of the Scholarship, 
“The costs of young Australians in rural and regional 
areas accessing further education and vocation 
opportunities, as compared to their metropolitan 
counterparts, are substantial and can often be prohibitive. 
Laurelle receiving a Rotary Club of Sydney/Soukup 
Memorial Scholarship will be a welcome relief to the 
financial burden of post high school education and a 
timely message of support and encouragement. We are 
very proud of Laurelle and look forward to following her 
progress as she pursues her aspirations.” 
For more information regarding CEFA and the Lockhart 
and District Education Fund please contact 1300 652 144 
or visit www.cef.org.au. 

FLOOD RECOVERY SUPPORT 
for residents of Lockhart Shire 

Thursday 29 March 2012 

 
The Rock, Memorial Hall 9am‐12pm 

Lockhart Council Chambers 
1.30pm‐4.30pm 

 
AGENCIES INCLUDING: Department of Primary Industries, Disaster Welfare Services, 
Legal Aid NSW, Community Health, CommuniCare5000 and Centrelink will be avail‐

able to provide information and support. 
 

Enquiries can be made by calling 6921 5001 
 

Recovery services will continue to be provided at the Wagga Wagga Recovery Centre. 
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Telstra Child Flight 
The ‘flying intensive-care’ bed for critically ill kids  

is looking for local Livestock Agents and people in the cattle industry who have a compassion for kids. 
As the only emergency helicopter service especially for children and newborns, the charitable organisation is looking 
to raise urgently needed funding via livestock sales.  
 
Angela Burns, Child Flight’s Community and Support Group Coordinator explained: 

‘We had a supporter from Cooma offer to donate the proceeds of the sale of one of his weaner calves from 
the Monaro Livestock Sale. His livestock agent also kindly agreed to waive his normal fee on the auction. It 
was a great gesture and very much appreciated by us. We are asking others in the industry if they would 
care to follow his lead.’  

Child Flight needs to raise some 45% of their funding from community and business support and are active in the 
Riverina area, with some 268 missions to major hospitals, where the critically ill kids and newborns get the specialised 
care they urgently need. 
Anyone who would like more information about livestock auctions can contact Angela on 0419 213 541. 
Telstra Child Flight is the only emergency helicopter in Australia dedicated to critically ill NSW/ACT kids. To make a 
donation, go to www.telstrachildflight.org.au or call 1800 244 531. 
Ends 

HEALTH WARNING AS MOSQUITO NUMBERS ON 
THE RISE 

Murrumbidgee Local Health District is warning residents 
to take extra precautions and protect themselves against 
mosquitoes following the recent heavy rains and floods 
across the region. 
People need to take steps to avoid mosquito bites and 
should also clean up around the home to remove poten-
tial mosquito breeding sites.  
Director Public Health Tracey Oakman said the next few 
weeks will be ideal breeding conditions for mosquitoes 
which carry human diseases like Ross River virus, Bar-
mah Forest virus and Kunjin viruses. 
“These infections can cause symptoms including tired-
ness, rash, fever, and sore and swollen joints. The symp-
toms usually resolve after several days, but some people 
may experience these symptoms for weeks or even 
months,” Mrs Oakman said. 
Avoiding mosquito bites will be especially important over 
Easter when many people may be enjoying outdoor activi-
ties such as camping or fishing in areas with high mos-
quito numbers. 
Mosquitoes that carry these viruses are usually most 
active in the hours after sunset and again around dawn. 
Simple steps to avoid being bitten by mosquitoes include: 

• When outside cover up as much as possi-
ble with light-coloured, loose-fitting clothing 
and covered footwear.  

• Use an effective repellent on all exposed 
skin. Re-apply repellent within a few hours, 
as protection wears off from perspiration, 
particularly on hot nights. The best mos-

quito repellents contain Diethyl Toluamide 
(DEET) or Picaridin.  

• The stronger the concentration of an insect 
repellent, the less frequently it will need to 
be applied to stop mosquito bites. Repel-
lents containing low concentrations of 
DEET or Picaridin provide shorter periods 
of protection and need to be reapplied 
more frequently so it's important to read the 
product information.  

• Topical repellents are not recommended for 
use on children under 3 months. Use of 
physical barriers such as netting of prams, 
cots and play areas is preferred. Repellents 
containing less than 10% DEET or Picaridin 
are safe for older children if applied accord-
ing instructions. Parents or carers should 
apply repellent.  

• Light mosquito coils or use vaporising mats 
indoors. Devices that use light to attract 
and electrocute insects are not effective.  

• Cover all windows, doors, vents and other 
entrances with insect screens. 
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Community Recovery 
Assistance 
The Australian Government Disaster Recovery 
Payment (AGDRP) is available to assist people 
who have been adversely affected by the flooding 
that began in February 2012 in affected local 
government areas in Southern New South Wales. 
If you or someone you know has been affected by 
this disaster you shouldcontact us to check your 
eligibility. You have until 21 September 2012 to 
claim. 
What is the AGDRP? 
The Australian Government Disaster Recovery 
Payment, or the AGDRP, is a one-off payment for 
people who have been adversely affected by a 
disaster. 
If you are eligible you will receive: 
• $1000 per adult 
• $400 for each child (under 16 years of age). 
Who is eligible to receive the payment? 
You, your partner and/or children may be 
eligible to receive the AGDRP if you: 
• are an Australian resident, and 
• are 16 years or older or are receiving 
a social security payment, and 
• have not already received an 
Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment 
for the disaster and have experienced one or more 
of the following: 
– you have been seriously injured, or 
– you are the immediate family member of an 
Australian killed as a direct result of the disaster, or 
– your home has been destroyed or has sustained 
major damage, or 
– you have been stranded in your home, or unable 
to gain access to your home, for a period of at least 
24 hours, or 
– your home was without electricity, 
water, gas, sewage services or 
another essential service for a 
continuous period of 48 hours, or 
– you are the principal carer of a dependent child 
who has experienced any of the above. 
Evidence of damage to your home may be required 
before we can approve your claim. 
How do I claim? 

You can: 
• claim online at humanservices.gov.au  
You may need to register for online services first. 
• call us on 180 22 66 
• complete, sign and take your claim 
form to your nearest Australian Government 
Department of Human Services Service Centre or 
Agent, or 
post to: 
Emergency Processing Centre 
Reply Paid 7815 
Canberra BC 
ACT 2610 
You can also fax your form to 
1300 727 760. Please ensure any accompanying 
documentation is also clearly identified with your 
name. 
How is the payment made? 
Payments will be made to a bank, building society 
or credit union account held in your name. A joint 
account is acceptable. If you do not have an 
account 
or are unable to access your account, please talk to 
us about alternative arrangements. 
What information do I need to provide? 
Before you can get paid, you (and your partner) 
may need to show us proof of identity (e.g. driver’s 
licence or passport) and evidence you are eligible 
for this payment (e.g. hospital admission, evidence 
of damage to principal home). Even if you cannot 
provide this immediately, you should lodge a 
claim without delay and provide the supporting 
documents to us within 14 days. 
How long do I have to claim the payment? 
You have until 21 September 2012 to complete and 
lodge your claim for this payment. 
What other assistance is available? 
Our social workers can provide counselling, support 
and information regarding services available. Call 
180 22 66 to arrange to speak with a social worker. 
Do you use Centrepay? 
If you are a current customer using Centrepay you 
should contact us on 132 850 as soon as possible if 
you want to stop or change your deductions. 
For more information 
Call us on 180 22 66, visit your nearest Australian 
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Government Department of Human Services 
Service Centre 
or Agent or go to our website at 
humanservices.gov.au 
To speak to us in languages other than English, call 
131 202. 
Terms and Conditions for SMS 
We may send you information messages 
appropriate to your circumstances. No Australian 
Government Department of Human Services 
generated SMS or email will contain your name or 
contact details. You will not be required to respond 
by SMS or email to any Australian Government 
Department of Human Services generated 
messages. These services are voluntary and you 
are able to withdraw at any time. We will not include 
direct links to any website within an email from this 
service. The Social Security (Administration) Act 
1999 and the Electronic Transactions Act 1999 
together enable the Australian Government 
Department of Human Services to send SMS 
notifications to customers covering the types of 
decisions set out in this claim. 
Privacy and your personal information 
Centrelink, Medicare, Child Support and CRS 
Australia are all part of the Australian Government 
Department of Human Services. Personal 
information held by the Australian Government 
Department of Human Services is protected by law, 
including the Privacy Act 1988. The authority to 
collect this information is contained in the social 
security law. 
The information you provide when you claim will be 
used to determine your eligibility for payments and 
suitable services to you and, where relevant, third 
parties. This information may also be used to detect 
or prevent fraud and/or recover overpayments. 
The information may also be used by other areas 
within the Australian Government Department of 
Human Services, as authorised by Commonwealth 
law. The Australian Government Department of 
Human Services may disclose limited personal 
information about you to individuals when your 
circumstances affect their entitlement to payments 
and services. 
This information may be disclosed to the Attorney-
General’s Department, the Department of 

Immigration and Citizenship and their service 
providers, or as authorised or required by law. 
Relevant information from your claim may be given 
to Australian and State Government Departments 
and Agencies who are involved in the joint 
administration of this disaster. The Australian 
Government Department of Human Services may 
give your information (including information that you 
have received assistance from the Australian 
Government Department of Human Services) to 
humanitarian, welfare and charitable organisations 
for the purposes of providing assistance to persons 
affected by the major Disaster. Limited personal 
information collected from you may also be used to 
conduct customer research run by the Australian 
Government Department of Human Services, 
government departments or by research 
organisations on their behalf. Your participation in 
customer research is valued, however if you do not 
wish to take part please call the Customer Relations 
number on FreecallTM 1800 050 004 or refer to the 
factsheet titled Market research and you for more 
information. The Australian Government 
Department of Human Services can give your 
information to other persons, bodies or agencies 
without your permission in circumstances where 
Commonwealth legislation requires or authorises 
the disclosure. You can get more information from 
the factsheet titled Your Right to Privacy. You can 
get this by going to our website at centrelink.gov.au 
or by calling us on 180 22 66 or from any Service 
Centre. 
Disclaimer 
The information contained in this publication is 
intended only as a guide to payments available. 
What are your responsibilities? 
It is your responsibility to decide if you wish to apply 
for a payment and to make the application, having 
regard to your particular circumstances. The 
information is accurate as at 21 March 2012 but 
may change. If you use this publication after that 
date, please check with us that the details are up to 
date. What if you deal with a third party? You 
may deal with a third party who is not a member of 
our staff. If you do so, please remember that we 
have not 
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NSW Natural Disaster 
 Assistance Schemes  

The following schemes are available 
under the NSW Disaster Assistance 
Arrangements. More information on these 
schemes can be found in the NSW 
Disaster Assistance Guidelines, available 
through the Ministry for Police and 
E m e r ge nc y  S e r v i c e s  w e bs i t e : 
www.emergency.nsw.gov.au 
 
Personal Hardship and Distress 
Assistance  
The Ministry for Police and Emergency 
Services can provide disaster relief grants 
to eligible individuals and families whose 
homes and essential household items 
have been destroyed or damaged by a 
natural disaster. People with limited 
financial resources and no insurance may 
be eligible for assistance for essential 
household items and structural repairs to 
the home.  
Inquiries about the disaster relief grants 
and the eligibility criteria may be made by 
calling 1800 018 444. 
  
Website: www.community.nsw.gov.au 
  
Primary Producers Loans  
Loans of up to $130,000 are available 
(subject to certain eligibility criteria), at a 
concessional interest rate for those in 
urgent need. These loans may be used to 
meet carry-on requirements and the 
replacement and repair of damage not 
covered by insurance. The NSW Rural 
Assistance Authority administers this 
scheme. Inquiries should be directed to 
the Authority on 1800 678 593. 
  
Website: www.raa.nsw.gov.au 
  
Primary Producers Transport Subsidies 
Transport freight subsidies of up to 50 per 
cent on the carriage of livestock and 

fodder are available to help primary 
producers. The maximum subsidy 
available is $15,000 per annum. Inquiries 
should be made to the nearest 
Department of Primary Industries office. 
The public inquiry number is 1800 814 
647. 
  
Website: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au 
  
Small Businesses  
Loans of up to $130,000 are available at a 
concessional rate to small businesses 
affected by disasters and which meet 
certain eligibility criteria. This finance  
is available to those unable to obtain 
assistance through normal channels. The 
NSW Rural Assistance Authority 
administers this scheme. Inquiries should 
be directed to the Authority on  
1800 678 593.  
 
Website: www.raa.nsw.gov.au 
  
Trustees of Parks and Reserves  
Provided the facilities concerned 
constitute "public assets", grants may be 
made available to those parties (e.g. 
trustees) responsible for managing Crown 
Land, parks and reserves, who do not 
have the financial capacity to meet 
restoration costs from their own resources. 
Department of Primary Industries – 
Catchments and Lands Division. 
administers this scheme. The contact 
person is Helen Muldoon on (02) 8258 
7424. 
  
Website: http://www.crownland.nsw.gov.au 
  
Sporting Clubs  
A special scheme is available to assist 
sporting clubs in meeting the costs of 
restoration of essential club facilities that 
have been damaged or destroyed. The 
assistance is made available to those 



27 

clubs which do not have the financial 
capacity to meet restoration costs from 
their own resources, but which have the 
capacity to repay any loan that may be 
granted. Under these arrangements the 
maximum assistance available is $12,000, 
including a grant of up to $2,000 and the 
balance by way of repayable advance with 
interest. NSW Treasury administers this 
scheme. The public enquiry number is  
(02) 9228 5181. 
  
This finance is available to those unable to 
obtain assistance through normal 
channels. 
  
Churches and Voluntary Non-profit 
Organisations  
Loan assistance is available to churches 
and voluntary non-profit organisations for 
the restoration of essential facilities that 
have been damaged or destroyed. Eligible 
groups will usually perform a service for 
the community or environment and are 
funded by grants or donations.  
Non-profit organisations that perform a 
commercial function, charge a fee for a 
service or represent commercial or 
industrial groups, e.g. industry bodies are 
not eligible for assistance. These 
organisations can recover costs from their 
members or through fees. As with other 
schemes, assistance is only available to 
those organisations which do not have the 
financial capacity to meet restorations 
costs from their own resources, insurance 
and are unable to obtain assistance 
through normal channels. Advances are 
subject to a maximum of $25,000 at a 
concessional interest rate per annum. 
NSW Treasury administers this scheme. 
The public enquiry number is  
(02) 9228 5181. 
  
Motor Vehicle Stamp Duty Relief  
Duty relief on motor vehicles is available. 
  

If you replace a comprehensively insured 
vehicle that was written off as a result of a 
declared natural disaster, you may be 
eligible for a refund of duty paid on the 
registration of the replacement vehicle. 
  
Details of eligibility requirements, 
application forms and a list of declared 
natural disaster areas are available at 
www.osr.nsw.gov.au or call 1300 139 814. 
  
Website: www.osr.nsw.gov.au 
 
Commonwealth/State Natural Disaster 
Arrangements  
The above Schemes are eligible for 
Austral ian Government f inancial 
assistance, usually by way of partial 
reimbursement of actual expenditure, 
under Australian Government Natural 
Disaster  Rel ie f  and Recovery 
Arrangements. Under the cost sharing 
formula, NSW pays for the first $134.9 
million of natural disaster costs in 2011-
12, and can claim from the Australian 
Government half of all eligible Personal 
Hardship and Distress costs within this 
first threshold. The Australian Government 
then matches NSW expenditure for costs 
between $134.9 million, and $236.1 million 
and beyond that covers three quarters of 
all costs. 
  
Other assistance  
 
Insurance  
If you have a query relating to insurance 
you can call the Insurance Council on 
1300 444 557. This service is available to 
all. 
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The Rock CWA presents 
ÂUÄâÅxá j|ÇàxÜ Ytá{|ÉÇáÊ 

Tuesday, 15th May 2012 
At The Rock Town Hall, Urana Street, The Rock 

 
Time - 10 o’clock 

Cost - $5.00 
All Welcome 

Enquiries to: 
Joy Schultz Ann Taylor 
President Secretary 
Ph: 6920 2187 Ph: 6920 2085 
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Weed of the Month Johnson Grass 
Sorghum halepense (L) Pers 
A more or less hairless perennial grass, 
with the stems arising from an extensively 
creeping and rooting scaly rhizome. 

Stems 
Moderately slender to stout, 50-150cm 
tall, the nodes hairless or downy. 

Leaves 
Mostly 5-20mm broad, to 45cm long or 
more, flat, with a prominent midrib, the 
margins whitish and roughened. 

Flowerhead 
A compact or somewhat loose spreading 
pyramidal panicle, 10-35cm long, the 
branches arising singly or several 
together, divided, angular, roughened on 
the angles, sparsely or densely covered 
with spikelets, the joints and spikelet 
stalks covered with pale hairs, the tips of 
the stalks cup-shaped. 

Spikelets 
At the ends of branches in threes, the 
lower ones in pairs, only one of which 
is stalked; stalkless spikelet 4.5-
5.5mm long, mostly pale-greenish but 
sometimes brown or reddish, awnless 
or with a bent awn 1-2cm long, 
distinctly jointed with the branch and 
readily deciduous together with the 
accompanying stalked spikelet, which 
is narrower, 5-7mm long, pale-
greenish or purplish. 

Flowering 
Summer—autumn. 

Notes 
Johnson grass occurs along 
roadsides, in arable land and in 
irrigation areas.  Reasonably 
palatable and nutritious to both sheep 
and cattle, but poisonous due to its 

HCN content at times and difficult to 
eradicate because of its creeping 
rhizomes.  Most dangerous to stock when 
frosted, stunted or wilted during dry times, 
or subsequently when making rapid 
vigorous growth.  Originally planted as a 
fodder grass. 
Johnson grass is a Class 4 Noxious 
Weed within Lockhart Shire, meaning the 
growth and spread of the plant must be 
controlled according to Lockhart Shire 
Council’s Noxious Weeds Management 
Plan, available on Council’s website. 
If you require further information 
Lockhart Shire Council asks residents 
to contact the Noxious Weeds 
Inspector, Alan Gundrill on 
02 6920 5305 or 0429 692 986. 
References:  
Plants of Western New South Wales,  
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Offic ial  Opening Lockhart  Skate  Park 
Youth week Event  

 

Shuttle bus available.  

Pick up at The Rock at 2pm, Urana at 1.30pm  
Bookings for the bus and essential registration 

information please contact  

Kylie Hruz Youth Officer on 0417212069 

or 

khruz@greaterhume.nsw.gov.au 

Skate/Scooter/BMX 

Clinic  

BBQ & DRINKS Available 

Lockhart Skate Park 

Official Opening By  Daryl Maguire MP 

All Shire residents are invited to attend 

16th April @ 2.30pm 

Flooding Event 3 – 4 March 2012 
 
Council encourages members of the Lockhart Shire Community to write to 
Council expressing their thoughts on overcoming water inundation in the 

future. 
 

Submissions with photographs if possible should be addressed to: 
 
The General Manager 
Lockhart Shire Council 
PO Box 21 
LOCKHART  NSW  2656 


