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Australia Day 2017 CelebrationsAustralia Day 2017 CelebrationsAustralia Day 2017 Celebrations   

will be hosted by thewill be hosted by thewill be hosted by the   

Yerong Creek Hall CommitteeYerong Creek Hall CommitteeYerong Creek Hall Committee   

at the at the at the    

Yerong Creek Hall/Recreation GroundYerong Creek Hall/Recreation GroundYerong Creek Hall/Recreation Ground   

Activities planned:Activities planned:Activities planned:   

   Dog high jumping competitionDog high jumping competitionDog high jumping competition   

   Busman’s Relay (senior and junior)Busman’s Relay (senior and junior)Busman’s Relay (senior and junior)   

   Best dressed Aussie awardsBest dressed Aussie awardsBest dressed Aussie awards   

   TugTugTug---ooo---warwarwar   

   Children’s jumping castle, face painting and sam-Children’s jumping castle, face painting and sam-Children’s jumping castle, face painting and sam-
ple bagsple bagsple bags   

   Local musiciansLocal musiciansLocal musicians   

   Fire engine, SES truck and classic cars on displayFire engine, SES truck and classic cars on displayFire engine, SES truck and classic cars on display...   
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Mayors Report 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

Hello everyone 

Another report that you can take to bed and read to aid in 
your efforts to go to sleep! The one thing that you can 
count on as Mayor is that you are never bored and that 

you never run out of things to read.  

The Community Strategic Plan which is about to go out 
on public exhibition is a prime example. This Plan is 
Council’s primary strategic planning document and is 
required to be reviewed and updated at the beginning of 
each new Council period. To this end, Council has been 
conducting a series of community consultations and 
surveys at which those who responded informed us about 
the important issues which they wished Council to 
achieve over the next ten years. Those community 
aspirations have now been compiled and will be on public 
exhibition for you to peruse and respond to if you wish to 
make comment. These plans are modified as the needs 
and demands of the shire change over that period, but 
generally it is the path forward to grow the shire and for 

Council to deliver within our resource capacity. 

Importantly Council has resolved to apply for a Special 
Rate Variation of 4.6% per annum over the next 10 years 
which is about 2.8% annually above the normal rate 
pegging percentage each year. You will recall that 
Council received overwhelming support for this proposal 
from our community during the Fit For the Future 
Program in order to increase our own source revenue 
from our current level of about 30% up to the 
Government’s target of 60%. It was also a vital 
component of receiving a satisfactory outcome from 
IPART which assessed us as being Fit to remain 
independent as a rural based council. Now that we have 
survived the merger scare, it is our responsibility to 
ensure we retain our scale and capacity into the future by 
undertaking the Improvement Plan we agreed on with the 
NSW Government. The Special Rate Variation was one 
of the most important parts of that plan. Our recent 
community consultations have reinforced community 
support for it and following Council’s resolution, an 
application will be submitted. If successful, the variation 
will apply from 1 July 2017, and the additional income 
generated will be applied to flood mitigation, road repairs 
following the wet winter, and refurbishment of swimming 

pools at Lockhart and The Rock.  

One of the other planks to remain independent is to 
increase our scale and capacity by increasing our 

population through increased 
economic development. Our 
Economic Development Strategy 
workshops throughout the shire 
have now been completed, the 
aim of which being to develop a 
plan and strategies to attract new 
business and residents to our 
shire which will stimulate growth to 
aid our shire’s longevity. Many 
promising ideas emerged from the 
workshops and your Council will be progressing these 
over time. Tourism throughout the Riverina has increased 
by 20% in the last year and contributed some $331 
million to the region’s economy. If that trend continues, it 

augers well for the prosperity of our own economy 

The Council has embraced the idea of reusing viable 
sheds and structures which may be of use elsewhere in 
our shire. Some sheds have become available from 
premises purchased by Council under the "Voluntary 
Purchase Scheme" section of our flood mitigation grants 
and if available they may be suitable to enhance facilities 

at sporting venues or clubs throughout the shire. 

Talking of flood related issues, tenders are about to be 
called for the construction of flood mitigation works for 
Lockhart and to be followed by works at The Rock when 
grant funds become available. These works will enhance 
the safety of our towns in the future if flooding 

eventuates. 

A reminder that council is asking for names to be 
submitted for worthy recipients of an Australia Day Award  
to be presented at the Australia Day celebrations to be 
held on Yerong Creek on January 26th 2017. Contact 
council for nomination forms, which need to be submitted 

by Friday 2 December 2016. 

This week I had the pleasure of performing a 
Naturalisation ceremony for a Mr Naveen Maddhu and 
his daughter Nysa from The Rock. Mr Maddhu and his 
family are from India but have now settled in Australia 

and are now dinkum Aussies !!!! Well done. 

Remember once again to be patient with our Council 
crews who are working very hard to repair roads that 
have been so badly damaged over this wet winter. I think 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Mayoral Annual Report 

I am pleased to present my Annual Report of the Lockhart Shire Council‟s Financial Year 
commencing 1 July 2015 and ending 30 June 2016. This is a snapshot of some of the major 
activities during the last 12 months. I also want to take the opportunity to recognise the great 
work that our staff, partners and communities have completed, and celebrate our achievements 
from the year.  
 
This will be my final Mayoral Annual Report, as by the time you read this, I will no longer be a 
Councillor, having opted not to stand in this year‟s election. I am leaving Local Government to 
pursue my private business interests, and I can truly say that serving the Lockhart Shire 
community for the last 17 years has been a wonderful uplifting experience. 
 
Once again, this year was dominated by the Fit For the Future (FFF) Program and the defence of 
our Shire from amalgamation. The year started well with our council being deemed Fit For the 
Future by the State Government. However, we were later proposed by the same State 
Government to merge with Corowa and Urana Shires. Months of strong advocacy and heart 
breaking work was finally rewarded, with our Council keeping its independence as a Rural- 
based Council, while Corowa and Urana Councils were merged to become Federation Council. 
My heartfelt thanks go out to all those who contributed in so many ways to help us maintain our 
independence, especially to our Local Member, Daryl Maguire and the Lockhart Shire 
Community Steering Committee. A celebration BBQ hosted by Council was held in Walter Day 
Park to commemorate the occasion attended by some 200 members of our shire community. 
 
This positive outcome was spoiled by our sadness at the passing of our fellow colleague and 
Councillor, John Paterson on 6 August 2015 following a short battle with cancer. He was a strong 
advocate for The Rock community and well respected amongst his peers. 
 
While the FFF Program again dominated our strategic energy, a full works program was still 
completed due to the dedication of our hard working staff. Some of the notable events and 
activities occurring during the year include:  

 Council agreement to proceed with extending the sewer to the south-eastern side of the 
railway line at The Rock following extensive community consultation. Design of the project 
is in hand and works will commence during the 2016/17 financial year.  

 Approval of our flood mitigation program, again following extensive community 
consultation. The first year of grant assistance has been received, allowing for early 
warning flood systems to be installed as well as the first 2 houses being purchased under 
the voluntary purchase scheme for those houses declared to be in the floodway. 

 Council agreement in principle to proceed with the refurbishment of the swimming pools at 
both The Rock and Lockhart subject to satisfactory financial arrangements. Both pools are 
either at or near the end of their economic life. 

 Proceeding with a comprehensive review of our Economic Development Strategy, our 
intention being to eventually increase our population to 4,500 to 5,000 people. 
Consultants have been engaged to assist Council with this review. 

 Establishing an Out of School Hours program at The Rock in conjunction with The Rock 
Central School which caters for before and after school care for primary school aged 
children, as well as vocational care during school holidays. 

 Establishing a Community Recycling Centre at Lockhart Landfill site following funding 
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Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Mayoral Annual Report 

received through REROC. 

 Installation of heritage plaques throughout the main street in Yerong Creek with funds 
received from a Heritage Grant. 

 Continuation of the Grain Harvest Management Scheme within our shire boundaries 
which allows grain carriers to exceed their load limits by a small percentage during 
harvest period without penalties being incurred. 

 The works program saw many projects completed including:  

 Stage 2 of The Rock- Collingullie Road widening and upgrade. 

 Rehabilitation projects on Albury Road at Urangeline North. Other rehabilitation 

projects were on the Woodend- Fiveways Road and Boree Creek- Lockhart Road. 
The widening of The Rock- Mangoplah Road, Western Road and Osborne-Yerong 
Creek Road were all commenced. These projects were funded from R2R Grants, 
State Regional Road Repair Program as well as Council‟s own funds.  

 Council was successful in first round of State Governments Fixing Country Roads 

program and undertook replacement of the culvert bridge over Braithwaites Creek, 
The Rock as well as widening and resealing of Lockhart- The Rock Road from The 
Rock to Vincents Road, total project value of $1M. 

 Funding of $3.5M has been received under Round 2 of Fixing Country Roads 

Program and Federal Government‟s Heavy Vehicle Safety & Productivity Program to 
upgrade Grubben Road and causeway upgrades on the Urana/Lockhart Road at 
Brookong. This work will commence in the 2016/17 year. 

 Various footpath upgrades and extensions were undertaken in both Lockhart and 

The Rock, including the commencement of cycle/walking track from The Rock to The 
Rock Hill Nature Reserve. 

 The first five lots of the 13 Lot subdivision on Milne Road at The Rock are now 

available for sale.  

 Completion of new toilet block in The Avenue, The Rock as well as a new public 

toilet block in Walter Day Park, Lockhart at a cost of $200,000, fully funded by 
Council.  

 New BBQs and shelters at Galore Hill  

 A number of community grants have been received from the State Government. These 
include:  

 $33,000 for the upgrade of the Pleasant Hills Community Hall roof  

 $3,600 for restoration of the Honour Board in the Lockhart Memorial Hall 

 $3,600 to improve walking tracks in reserves 

 $16,500 for a Galore Hill diversity study 

 Council also provided a grant of $5,000 to complete refurbished tennis courts at 

Yerong Creek, as well as an interest free loan of $5,000 if required. 

 Council continued its support of the Spirit of the Land Festival in October with visitation 
estimated between 5,000 and 6,000 over the two days. The first prize of $10,000 for the 
winning sculpture was presented to Andrew Whitehead. Council also provided a $10,000 
grant to The Rock Progress Association for a The Rock or Bust music festival as a follow-
up to the AC/DC Rock or Bust album launch the previous year. 
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Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Mayoral Annual Report 

 In January, Australia Day was hosted by the Pleasant Hills community. Valerie Parv, an 
author of romantic novels was the ambassador and the following Awards were presented: 

 Heather Trevaskis - Citizen of the Year  

 Joy Schultz – Citizenship Award  

 Jeanette Baker – Citizenship Award  

 Stephanie Noske – Junior Sportsperson of the Year  

 Congratulations were extended to Dr Ken Mackey and Doris Golder, both of whom 
received awards in the Queen‟s Birthday Honour List. 

 Initiatives on the Economic Development and Tourism front not mentioned elsewhere 
include  

 Sculpture Trail additions of The Eagle, Kangaroos at Brookong Lagoon, Rusty Cocky, 

Rain Dragon, Inland Pelicans, and Dance Hall Days. 

 Creation and installation of Lockhart Love Locks 

 Two projects reaching the finals of the Inland Tourist Awards, an Encouragement 

Award being received for the Greens Gunyah Museum, and a Highly Commended 
Award for the Lockhart Sculpture Trail.  

 Installation of an RV Dump Point at The Rock to encourage additional overnight stays 

by caravaners  

 The audited Financial Statements for Council have been completed and recorded results 
as follows: 

 Operating Surplus of $3.25M, (previous year $1.2M)  

 Operating revenues increased 28% to $12.6M  

 Operating expenses increased 8.6% to $9.35M  

 Cash and Investments increased 2.4%% to $7.71M  

 Revenue from Rates and Annual Charges increased 3.2% to $3.04M. This represents 

24.1% of total operating income  

 In summary, Council‟s financial position is very sound and is able to withstand any 

minor setbacks that may occur. This may be necessary in the next few years to cope 
with the freeze of FAGS Grants and increased competition for other grants normally 
taken for granted which may not eventuate in future.  

 Further details of our financial position are available in the full version of the Financial 

Statements attached.  
The 2015/16 Financial Year has been one of the more memorable and successful years the 
Lockhart Shire Council has endured only dented by the sad passing of a fellow councillor as 
previously mentioned. 
 
With our resounding victory from the State Government‟s “Fit for the Future Program” and the 
other achievements accomplished throughout the year, it is fitting to acknowledge the volunteers 
within our communities who have assisted the Shire accomplish the goals necessary to make our 
shire a great place to live, work and play. 
 

We have a large number of 355 committees together with community groups and service clubs 
that provide social, economic, recreational and cultural benefits for the residents of this Shire. 
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Mayoral Annual Report 

Thank you very much for your tireless work, as your dedication and support is immensely 
appreciated. 

Thank you to all staff members for your contribution to the effective and efficient running of this 
organisation. It was hugely gratifying to see the success achieved from the “Fit for the Future 
Program” as a result of the hard work of our administration staff together with Manager‟s Rod 
Shaw, David Webb and Craig Fletcher. This was on top of their normal day to day work 
requirements! A big thank you once again - it was a strong team effort! 

I would like to thank my fellow councillors who represent the residents of the Shire, for their 
contributions towards the goals achieved by this council. We are a strong and committed team 
and have appreciated the opportunity to work with our community‟s in this role. My personal 
thanks go to my fellow councillors for their great support over the “Fit for the Future program”. A 
job well done! 

As stated earlier, this is my last Mayoral report. It has been an honour and privilege to represent 
the residents of this Shire for the past 17 years, the last 8 of which as mayor. I have rubbed 
shoulders with many high-profile people and enjoyed meeting some great characters that live 
within the Shire and beyond. I am truly grateful for the opportunities and experiences presented 
to me. 

In closing thank you to my Deputy Mayor Rodger Schirmer for his support and friendship over 
the last 4 years. Much appreciated!  By the time you read this, Rodger will have been elected 
Mayor following my departure, and I wish him and his new Council well for their forthcoming term 
of office. 

Finally, it has also been a privilege to work with our General Manager Rod Shaw with whom I 
believe a great working relationship has been built over the journey. Much of the success of this 
Shire can be attributed to Rod‟s work and dedication and I thank him for it on behalf of myself 
and the people of this Shire. I also thank him for working with me as a team and being a good 
friend as well. 

Farewell. 

Mayor 

Cr Peter Yates  

they have achieved much in a very short time and although there is much more to do, please applaud them for their  

efforts. 

To end on a good note, fortunately quite a number of things achieved in Council are pleasant like the effort by the 
community, council staff and Councillors , all voluntary ,to relocate an old shearing shed in pieces to the Lockhart 

Museum for a future display. A big task, a big ask and a very big thanks to all concerned. 

You probably haven't read this last bit as you are now asleep, but when you wake, finish reading it and then I will be 
content that you are now fully informed. 
 

Cheers Rodg. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

The Audited Financial Statements present the actual financial position and 
performance of Council for the 2015/16 financial year.  Council‟s Statements have 
been prepared in accordance with: 
 
 Australian Accounting Standards and Interpretations issued by the Australian 

Accounting Standards Board, 
 the Local Government Act 1993 and Regulations and 
 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting (the 

Code). 
 
Council‟s Financial Statements are independently audited, reported to Council, placed 
on public exhibition and lodged with the Office of Local Government each year. 
 
Summary 
 
Operating surplus before capital grants and contributions: 
$3.25M Surplus   (2015 – $1.2M Surplus). 
 
Operating Revenues (excl. capital grants & contributions) 
 28% to $12.6M 
 
Operating Expenses 
 8.6% to $9.35M 
 
Cash and Investments 
2.4% to $7.71M  (2015 - $7.53 million). 
 
Revenue from Rates and Annual Charges 
 3.2% to $3.04M 
This represents 24.1% of Council‟s total Income from Continuing Operations. 
 
User Charges and Fees 
 14.4% to $326,000 
 
Interest on Investments 
 4.8% to $238,000 
Loans 
$855,000 balance of loan 
 
Land Development 
$211,000 spent on developing Council‟s real estate holdings. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Infrastructure, Property, Plant & Equipment 
$5.15M spent on Roads, Culverts & Footpaths. 
$969,000 spent on Plant & Equipment. 
 

Operating Performance Ratio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This ratio measures Council‟s achievement of containing operating expenditure within 
operating revenue. 
 
The increase in Operating Performance is largely attributed to increased revenue 
through a one-off injection to Roads To Recovery Programme, with majority of funds 
being allocated to capital works. 
 
Own Source Operation Revenue Ratio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This ratio measures fiscal flexibility. It is the degree of reliance on external funding 
sources such as operating grants & contributions. 

Council‟s own source revenue will improve over the long term, however for 2015-16 the 
one-off additional Roads to Recovery funding has impacted negatively on Council's 
Own Source Revenue ratio. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Unrestricted Current Ratio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To assess the adequacy of working capital and its ability to satisfy obligations in the 
short term for the unrestricted activities of Council.  While this ratio has fluctuated over 
the past 3 years, Council remains well above the industry benchmark of 1.5 times. 
Council is in a strong position to pay its debts as and when they fall due. 
 
Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges Outstanding Percentage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To assess the impact of uncollected rates and annual charges on Council's liquidity and 
the adequacy of recovery efforts. 
 
Council has continued to maintain a consistently low and acceptable percentage of 
outstanding rates. Percentages are well below the average for a rural council of approx. 
of 10%. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Cash Expense Cover Ratio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This liquidity ratio indicates the number of months a Council can continue paying for its 
immediate expenses without additional cash inflow. 
 
Council continues to have a good liquidity ratio which is well above the benchmark of 
3.00. 
Operating Revenues  
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Operating Expenditure  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Council achieved a surplus in net operating result from continuing operations 
(including capital contributions) of $3,251k (2015: $1,330k) for the year ended 30 June 
2016. The net operating surplus for the year before grants and contributions provided 
for capital purposes is $3,251k (2015: $1,204k). 
 
The size of Council‟s operations has remained relatively consistent over the past three 
years with increases in rates and annual charges being attributable to the annual 
permissible increase (2.4% in 2015/2016) for rates and annual charges increase being 
a combination of CPI and operating costs. 
 
User fees and charges have decreased from prior year, with less Private Works being 
completed in 2016. 
 
Operating grants and contributions have increased due to an additional $1,300k of 
Roads to Recovery funding and new Fixing Country Roads funding of $666k. 
 
No capital grants were received in the 2016 financial year. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Lockhart Shire Council Annual Report 2016 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability 

Employee costs have increased due to the wage increase in line with the Local 
Government Award, plus additional resources required for the roads to recovery 
funded projects.  
 
Depreciation has been a focus area for the Council over the last two years, following 
the review of useful lives and move to BizeAsset for its road infrastructure asset 
management and valuation management. This has resulted in a slight increase in 
depreciation in 2016, which from 2015 we would observe is better aligned with industry 
averages. 
 
Council‟s Audited Financial Statements can be viewed at: 
 Council Offices, 65 Green St, Lockhart 

 Council’s website http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au  
A detailed analysis of Council‟s Financial Statements can be found in the Audited 
Financial Statement 

Continued on page 14 

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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PLANNING TO BUILD OR SUBDIVIDE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All applications are to be reviewed in a 
pre-lodgement meeting with the Environmental Services Department, prior to 
lodgement.  

To make sure our planning staff is available to assist you in 
preparing your application please phone to arrange an 

appointment. 

Information and forms are available on Council‟s website under 

the heading Development – Building & Development forms. 

All Development Applications should be submitted with a 
Statement of Environmental Effects as well as all relevant plans 
and prescribed fees.  If unsure give our Planning team at 
Environmental Services a call on (02) 6920 5305. 

EXHIBITION OF DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT, 1979 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 101 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979, the following development applications were approved, with 
conditions, from 1st October to 31st October 2016 by Lockhart Shire Council 

Applications may be viewed at the Lockhart Shire Council Office, 65 Green Street 
Lockhart, between 9am and 4pm weekdays (excluding public holidays). Submissions 
to the proposals may be made in writing prior to the expiry of the exhibition period. 

Environmental Services 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

DA No Development Site of Development 

12/17 Relocation of Dwelling House 31 Norman St, The Rock 

13/17 New Shed 27 Prichard Place, Lockhart 

15/17 Roofed Alfresco area at rear of Existing Dwelling 173 Vincents Rd, The Rock 

16/17 Farm Machinery Shed 59 J R Smith Ln, Bidgeemia 
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Next Council Meeting 

Monday  
19 December 2016 

Notice is given that Council’s 
Meeting for December will be 
held in the Council Chambers, 

Green Street, Lockhart. 

The meeting commences at 
5.00pm 

Members of the community are 
most  

welcome to attend. 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINES 

All articles for the next Newsletter need 
to be received no later than 4pm on 

Friday 16th December 2016 

Council would appreciate articles in word 
or publisher format, jpg is also 

acceptable. 

Placement of articles is subject to 
available space. 

 Ph: (02) 6920 5305 Fax: (02) 
6920 5247 

or mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au  

CONTACT: LUKE FOLEY,  
JOHN MOONEY REAL ESTATE - AGENT FOR COUNCIL 
PHONE:  02 69211255 



21 

 

Brookong Nook Craft Shop  
Green Street Lockhart  

Come in and browse our locally made 
wares. 

Goods for sale:  
All varieties of home made Jams, Pickles, 
Relishes, Lemon Butter, Local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs, Olive Oil, Goats Soap. 
Cooking: Apple or Apricot Pies, Fruit Rolls, 
Various small tarts, 
Handcrafts: knitted scarf‟s – all lengths & 
colours in latest fashion yarns, baby jackets 
& Children‟s jumpers, bibs & singlet‟s, 
knitted berets/hats, rugs, dressed dolls and 
new born baby necessities in a gift basket. 
Many other assorted handcrafts and gifts 
Great place for that special gift at 
reasonable prices. 
Orders taken if  unavailable on the 
day. 

Ford Street   THE ROCK    2655 

THE ROCK & DISTRICT MEN‟S SHED 

MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 9AM TO 3PM 

$5 INCLUDES MORNING TEA & LUNCH 

BRING YOUR OWN PROJECTS AND IDEAS 

OR JUST JOIN IN THE CONVERSATIONS 

COME AND JOIN US 

CONTACT NUMBERS 

Bob President   0428 695 913 

Chris Secretary  0404 914088 

THE ROCK & DISTRICT 
MENS SHED 

Lockhart Preschool  
Kindergarten Inc 

  

Day Street, Lockhart 

Open Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday  

8:30am - 3:00pm 

For children aged 3-6 years  

Please call Kerri 02 6920 5156 
or email 

lockhartpreschool@bigpond.com 

LOCKHART RED CROSS OP-SHOP 
Open Monday to Friday, 9.30am til 2pm.  Spring is here.  We 
gratefully accept all clean resalable clothing or small items 
(china, glasses etc) unfortunately we can‟t accept electrical 
appliances.  Stop by and grab a bargain. 

WOODHAVEN AGED CARE 

Would  apprec ia te  any 

donations of grain to assist 

with our refurbishment. 

Donations can be made at 

Graincorp sites at Lockhart, 

Boree Creek & Milbrulong and 

NGR details are available at 

the sampling stand. We would 

appreciate any donations 

made. 

mailto:lockhartpreschool@bigpond.com
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LOCKHART MEMORIAL HALL 

HALL HIRE 

FULL DAY  $200.00 

HALF DAY  $115.00 

NIGHT  $200.00 

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR HIRE: 
Tables, Chairs, Crockery 

Please contact Lockhart Shire Council 
Phone: (02) 6920 5305 

PLEASANT HILLS PRESCHOOL 

Open Wednesdays 

9.15 – 3.15 

For children aged between 3 – 5yrs 

For more info contact Megan 6929 6134 

THE ROCKTOWN HALL & MUSEUM 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

FULL DAY   $200.00 

HALF DAY   $100.00 

Cleaning Deposit (refundable) $100.00 

Some or all of the exhibits may be  

removed on request. 

For information contact: 

Leia Thiele (Sec)    0439 203 031 

https://www.facebook.com/
TheRockHallMuseum/ 

Selling a large variety of locally made items 
including: 
Free range eggs, jams, relish, pickles, 
baked goods, hand painted gifts, baby wear, 
children's’ clothing, toys, quilting and 
patchwork, knitted and crochet items, 
kitchen and bathroom accessories, ladies 
bags, jewellery, scarves, aboriginal artwork. 
Our association was formed to provide 
opportunities for crafters within the Riverina 
area to connect with others, grow their home 
based businesses and promote hand make 
local products. 
If you would like to become a member, 
applications forms are available from the 
Craft Shop. All welcome. For more 
information call Joy Schultz 0428566902, 
Wendy Flory 0429637313 or Chris 
Makeham 0448570227 

“Kengal Krafters Inc” 
The Rock Craft Shop @ the CWA rooms 

128 Urana St, The Rock  
Open Wednesday to Sunday,  

10am - 2pm 

Change of date 
St Mary’s Parish Debutante 

Ball 
Early 2018 



23 

Public Information 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

 

Lockhart Local Court Services 

The Local Court Office can be found 
at 9 Matthews Street, Lockhart 

(Council’s Medical Centre). 

The office is open the first and third Mondays of 
each month from 9:to 1:00pm and 2:00pm to 

3:30pm. 

Services available include: Births, Deaths & 
Marriages enquiries, family law, apprehended 
violence orders, advice on procedural matters 
relating to Court appearances, payment of court 
fines and civil claims matters.  Assistance can be 
given in the making of Wills.  Marriages may also 

be conducted. 

As a Government Access Centre you may 
purchase fishing licences, obtain boating 

handbooks and many other publications. 

Please make use of the services provided by 
Lockhart Court House. Phone 6920 5533 or call in 

during opening hours. 

Lockhart Seniors News 

All meetings held at the 

Lockhart Ex-Servicemen’s 

Club 

 

Seniors Christmas Party 

Sunday 4th December at 

12pm 

 

LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL 

  

Apprenticeship 
  

Light vehicle mechanic - based at 
Lockhart 

  
Reporting to the Plant Supervisor 

  
 
Reference: 2016-17/S35 
Closing date:  Monday, 5 December, 

2016, at 4pm 

  
Visit Positions Vacant at 
www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au for application 
details. 

  
For more information, contact David 
Webb on       telephone (02) 6920 5305. 

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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The Rock & District Playgroup 

Meets Fridays  

10am - 12pm 

The Rock Preschool 

King Street 

The Rock 

For all children from birth—5yrs and all 

carers, mums, dads and grandparents 

Bring the kiddos for a play while 

you enjoy a coffee 

For more information contact 

Playgroup NSW on 1800 171 882 

and they will put you in contact with one of 

The Rock playgroup members. 

The Rock Op-Shop 

Open 

Sat/Sun 10am - 2pm 

Mon/Tues 11.30am - 3.30pm 

Wed - Fri, 10am - 4pm 

Adults clothes $3, children $2, babies 
50c - $1 

Donations Needed 

Check us out on Facebook 

Contact Lynly Boyle  

6920 1522 

THE ROCK PRESCHOOL INC 
For children aged 3-6 years Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm 

 New building 

 Amazing large outdoor play area.  

  Please call 02-69202455  

  or email therockps@gmail.com   

  A great place for children to laugh, learn and grow! 

Monthly Message 
1:  Have you had your say yet?? The 
Murrumbidgee Local Health District 
(MLHD) is currently holding its 2016 
Community Survey and is wanting feedback from the local community. Here is 
your chance to check into how much you know about what services are 
available locally and how you can find and access these services. Hard copies 
are available at Lockhart Multi-Purpose Service, you can visit the MLHD 
website and access “your opinion” page or your can do it online at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/986Y59H  It is very important that the Lockhart 
Community take this opportunity to have their say. Input will be welcomed until 
the end of the year. 
2: The Wagga Wagga Rural Referral Hospital has a new telephone number. It 
is 59431000. You can visit the web site www.mlhd.health.nsw.gov.au  
3: If you have a concern about a health issue for yourself or someone in your 
family have you tried Health direct Australia 1800 022 222 which is a twenty 
four hour help service manned by nurses. Call this number before trying an 
after- hours clinic because it may save you a trip  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/986Y59H
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/986Y59H
http://www.mlhd.health.nsw.gov.au
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Local Church Services – December 2016 

Lockhart Uniting Church Services 

4th, 9am - Lockhart 

11th, 9am - Lockhart 

18th, 9am PLEASE NOTE 
Service in Uniting Church 

25th, CHRISTMAS DAY: 9am 

If there are any pastoral concerns, please 

contact Larraine Hoffman on 6920 6233 

Have you lost a close friend or had a family 
member die recently? You are invited to come 
along to a brief memorial service to be held at 
Lockhart Uniting Church at 11am on Sat 10th 

December. 

St John’s Presbyterian Church 
Cnr Hebden & Day St, Lockhart 

1st and 3rd Sundays - 6pm 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays - 8.45am 

Rev Craig Nicholas 6929 3129 
www.hentylockhartpresy.org.au   

Lockhart, Urana & Oaklands Catholic 
Church 

Lockhart Parish  
1st, 3rd & 5th SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
SATURDAY (Vigil Mass) - 6pm  Lockhart 

SUNDAY 8am - Urana 
10am - Oaklands 

2nd & 4th SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
SATURDAY (Vigil Mass) 6pm Urana 

SUNDAY 8am Lockhart 
10am Urangeline 

For further information contact  
Father Tony Schipp on 6920 5446 

The Rock Uniting Church 
Ford Street, The Rock 

Rev. Daniel Yang 
2ND SUNDAY – 9.30AM 

All Welcome 
CONTACT: (O2) 69202024  

Or (02) 6933 1650 

The Rock 
St Peters Anglican Church 

Communion 1st Sunday  
each month at 9.30am 

Enquiries: 
Mrs J Heazlewood 0427 198 513 

Mrs M Vennell 6920 1067 

St Mary’s Parish, The Rock 

Sunday 10.00am - The Rock. 

1st & 3rd Sunday, 8.30am - Mangoplah 

2nd & 4th Sunday, 8.30am - Yerong 
Creek 

Enquiries: Fr Damian Jellett 6920 2017 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Milbrulong 

 2nd Sunday of the month - 

 Lay Reading with morning tea 

 4th Sunday of the month  

 Lay Reading with Sunday School 

Phone 02-69206226 with enquiries 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 
Diocese of Riverina Parish of Lockhart 

St Aidan’s Lockhart  
Cnr Day & Drummond Streets Lockhart 

SUNDAYS 9.00am 
St Philip’s Urana Princess Street 

Urana 
4

th
 Sunday of the month 5pm 

St Oswald’s Boree Creek 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals & other 

activities by arrangement 
All enquiries: Rev Nola Cox 6920 5549 

Christian Radio in Lockhart 
87.6 

Tune every day 
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Works Report:  
Construction projects have now commenced with first construction projects being 
MR370 Rehabilitation north of Wattles Lane & Reid Street Widening, MR543 Heavy 
Patching and The Rock Mangoplah Road widening and Grubben Road Upgrade. 
These projects will be followed then by Western Road widening, Osborne Yerong 
Creek Road widening and Urana Lockhart Road Causeways Upgrade. At present all 
three grader crews are undertaking repairs to roads where damaged by flood waters 
and maintenance grading in accordance with program where possible, however crews 
will move onto construction projects mid November 2016. There is some significant 
damage to some of Council‟s sealed and unsealed road network from the inclement 
weather which will be scheduled for repairs when conditions are more suited and 
contractors are available. Council staff have been undertaking some repairs as 
resourcing permits. Unfortunately, due to wet winter delaying the construction projects 
and additional road repairs required, Council staff will be working through the harvest 
period in several places at once. This may result in small delays, Council will however 
try to minimise any disruptions. 
 
Biological Control of Weeds: 
On 18 October Council‟s Environmental Officer attended the biological control of 
weeds training provided by Tocal College. The training was delivered by Paul Sullivan, 
who is an expert in the field, spending his entire career working with biological control 
and having decades of experience. The training involved the development of skills in: 
assessing the suitability of biological control for a particular weed infestation; selecting 
a suitable site to establish a breeding nursery; sourcing and acquiring a desired 
bioagent; transporting and storing biological cultures; maintaining and monitoring the 
biological control site; bioagent harvesting and release; and evaluating the 
effectiveness and spread of the bioagent. Mr Sullivan emphasised the extensive 
research that is applied to finding suitable bioagents and the stringent testing process 
that is required before any bioagent is considered for release into the Australian 
environment. The Atlas of Living Australia has provided a website for those seeking 
further information, as well as the location of nursery sites and release sites, and in 
doing so, established an avenue for the further development of biological control 
between individuals, weed officers, councils and other government agencies. Over the 
next few months Council‟s Environmental Officer will endeavour to collect appropriate 
information suitable for Council‟s website. 

 
Major Projects Update: 
Council is currently undertaking several major projects and the status of each of those 
are as follows:  
a) Swimming Pools Upgrade: Staff are continuing to work on detailed design/scoping 
of the project. Meetings have been held with each town Pool Steering Committee. Staff 
have met with Greater Hume Shire Council as they are slightly advanced on their 
upgrade projects and are providing design and costing information. Council was 
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advised recently that it was unsuccessful with grant application under the National 
Stronger Regional Fund for each pool, creating $1M shortfall in funding model. Funding 
to be determined once a more robust costing is established following detailed design 
works. It is expected an updated report will be provide to February 2017 council 
meeting.  
 
b) The Rock Sewer Extension: Staff have called for quotations for survey and design 
works which will close 28 November 2016.  
 
c) The Rock STP Tertiary Ponds Upgrade: Staff have been in discussions with NSW 
Water regarding a Section 60 approval for the works. Geotechnical testing has been 
undertaken and final design and detail works are being completed. Subject to being 
granted a Section 60 approval works are scheduled for early in the New Year.  
 
d) Demolition of Voluntary Purchase Properties: The demolition of first round of homes 
in Lockhart and The Rock have been completed. Council has obtained several sheds 
from these recently demolished properties which Council has allocated to various 
community groups for re-use. The second round of homes have yet to be purchased by 
Council, with these properties will be required to be demolished by end of April 2017.  
 
e) Flood Mitigation Construction: Council has submitted grant applications for Stage 4 
construction of flood mitigation structures in both Lockhart and The Rock for 2016/17 & 
2017/18 years. Council has been successful with application for Lockhart, with The 
Rock placed on a reserve list pending availability of funding. It is expected the staff will 
call for tenders for the construction works of the Government Dams Levee in Lockhart 
shortly.  
 
f) Toilet/Shower Upgrade at The Rock Rec Ground: Investigations of options are 
currently being undertaken. Plan is to have works completed before next football-
netball season.  
 

Walter Day Park: 
Landscaping around the new toilet block is in the planning stages; including a 
permanent home for „Going to the Dance‟ and an extension of the rose garden. New 
footpaths and a drinking fountain have been installed.  
 
Sculpture Trail: 
This year‟s Spirit of the Land National Farm Art winner, Freedom Run by Andrew 
Whitehead will be placed on display at the front of the Lockhart Caravan Park. Colin 
Wiese sculpture „Peace‟ will be added to the Curly Heckendorf garden at Hodgson 
Park. 
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OPTOMETRIST 
Russell and Chalker EyecarePlus visit 

Lockhart regularly for comprehensive 

consultations including glaucoma testing, 

cataract  assessments ,  macular 

degeneration. 

Adults and children’s assessments, and 

Veteran’s Affairs patients welcome.  

Spectacle frames available. 

For Appointments Phone:  

(02) 6921 8833. 

Australian Unity 

Home Care Service 
Lockhart/The Rock/Coolamon 

Enquiries: 6920 5286 

Co-ordinator - Robyn Pearse 

We provide the following services: 

 Domestic Assistance 

 Personal Care 

 Respite Services 

Call 1800 200 422 

X-RAY SERVICE 

X-ray services are available every second 

Friday at Lockhart & District Hospital.  A 

referral from the doctor is required. 

For appointments phone 6930 7100 

Lockhart Community Health Services 
Lockhart Community Health Nurses are available 

for self-referral  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, ph: 6930 7100 

The Rock Community Health Nurses are available 
for self-referral Mon, Wed, Fri, ph: 6930 7100 or 

Mob: 0427 107 897 

Early Childhood Clinics—Wed, Lockhart 

–Thurs, The Rock 

Other services available include: 

Physiotherapy—Wed, ph: 6930 7100 

Women’s Health—6930 7100  

Murrumbidgee Primary Health 
Network have a counsellor 

providing counselling on the 1st 
& 3rd Wednesday of the month 

at the Lockhart Medical Practice. 

Referrals are needed. 

Just call the surgery on 69205249 
to make an appointment. 

Interested in cycling? 

Bike riding group leaving every 
Saturday morning at 7am from  

Latte Da, Green St, Lockhart 

Ride from 10 – 30km    All 
welcome 

Contact Foxy for 
more info  

0447 239 216 

Tai Chi classes will continue until Monday 

13th December including a Beginner‟s 

Men‟s Class at 10.30am on a Monday 

morning. If you would like any more 

information, please contact Larraine 

Hoffmann on 69206233, or 0427204051.  

Anyone who has just competed the 

Stepping On programme is most welcome 

to come along and try 

some Tai Chi 
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Our Services delivery areas encompass the Lockhart & Federation Shires. For 
further classification of service provision in what areas and for any queries please 

contact Lockhart on 02 6920 4162 
The following services Valmar Support  Services offer are: 

We also offer a Weekly Bus Service to Wagga  each Wednesday. 
Social bus Trips each Friday . 

Contact 02 6920 4162 

 Community Transport  Centre based Respite 

 Individual & Group  Social Support  Flexible Respite 

 Home Modifications   Craft Group– 10am-12pm 

 Meals on Wheels  Day Club– Tuesdays 10am-3pm 

 Domestic Assistance  Home Maintenance 

 Personal Care  Brokered Services 

 

The Rock & District  
Meals on Wheels  
Association Inc. 

If you would like to join our enthusiastic Social Club 
or enquire about receiving Meals Please phone 
69202500 and speak to  Vicky or Stephanie. 
 
If you could spare some time we would by happy to 
have you join our merry band of volunteers 
We are now located at The Rock Memorial Bowling 
Club 

PO Box 99 
The Rock NSW2655 
Phone: 6920 2500 

Mobile:0429 950968 
E-mail: tr-mow@bigpond.net.au 

“Your Local Service” 

We provide an extensive menu of frozen and 
freshly made hot and chilled meals  

Monday - Friday 
 

Our Social Club meets twice a week on Tuesdays 
with a cost of $12 and also on Thursday with a 

cost of $10.  This includes Morning Tea and a hot 
Lunch. 

The activities this month are  
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Lockhart  
Caravan Park 

If you know someone looking for just 
the right place to set up camp with a 
tent or caravan, or looking to hire an 
on-site van, then Lockhart Caravan 
Park is just the place. 

Situated in Green Street, the caravan 
park is just 100 metres from the 
shopping area and within easy 

walking distance to all facilities. 

There are 21 sites, three unpowered 
and eighteen powered sites. 

Three Cabins which can 
accommodate up to 8 people are 

also available. 

A modern camp kitchen is available 
as well as showers, toilets and a 

peaceful location. 

Contact the Manager on  

0458 205 303  

for bookings. 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

TIMETABLE 

December 2016 

Lockhart  

6th, 13th, 20th & 27th 

9am - 12.30pm 

Milbrulong 

1st, 15th & 29th 

9am - 10am 

Pleasant Hills 

12th & 26th 

1.15pm - 2.30pm 

Yerong Creek  

14th & 28th 

3pm - 4pm 

The Rock 

Now stopping directly across 

from Emily Gardens Aged 

Care, Emily Street 

1st, 15th & 29th 

10.30am - 12.00pm 

www.rrl.nsw.gov.au 
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School News 

St Joseph’s News 
In October, we had a visit from Kirsty who has been employed to gauge future directions for the Lockhart 
Shire Council. She invited a number of our students to speak about the needs of youth in our Shire and 
has taken these results for future planning in our area.  
Also in October, we held a Safety Day at school where we had a variety of activities and demonstrations, 
all with a safety theme. Members of the police, ambulance and fire brigade emergency services also 
visited us to help to deliver this important message to the students. 
This term we welcomed our 2017 Kinders for the first of their transition mornings. They will continue to visit 
us over five weeks in readiness for next year. 
Some of our students attended the Remembrance Day ceremony at the cenotaph on November 11 to 
honour those who died fighting to protect 
our nation. 
Early in the term we had a visit from John 
Goonan from Catholic Mission and he 
spoke to the students about the work of 
this organisation and the important role that 
fundraising plays in assisting others. The 
students then planned their Mission Day 
activities. This day is one of most 
anticipated days of the year at St Joseph’s 
School, Lockhart. The students all set up 
their stalls across the playground and 
these included hoopla, mini-golf, icecream 
and juice stands, nail painting, lucky dips, a white elephant stall and cafés. All money raised at these stalls 
goes to Catholic Mission and this year we raised $1930.60 – a new school record!! 
Lockhart Central School 
Boys Community Barbeque  
A big thanks to Jeff Nimmo from VALMAR who helped organise several residents from Urana and 
Lockhart to attend a community BBQ prepared by the boys 
from Lockhart Central School last Friday. Years 7, 8, 9 and 
10 students cooked the sausages and supplied drinks to 
those who attended. It was great to see our students 
interacting with members of the wider community and 
providing assistance where needed. A special thanks to 
Vienna Bush, Kaitlyn Widdup and Kyesha Miller for helping 
Mr Donaldson with buttering the bread earlier on the day. We 
are hoping this might become an annual event given it was 
so successful last week.  
Girl’s Group  
The Secondary girls had a great Peer session last week, 
participating in activities centred around the themes of body 
image and self-esteem. They also discussed activities they 
could participate in for 2017 and completed a relaxation 
activity.  
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Lockhart Shire Youth Services 

Motivational Media Visits the Lockhart Shire  
On Tuesday 18 October Motivational Media a dynamic organisation that challenges attitudes to life and 
encourages behavioural change provided two high-impact cinematic presentations that confronted, 
challenged and inspired students. Students from Lockhart and The Rock Central Schools, St Joseph’s 
Catholic School, and Boree Creek, and Pleasant Hills Public Schools attended the presentations, 
Everyday Heroes for High School aged students and Mad for Life for Primary School aged students. 
Motivational Media’s visit to the Lockhart Shire was fully funded by the Lockhart Shire Council.  
With three screens, high-tech graphics and a professional production that included clips from the latest 
movies and chart-topping songs Motivational Media presents an opening for young people to change their 
lifestyle, values and needs in a non-threatening environment.  The presentation will also provide an 
opportunity for mentors of the students to build open relationships with students through discussion and 
practical problem solving situations.  Opportunities of having presentations such as Motivational Media in 
Lockhart can change lives and behaviours of young people and at the same time influence lives, results 
that are remembered for a lifetime.  
By partnering with Motivational Media the Lockhart Shire had an opportunity to provide a program that 
was out of the ordinary with real strategies for students to overcome stress, negative attitudes, and low 
self-esteem.  

Nominations are now open for the 2016-17 NSW/ACT Young Achiever Awards! 
The purpose of the NSW/ACT Young Achiever Awards is to acknowledge, encourage and most 
importantly promote the positive achievements of all young people up to and including 29 years of age as 
of 31st December 2016.  
Please see below a list of categories that are now open for nomination! Nominations can be completed 
online to access the online nomination form please go to:  https://awardsaustralia.com/young-achiever-
awards/nsw 
Category winners will each receive $2,500 from Masonicare. To find out more please https://
awardsaustralia.com/young-achiever-awards/nswhere We hope you can help recognise our amazing 
young achievers. Please click on the link below to see the categories that are open for nomination: 
https://awardsaustralia.com/young-achiever-awards/nsw/award-entry-criteria/ 
Important Dates: Open of Nominations: Tuesday 27th September 2016. Close of Nominations: Thursday 
15th December 2016. Judging: Wednesday 8th February 2017. Gala Awards Presentation: Friday 24th 
March 2017 

Movie nights in the Lockhart Shire 
Do you want to hold a movie night in one of the towns of the Lockhart Shire for your community at a 
community event? The Lockhart Shire has a 5x5 metre inflatable movie screen, funding for four 
Roadshow copyright licences and access to DVD’s due to a successful Youth Opportunity Grant – Youth 
Whistlestop Cinema in 2016.  
 All you have to do is have young people in your community film a five minute video of one of their fellow 
peers doing something positive such as volunteering in the Lockhart Shire. This film will be shown five 
prior to the chosen movie been screened.  
If you are interested in holding a movie please contact Susan Kane Youth Services Development Officer 

Ph: 0417212069 or Email: skane@greaterhume.nsw.gov.au 

 

https://awardsaustralia.com/young-achiever-awards/nsw
https://awardsaustralia.com/young-achiever-awards/nsw
https://awardsaustralia.com/young-achiever-awards/nsw/award-entry-criteria/
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Lockhart Lions Club Recycling 
Location:  Next to Uncle Toby‟s Shed, northern side of railway line. 

Entry from Brookong Street. 

Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, seven days a week 

Items 

Paper/Magazines, Books (incl. phone books) Cardboard, Glass bottles & Jars (rinsed) 
Aluminium cans -Scrap aluminium, Plastics of any kind incl. bottles (rinsed), bags and wrapping 

Unacceptable Items 

Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene, Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, Heat-treated 
glass,  

Steel cans or drums 

Items we definitely don’t want  

Soiled disposable nappies 

Be a responsible recycler. To make our job easier  

please use receptacles provided. 

Thank you 

Council Waste Disposal Centres Opening Hours 

 Each TUESDAY Each WEDNESDAY 
SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER 

(4TH & 18TH) 

Lockhart  8.30am  - 10.30am 8.30am  - 11.30am 

The Rock  1.00pm  - 3.00pm 1.00pm -  4.00pm 

Yerong Creek 1.30pm – 3.30pm   

Pleasant Hills 10.00 am – 12.00pm   

ALL LANDFILLS ARE CLOSED ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS  
 
Items not accepted include mattresses, hazardous chemicals and tyres.  
 
Always segregate your waste, to make it easier for 
inspection and unloading at our sites. 
Green waste, E-waste and problem household wastes are 
accepted free of charge to Shire residents. 
Always cover your ute, trailer or truck, to minimise wind-
blown litter in our communities. 
Refer to the ‘Waste & Recycling’ page of Council’s website 

for more information on recycling initiatives, or waste 

collection services. 
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Claiming the Date 
 

Glenara Tennis Club 
Sunday 19th March 2017 

 
Social Tournament - Past and 

Present Players Welcome 
Reunion Afternoon Tea - All 

Welcome 
 

More details to follow in 
February edition 

 
Contact Judy Hamson 02 

69207715 or 
Peter McDonnell 02 69205629 

 

Fox Baiting Program 

Summer 2016 

From  

Monday 12
th

 December  

for 3 weeks 

Lockhart Shire Council will be baiting 
for foxes in the Galore Hill Nature 
Reserve and Kincaids Reserve, in 
conjunction with the Riverina Local 

Land Services. 
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WEED OF THE MONTH - CHILEAN NEEDLE GRASS 

 

Nassella neesiana 
Chilean needle grass is a Weed of National 
Significance. It is regarded as one of the worst 
weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, 
potential for spread, and economic and 
environmental impacts. It is extremely competitive. It 
has the ability to build up a large and persistent 
seed bank in the soil. It tolerates drought and a wide 
range of soil types and climatic conditions. 
Tolerates heavy grazing however most of the plant 
is not palatable to livestock. Displaces desirable 
pasture species, and contaminates meat and wool. 
Closely related to serrated tussock (Nassella 
trichotoma). 
Description: Chilean needle grass is a perennial 
tussock-forming grass up to 1.5m when in seed. It is 
very similar in appearance to native spear grass, tall 
fescue, and native wallaby grass. Native to South 
America. Grows in dense clumps and forms pure 
stands. 
Leaves: Narrow, coarse leaves with distinct ribs 
running from base to tip. 20 – 30 cm in length with 
slightly serrated edges. Colouration varies from lime 
to mid-green, often with yellowish blotches. 
Flowers: Chilean needle grass flowers mainly from 
September to December but is can potentially flower 
year round.  
Seed: Sharp pointed panicle (aerial) seed is 
approximately 10mm in length. Covering each seed 
are 2 purple bracts (wings) which give it a 
characteristic purple colour of flowering. A corona 
(raised ring) can be located between seed and tail. 

This ring can be many different colours including 
beige, bluish or purple to dark brown. Note: native 
spear grasses do not have a raised ring. 
Seed is formed about one month after flowering and 
most seed has been dropped by February. Seeds 
mainly germinate in autumn and spring, but 
germination can occur at other times of the year 
given adequate moisture and suitable temperature. 
Depending on the availability of moisture, it can 
produce more than 20,000 seeds per square metre. 
Roots: Dense fibrous root system. 
Reproduction: Developing seeds after flowering as 
well as through cleistogene (hidden) seeds, found in 
the nodes (elbows) of flowering stems, including 
those at the base of the plant. These can be located 
by peeling the leaf sheaf back from the stem to 
reveal approximately 5 small seeds in a row. 
Control: Chemical application alone will not control 
Chilean needle grass. For best results a 
combination of management options needs to be 
used, including chemical application, grazing, 
slashing, fire, and pasture enhancement.  
Chilean Needle Grass is declared Class 3 
(Regionally Controlled Weed) noxious weeds in the 
Lockhart Shire and as such, the plant must be fully 
and continuously suppressed and destroyed, and 
the plant must not be sold, propagated or knowingly 
distributed. 

For further information please contact Council’s 

Noxious Weeds Inspector on (02) 6920 5305 or visit 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds 
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