
Merger Submissions 
Lockhart Shire Council encourages and urges ALL members of the community - residents, 
ratepayers, businesses and community groups - to support retention of the Shire by 

making a submission. 

Written submissions close 5.00pm, Sunday, 28 February 2016.  Written submissions can be 
made online at:  https://www.councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au/proposals/corowa-
shire-lockhart-shire-urana-shire-councils/, or printed, posted and addressed to: GPO 
Box 5341, SYDNEY NSW  2001 (New Postal Timelines: Posted Submissions via Regular 
Mail - allow 10 days for delivery, via Priority Mail - allow 6 days for delivery) 
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Lockhart Shire Youth enjoy great days at  

Lockhart & The Rock Pools 

Thanks to Susan and 
Hannah our Shire Youth 
Officers and Megan and 
Sophie our pool contractors 
for all the effort you put in 
and making this such a fun 
activity 
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What a start to the New Year, 112millimetres of rain 
falling on the eastern side of the Shire with a little less to 
the West. Rain is always welcome for it creates optimism 
whether you are a farmer or resident within our villages. 
Fortunately the rain abated for our Australia Day 

Celebrations at Pleasant Hills. 

With over 300 people attending the Celebrations at the 

Hills a most enjoyable day was had by all who attended. 

Our Ambassador Valerie Parv entertained us with her 
presentation and a special citizenship ceremony providing 
us with insight into what makes you want to become an 

Australian Citizen. 

A special certificate of appreciation was presented to Sue 
Paterson and her family for her late husband John’s 

contribution to Local Government. 

A big thank you to Corey Beckett and his Pleasant Hills 
Community Association for being hosts of the Australia 
Day Celebrations’ for the Lockhart Shire 2016. What a 

Great Day 

Congratulations to Heather Trevaskis upon receiving the 
honour of Citizen of the Year for Lockhart Shire 2016. 
Heather epitomises what an individual can do to promote 

and enhance the community of Lockhart as a volunteer. 

Congratulations to Joy Schultz from The Rock and 
Jeanette Baker from Milbrulong for receiving their 

citizenship awards. 

Stephanie Noske from Yerong Creek was awarded Junior 
Sportsperson of the Year for her achievements in show 
jumping with her trusty horse. Also a big thanks to 

Woolworths for sponsoring the day.  

At present a lot of time is being consumed in addressing 
the 3 way merger proposal between Corowa, Urana and 

Lockhart. 

The first stage of the public inquiry was held in Lockhart 
on Thursday 4th February at the RSL Club with close to 

400 people in attendance.  

Thirty eight oral presentations were delivered to the NSW 
Government Delegate Mr Mike Eden who will ultimately 
report his findings back to the Minister for Local 

Government Paul Toole. 

The quality of the presentations and the delivery were 
outstanding. I would like to sincerely thank everyone for 
attending and strongly supporting council’s stand-a-lone 
stance. Thank you very much to the people who made 

oral presentations on the night as it 
showed great community spirit and 

passion from right across the Shire. 

The following is a summarised version of 
my presentation on the night. People 
intending to submit a written submission 
may wish to include or elaborate on 

some of the points I addressed. 

 
Summary of Mayoral Presentation to the 
Public Inquiry - Merger Proposal Lockhart Urana and 
Corowa 
 
Preamble 
 
The NSW Coalition Government has formally proposed 
that Lockhart Shire be merged with Corowa and Urana 
Shires.  
On receiving this information on 18 December last year, I 
issued a media release stating the proposal has been met 
with disbelief and dismay and a vow to overturn it at all 
costs. I also said, ‘This proposed merger is completely 
out of left field. We did not contemplate it and will fight it 
with all the means at our disposal.  Lockhart Shire has 
absolutely no community of interest with Corowa and it is 
comical to suggest we should merge. I know that Corowa 
Shire has similar thoughts about Lockhart Shire.’ 
At a meeting held on 11 January 2016, 200 members of 
our community unanimously supported Council’s stance 
to renounce this merger proposal.  
 
Our submission today will address  

 Communities of Interest 

 Representation, and 

 Financial and Economic Impacts 
 
Communities of Interest 
 
The one feature which sets this proposal apart, is the 
complete and utter lack of community of interest between 
Lockhart Shire and Corowa Shire – it’s just a fact of life. 
In saying so, I mean no disrespect to Corowa Shire or its 
residents. Simply speaking, Lockhart Shire is Riverina 
based and Corowa Shire is Murray based.  
 
Personal and Community 

 Lockhart Shire’s population is strongly rural 
based, whereas the majority of population in 

Mayors Report 
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Corowa  Shire is urban and live in towns along 
the Murray River. Lockhart’s largest business 
sector is agriculture whereas Corowa’s is 
manufacturing complemented by tourism.  

 Wagga Wagga is Lockhart Shire’s natural hub for 
the provision of regional health, education and 
other government services. This is also the case 
for employment, sporting and recreation, social 
activities, shopping, and business (including 
livestock selling and agronomy services) where 
these facilities are not able to be sourced locally. 
Albury is the natural hub for residents of Corowa. 

 This reliance on Wagga Wagga is distance 
related. Wagga Wagga is 65Km from Lockhart 
and only 30Kms from The Rock. Albury is 110Km 
from Lockhart and 98 Kms from The Rock. For 
Corowa, it is 124Kms from Lockhart, and 136 
Kms from The Rock. From the extremities of the 
new entity, ie The Rock to Mulwala, the distance 
is 176Kms. This distance factor will result in a 
huge loss of interaction with the local Council.  

 
Regional  

 Wagga Wagga is the base for REROC, the 
Riverina regional group of Councils, and for the 
following government departments with which 
Lockhart Shire has much interaction - Rural Fire 
Service, Regional Policing, State Emergency 
Services, Riverina Regional Tourism, Regional 
Development Australia, Culture and Arts and 
Local Land Services. Albury is the regional base 
for these services in the Corowa Shire  

 Riverina Water provides water services to the 
Shires of Lockhart and Urana, while Corowa 
Shire undertakes its own water supply services 

 In the larger political environment, if this merger 
proceeds, the new entity will probably be split 
between government electorates. In NSW, 
Lockhart is currently based in the seat of Wagga 
Wagga, while Corowa and Urana are based in 
the seat of Albury. Federally, all three councils 
are based in the seat of Farrer centred on Albury, 
although it has recently been announced that 
from the next Federal Election, Lockhart Shire 
will be based in the seat of Riverina, centred on 
Wagga Wagga. Susan Ley, Minister for Health 
and Member for Farrer in the Border Mail of 28 
January commented that ‘I do not consider it 

particularly effective when local government 
areas are split across state and federal 
electorates, doubling the working relationships 
needing to be maintained by local councils to 
help secure vital funding’ 

 
Representation 
 
There is a large discrepancy between the populations of 
the three shires proposed to merge. Lockhart’s population 
is 3000, Urana’s is 1200 and Corowa’s is about 11,500. 
We are unsure how many Councillors will be mandated, 
however, let’s assume 9, a reduction of 18 from the 
current 27. Simple maths dictates the majority of 
Councillors will come from the current Corowa Shire area, 
with the current areas of Lockhart and Urana likely to 
have 2 or 3 representatives combined.  
This change will have negative connotations for Lockhart 
Shire residents and local democracy 

 The large distances required to represent the 
community in every day issues and meetings will 
be a disincentive for candidates to stand for 
election. 

 Assuming 2 candidates are elected from the 
Lockhart Shire area, they will not only have to 
cover the same area as 9 Councillors did 
previously, they will also need to familiarise 
themselves with the rest of the larger area so  
they can take part in meaningful discussions.  

  Our representatives will need a strong voice to 
ensure that funds are evenly distributed. When a 
jostling for allocation of funds occurs, it is easy to 
imagine that favouritism will be afforded to the 
area with the majority of votes.  

 There will also be loss of access to local 
knowledge and loss of local interaction between 
representatives and the community. 

 
Financial and Economic Impacts 
 
Financial 
 
Some of the relevant facts about Lockhart Shire are: 

 We meet 7 out of 7 FFF benchmarks and have 
been deemed FFF by IPART 

 Our TCorp Financial Sustainability Rating is 
sound and in the top 20% of the State 

Mayors Report 
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 On comparative information criteria extracted 
from the Office of Local Government, our results 
show we exceed most benchmarks. For example 
we have 48 full time staff whereas our 
comparative group average is 70. 

 Our most recent community satisfaction survey 
showed a high level of satisfaction with the level 
of services provided 

Significant financial aspects of the proposed merger are: 

 The Merger Proposal document issued by the 
NSW Government states that the merged 
Council will deliver $7M in net financial savings 
over 20 years. This equates to just $350,000 or 
less than 1% per annum and is across the whole 
3 shires, which equates to just $117K per annum 
per shire.  

Lockhart Shire’s Improvement Action Plan agreed to by 
IPART showed an average additional income of $604K 
per annum generated each year for the next 9 years. It is 
fair to say the net savings from that extra income is 
comparable to the $117K savings proposed by the 
merger. 
That means we will be just as well off financially by 
staying independent as we would be if we merged. 

 If you are a farmer in Lockhart Shire, in the new 
entity, it is likely your average rate will increase 
by 19%. Your Urana equivalent will decrease by 
18%, while your Corowa equivalent will decrease 
by just 4%. This the likely result of unifying the 
rating structures 

It is clear that reasonable financial gains are not evident. 
 
Economic 
The town of Lockhart will undoubtedly decline if the 
merger proceeds because the majority of shire staff 
reside there. The Merger Proposal intends to make 
savings by redeployment and shedding of staff. We 
estimate that out of 18 indoor staff members at Lockhart, 
at least 11 of those will be deployed to Corowa or be 
redunded following the 3 years of protected employment. 
Including the multiplier effect, these job losses will 
remove $2M per annum from the Lockhart economy. 
Unfortunately, the effect of job losses snowballs onto all 
other sectors of our community. 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
The points raised in this submission support our 
communities and our Council’s decision to renounce this 
proposed merger. 

 Our financial position is sound and we have 
been assessed by IPART to be Fit For the 
Future. 

 Conversely, the financial benefits of the merger 
proposal are dubious to say the least. 

 The negative economic effects on the town of 
Lockhart will be disastrous. 

 Our representation on a merged Council will be 
decimated. 

 We have very little communities of interest with 
the largest merger partner. 

 Additionally, we have no guarantees that the 
current levels of service within our shire will be 
continued. Not only may they fall, but our 
farmland rate payers will be required to pay an 
additional 19% per annum for the privilege. 

 
On top of all this, both local state MP’s are on record as 
being against Lockhart’s inclusion in the merger. 
Similarly, our federal Health Minister and Local Member 
for Farrer, Sussan Ley has denounced it, as well as 
former Deputy Prime Minister and local resident Tim 
Fischer. 
 
Mr Eden, I urge you to recommend to the Minister for 
Local Government, Mr Paul Toole, that the three way 
merger not proceed and allow Lockhart to retain its 
independence as a rural based Council. 
 
 
Submissions have to be completed by the 28th February 
and submitted no later than 12 noon on that day. 
 
Further details are provided in this newsletter. 
 
Thank you 
Mayor  
Peter Yates  

Mayors Report 
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THANKS TO LOCKHART SHIRE COMMUNITY 

 
Lockhart Shire Council wishes to thank the 400 plus members of its community who 
attended the Public Inquiry held on Thursday, 4 February 2016, into the three shire 
merger proposal of Lockhart with Urana and Corowa Shires. 
 
Over 40 speakers strongly and unanimously supported Lockhart’s stance to remain 
independent as a rural based council, and the community backing has been 
inspirational and uplifting. 
 
If you are passionate about retention of your local council, we urge you to make a 
written submission stating your reasons why the proposed merger should not proceed 
by the deadline of 28 February 2016 online at:  
www.councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au or posted to GPO Box 5341, SYDNEY, NSW, 
2001. 

 

 

Peter Yates      Rod Shaw 

Mayor       General Manager 

The Rock Residents. 

Don’t forget the closing date for 

submissions for Council Mergers 

close Sunday 28 February 2016 

 

Have you done yours yet? 

http://www.councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au
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Works Report: 
All three grader crews and one contractor are 
working on planned construction projects 
including The Rock Bullenbung Road shoulder 
widening, Boree Creek Road rehabilitation, 
MR370 rehabilitation near Wide Lane and The 
Rock Road Upgrade at The Rock. Next 
projects to commence after that listed above 
are MR543 shoulder widening, Western Road 
widening (commencing at the northern end) 
and Osborne-Yerong Creek Road widening 
(commencing at the western end).  
Concrete crew is undertaking various 
miscellaneous culvert and footpath works 
around the Shire, including commencing the 
2015/16 PAMPS programme. The construction 
of disabled bus stops on Urana Street, either 
side of the new toilet block is well advanced. 
The bus stops will have two new shelters, 
pedestrian crossings and full disabled access. 
Also, two new concrete pads are being 
installed in The Avenue to place, (i) ANZAC 
Gallipoli Scene sculpture and, (ii) an Armoured 
Personnel Carrier; with delivery of these items 
due in February 2016. 
 
drumMUSTER: 
The proposed collection date for Lockhart is 22 
March 2016, and The Rock on 24 March 2016. 
St Joseph’s Catholic School will be managing 
the Lockhart collection, and The Rock Mens’ 
Shed will be managing The Rock collection. 
 
Biosecurity Act 2015: 
The Biosecurity Act 2015 will repeal the 
Noxious Weeds Act 1993 which currently 
provides regulatory controls and powers to 
manage noxious weed in NSW. The 
Biosecurity Act provides the opportunity to 
streamline and modernize the way weeds are 
managed in NSW as it:  
Embeds the principles of shared responsibility 
for biosecurity risks, including weeds, between 
the government, community and industry; and  
Is tenure neutral, meaning that the Biosecurity 
Act will apply equally to all land in the state, 
regardless of whether it is publically or privately 
owned; and,  

Supports regional planning and management 
for weeds, as recommended by the Review of 
Weeds Management in NSW.  
The regulations, instruments, policies and 
procedures that will underpin the Biosecurity 
Act 2015 are currently being developed by the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries. As part 
of the drafting of the regulations, the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries has released 
a Discussion Paper on Weeds, an overview of 
the Biosecurity Act 2015, key questions and 
answers in regards to the act, and key terms 
and definitions regarding the act. These papers 
are available on the department’s website, and 
stakeholders are invited to make comments on 
these papers, as well as how to improve the 
biosecurity system. Comments must be 
received by Friday 12 February 2016. 
 
Avenue of Honour, The Rock - Kurrajongs 
The avenue of Kurrajongs (Brachychiton 
populneum) is a well-known and historically 
significant feature of The Rock. The Kurrajongs 
were planted between 1956 and 1960 to 
replace the Silky Oaks (Grevillea Robusta) that 
were originally planted after WWI as a 
memorial to the 90 fallen soldiers from The 
Rock area.  
The National Arboretum of Canberra states that 
trees of this species take 35-50 years to reach 
mature height, the trees in the avenue are 55-
60 years old so would be considered mature 
specimens. Some believe Kurrajongs can live 
80-100 years but this would generally be in 
their natural bush land habitat where they occur 
as a minority species, surrounded by other 
trees, usually eucalypts. According to NSW 
DPI, when planted in an artificial environment 
insect control by predators and parasites 
appears to be less effective than with trees 
growing naturally. These trees often succumb 
to the ravages of insect pests.  
Drought-stressed trees or those that have been 
pruned too hard and often are more susceptible 
to insect attack than healthy, vigorous, 
unpruned trees. The Kurrajong Weevil attacks 
old or stressed trees that have been injured by 
pruning; trees of reduced health are unable to 
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produce enough gum to engulf the young 
larvae. NSW DPI also states that insecticides 
are of little value in the control of the kurrajong 
weevil. Five trees have died in the avenue over 
the last twelve to eighteen months and one 
near the toilet block is showing signs of severe 
die back, all these trees except one are pruned 
by Origin Energy contractors regularly due to 
their proximity to power lines and as stated 
above this can make them susceptible to attack 
by kurrajong weevils. 
ongoing for at least ten years. The presence of 
deadwood is an indicator of reduced vitality and 
may be due to a number of factors including 
maturity, pruning damage, insect attack, root 
damage, drought and waterlogging, most of 
these trees have been subjected to these 
conditions during the last ten years and as they 
get older they become less able to cope with 
and recover from these events.  
Four saplings were planted last year to fill gaps 
left from previously lost trees; there are still 
approximately eight gaps in the avenue. Future 
replacement stock will be sourced locally at a 
slightly more advanced size. The dead trees 
will be removed and the stumps ground but it 
will take quite a while for the existing roots to 
break down before another tree can be planted 
in the same spot.  
Due to the similar age and prevailing 
conditions, it is reasonable to assume that 
these trees will have a similar lifespan however 
the longer the replacement program can be 
drawn out the longer the mature canopy can be 
maintained and the replacement trees will have 
time to mature and add to the canopy. The 
avenue trees will continue to be monitored and 
maintained. 
 
POOLS 
An inflatable slide/activity course was 
organised by Council’s Youth Officers during 
the school holidays, both pools had the 
inflatable set up for a few days and Lockhart 
also had it for Australia Day. Reports from the 
pool contractors were very favourable, 
attendances were up on these days and a lot of 

fun was had. The pool season closes on 
Sunday 13 March 2016. 
 
SCULPTURE TRAIL 
‘Rain Dragon’ has been relocated to the Albury 
Road entrance to welcome visitors from The 
Rock and Albury. The piece has been elevated 
to improve visibility by placing it on a rustic 
mound constructed from railway sleepers. 
Further landscaping to beautify this area will be 
completed as budget allows.  
‘Rusty Cocky’, 2015 National Farm Art 
Sculpture Award winner is on display at the 
front of the caravan park.  
The ‘Spirit of the Land’ kangaroos donated by 
Lockhart and District Community Bank have 
been permanently secured in their current 
location by Brookong Lagoon. To simplify 
maintenance around the installation a layer of 
mulch will be spread and native grasses 
planted randomly amongst the Roos.  
‘Inland Pelicans’ by Bob Teasdale, has been 
moved to its permanent position in the newly 
landscaped EE ‘Curly’Heckendorf Memorial 
garden at Hodgson Park. 
 
FLOOD STUDIES – LOCKHART AND THE 
ROCK  
Following the devastating floods of 2010 & 
2012 Council has undertaken Flood Studies of 
both Lockhart and The Rock townships to 
investigate what mitigation measures could be 
installed to assist in preventing re-occurrence. 
Council has recently been advised that it has 
been successful in gaining Office of 
Environment & Heritage (OEH) grant funding at 
6:1 ratio for:  
(i) Voluntary Purchase of one property each 
year at Lockhart and The Rock for the next 
three years, and  
(ii) Installation of early flood warning equipment 
at both Lockhart and The Rock.  
The following budget and financial aspects of 
the Flood Study/Mitigation process were noted:  
(a) The cost of the Stage 3 of the Flood Studies 
is $220,000, funded 6:1 ratio with grants from 
Office of Environment & Heritage (OEH) and 
Council own money ($31,000) which has been 
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already included in 2015/16 budget.  
(b) The cost for the Voluntary Purchase of 
properties this year, being one each in 
Lockhart and The Rock is $630,000, with 
Council contribution being $90,000. This is 
currently unbudgeted for 2015/16. It is 
anticipated total cost to Council to complete the 
Voluntary Purchase scheme, if funding 
continues, is $90,000 annually for the next ten 
years (total $900,000).  
(c) The cost for the early flood warning 
equipment installation is $61,000, with Council 
contribution being $9,000. This currently 
unbudgeted for 2015/16. This is also a one off 
expense.  
(d) The cost to construct the flood mitigation 
measures is unknown at this stage, although 
early estimates place works in the order of 
$4.9M. It is likely that OEH will again fund the 
construction works at 6:1 ratio, depending on 
the benefit to the community, meaning Council 
contribution would be at a minimum $700,000.  
(e) The cost to Council of other works listed to 
be possibly undertaken as recommended by 
the respective Flood Study Committee’s is 
$500,000, which is unbudgeted at this stage. 
These works are seen as a lower priority to 
those listed in (a) to (d) above.  
Council at its meeting 8 February 2016 
resolved that:  
(a) Proceeds with installation in 2015/16 of 
early flood warning equipment for Lockhart and 
The Rock with Council contribution of $9,000 to 
be funded from Reserves;  
(b) Proceeds with negotiating in 2015/16 the 

Voluntary Purchase of properties in order of 
highest priority as determined by consultants 
final report, with Council contribution of 
$90,000 to be funded from reserves;  
(c) Notes the other future costs associated with 
the overall flood mitigation works; and  
(d) Applies for funding under the 2016/17 
Floodplain management program which is 
currently open to commence with the 
construction of flood mitigation infrastructure.  
 
THE ROCK SES UNIT HEADQUARTERS 
BUILDING UPGRADE  
SES at The Rock is undertaking Unit 
Headquarters Building Upgrade and has 
requested in kind assistance from Council. The 
SES has found the existing building is 
inadequate to accommodate its needs to 
respond to the community in an event of a 
natural disaster, such as the Floods of 2010 
and 2012. It is proposing an upgrade and 
extension to the existing facilities provided by 
Council.  
The SES has secured grant funding for the 
extension however has requested in kind 
support from Council. Council is obliged under 
the SES Act 1989 to provide suitable facilities 
to allow it to perform its duties. The SES unit at 
The Rock is made up of local volunteers and 
provides a very valuable service to our Shire. 
Council at its meeting 8 February 2016 
resolved that Council provides in kind support 
requested for the SES Unit Headquarters 
Building Upgrade at The Rock with costs to be 
incorporated at next quarterly budget review. 

Pleasant Hills Residents 

Don’t forget the closing date for 

submissions for Council Mergers 

close Sunday 28 February 2016 

Have you done yours yet? 
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Lockhart Central School 
We have had a truly wonderful start to the school year with students settling in quickly to their learning. In addition to 
our new kindergarten students we have welcomed new enrolments in secondary including the vast majority of last 
years’ Year 10 returning into Stage 6. I am sure they will find Year 11 not only challenging but also rewarding and 
they are looking forward to meeting their new teachers and fellow students from across the Riverina Access 
Partnership (RAP) at next week’s induction camp.  
Our Year 7 students are also settling in well to their new mode of lesson delivery and getting used to having their 
lessons in different rooms and with different teachers. Planning for next weeks’ Year 7 and 8 peer support excursion 
to the Talbingo area is well underway and promises to be a very exciting couple of days.  
This year will be the second year of the current school planning period and we will be continuing our focus on the 
three strategic directions : Relationships, Leadership and Quality Teaching. I am very much looking forward to 
working with our student leadership group and encouraging them to become more involved in school matters. The 
new SRC will be voted on within the next week or so with their formal induction assembly soon thereafter.  
A reminder that the Greater Kengal swimming carnival will be held on February 3rd at the Lockhart pool with our 
students competing against students from Pleasant Hills, Boree Creek and Yerong Creek. I apologise for the late 
notification of this carnival however we were only advised of the final date at very late notice. As per previous 
notifications, the Lockhart Central School swimming carnival will this year be a twilight carnival and will be held on the 
afternoon/evening of February 11th. I hope that many family and community members will be able to join us for what 
will be a most enjoyable event. Students will not be expected to attend school on Friday, February 12th and 
consequently only minimal teacher supervision will be provided.  
On a final note I extend a very warm welcome to our new staff members Ms Tara Buckley and Mr Andrew Donaldson 
to our school. Ms Buckley is assigned as a secondary English/History teacher and Mr Donaldson is an additional 
Head Teacher Secondary Studies. A 
welcome is also extended to our new 
families: I look forward to us working 
together for the educational benefit 
of all our students.  
Ruth Ernest, Principal  

School News 

St Joseph’s News 
This year we welcomed 16 new Kinders and a new Year 1 student to our school to begin our year. 
Over the holidays, we took delivery of 31 new chromebooks that will be put into the 5/6 classroom. This 
will allow for the current 5/6 laptops to be dispersed throughout the rest of the school.  
Congratulations to our Sports Captains for 2016. They are Victoria Rockliff and Sam Hunt for Blue House 
and Alice Gooden and Charlie Douglas for Gold House. Everyone put in a great effort in our swimming 
carnival on the first Tuesday back at school and congratulations to Nagle (Blue House) for being the 
winning team on the night. Our 2016 swimming champions were: Seniors - Charlie Douglas and Victoria 
Rockliff, Juniors -  William Marsh and Anastasia McFarlane, Sub-Juniors - Darcy Fox and Sienna 
McFarlane.  
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Spirit of the Land Lockhart Festival 
President’s Report 
 
2015 festival was once again an outstanding 
success and this is due to the continued support 
and assistance we not only received on the 
weekend but for the months leading up to the 
festival. 
 
The weekend was certainly well supported with 
many visitors coming to our beautiful town over the 
two days. 
 
Our sculpture display did not disappoint with 12 
new artists entering their works for the first time 
and the inclusion of the beautiful wood carvings by 
Richard Yates was certainly a very welcomed 
addition.  
The market stall entries were also well up on the 
previous year with many new and varied holders 
and I would like to thank Mary Alexander on the 
wonderful job she did in coordinating the stalls for 
2015.  
Our Fine Arts and photography section was re-
vamped which allowed new categories for artists to 
enter into. Thanks to Marg Schirmer for all of the 
effort and time that she put into this.  
I must also make mention of the amazing fireworks 
display. It was undoubtedly the best display we 
have had yet and will hopefully keep impressing 
and attracting visitors to our festival each year.  
Bush poet, Noel Stallard was also a welcomed 
inclusion to the festival with both young and old 
enjoying his poetry and storytelling.  
So along with the already mentioned activities and 
the antique auction, open gardens, farm tours, 
music at the lagoon and buskers our town certainly 
put on a wonderful weekend for the many visitors 
who traveled to be a part of the festivities. 
 
There are so many people to thank and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank any person or 
group who has helped in any way. The support 
and generosity that our committee receives is truly 
incredible and enables the festival to keep going 
from strength to strength.  

The festival certainly would not exist without the 
continued backing from our ‘Friends of the 
Festival’ and sponsors.  
Thank you to our Shire Council and Lockhart & 
District Community Bank for their continued 
support and financial contributions – their 
assistance is invaluable and I hope this 
association will be long lasting. 
A huge thank you also to all of our other sponsors 
-  Lockhart Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Bush & 
Campbell, Grain Corp, Delta Ag, Ian McLeod & 
Co, Intuition of Lockhart, Lions Club of Lockhart, 
Rotary Club of Lockhart, Lockhart Post Office, 
Lockhart Anglers Club, Lockhart IGA, Lockhart 
Roadhouse, MWS Fabrication, Verandah Town 
Electrical, John Bance & Son Funeral Directors, 
Tasco, Riverina Water, Princes Pest Control 
Uranquinty and Coates Hire.  
There are also many people who donate their skills 
or time to our festival and I am certainly not game 
to start naming individuals in fear of overlooking 
someone. So to each and every one of you thank 
you, your contribution is instrumental in the 
running of our festival.   
 
To my hard working committee, your support and 
dedication is greatly appreciated and I thank you 
all for this. Without doubt, your commitment has 
enabled the festival to grow into the success it is 
today. 
 
In closing I would personally like to thank anyone 
who has helped me in my roll as President over 
the past 3 years. It has been a very rewarding time 
and I assure my successor that their time will be 
very gratifying 
a n d 
enjoyable. 
 
Liz Pertzel 
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Next Council Meeting 

Monday  
21st March 2016 

Notice is given that Council’s 
Meeting for March will be held in 

the Council Chambers, Green 
Street, Lockhart. 

The meeting commences at 
5.00pm  

Members of the community are 
most  

welcome to attend. 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINES 

All articles for the next Newsletter need 
to be received no later than 4pm on 

Friday 18th March 2016 

Council would appreciate articles in word 
or publisher format, jpg is also 

acceptable. 

Placement of articles is subject to 
available space. 

 Ph: (02) 6920 5305 Fax: (02) 
6920 5247 

or mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au  
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Corporate and Community Services 

Do you receive a Centrelink or  
DVA pension? 
If you receive a Pension you can apply for a Pension Rebate on your 
Rates if the property on which you are applying for a Rebate is your 
principal place of residence. Please download the application form from Council’s 
website, pick up a copy from Council’s office or telephone Council’s Revenue Officer 
on (02) 69205305. Please ensure that you attach a copy of your Pensioner Concession 
Card when lodging your form with Council or bring it to the office for a member of staff 
to photocopy. 

Rates information 
If paying by instalments, your next instalment will  

be due by 28 February 2016. 

Overdue Rates are subject to daily interest in accordance with the 
provisions of The Local Government Act, 1993 at the interest rate 
approved by the Minister for Local Government. Currently, interest is set 
at 8.5% pa. 

Failure to contact Council regarding overdue Rates may 
result in additional and unnecessary recovery costs which 
will be added to your account. 
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Brookong Nook Craft Shop  
Green Street Lockhart  

Come in and browse you’ll be amazed 

Goods for sale: All varieties of home made Jams, Pickles, Relishes, Lemon Butter, 

Local Honey, Free Range Eggs, Olive Oil, Goats Soap. 

Cooking: Apple or Apricot Pies, Fruit Rolls, Various small tarts, 

Handcrafts: knitted scarf’s – all lengths & colours in latest fashion yarns, baby jackets & Children’s jumpers, 

bibs & singlet’s, knitted berets/hats, rugs, dressed dolls and new born baby necessities in a gift basket. 

Many other assorted handcrafts and gifts 

Great place for that special gift at reasonable prices. 

Orders taken if  unavailable on the day. 

CONTACT: LUKE FOLEY,  
JOHN MOONEY REAL ESTATE - AGENT FOR COUNCIL 
PHONE:  02 69211255 

Yerong Creek Residents 

Don’t forget the closing date 

for submissions for Council Mergers 

close Sunday 28 February 2016 

Have you done yours yet? 
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We sell a large variety of locally made items 
including: 
Baked goods, hand painted gifts, baby wear, 
children’s clothing, toys, quilting & patchwork, 
knitted and crocheted items, kitchen & 
bathroom accessories, ladies bags, jewellery & 
scarves, aboriginal artwork.  
Our association was formed to provide 
opportunities, for crafters within the Riverina 
area. To connect with others, grow their home 
based businesses and promote handmade, 
local products in the community. 

If you would like to become a member, 
applications can be picked up at the Craft 

Shop or at The Rock Op Shop.All welcome.  
For more information call: Di Fortune  6920 

3380 or Chris Makeham    6920 1092 

―Kengal Krafters Inc” 

The Rock Craft Shop @ the CWA rooms at  
128 Urana St The Rock  

Open Wednesday to Sunday, from 10am to 2pm 

Ford Street   THE ROCK    2655 

THE ROCK & DISTRICT MEN’S SHED 

MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 9AM 
TO 3PM 

$5 INCLUDES MORNING TEA & LUNCH 

BRING YOUR OWN PROJECTS AND 
IDEAS 

OR JUST JOIN IN THE CONVERSATIONS 

COME AND JOIN US 

CONTACT NUMBERS 

Bob President   0428 695 913 

Chris Secretary  0404 914088 

THE ROCK & DISTRICT 
MENS SHED 
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Environmental Services 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

Planning to build or subdivide? 
All applications are to be reviewed in a pre-lodgement meeting with the Environmental 
Services Department, prior to lodgement.  Please phone to arrange an appointment. 
Council’s planning staff will be able to assist you in preparing your application 
Most types of development require a development application. The types of development 
which will normally need a development application include:  
 

 New buildings  

 Alterations and additions to existing buildings, including swimming pools  

 Most types of change of use of existing buildings or premises  

 Demolition of buildings, including heritage items or buildings in the heritage conservations 
area  

 Alterations or additions to heritage items or buildings in the heritage conservation area  

 Subdivision of land  

 Advertising signs  

 Earthworks, filling and clearing. 
 
You may also require approval from Council for certain activities as required under Section 68 of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  Some examples of such activities include: 

 Installation of manufactured homes or moveable dwellings.  

 Sewerage and stormwater drainage work.  

 Install a domestic oil or solid fuel heating appliance. 
 
Information and forms are available on Council’s website under the heading Development – Building & 
Development forms. 
All Development Applications should be submitted with a Statement of Environmental Effects, all relevant 
Plans and payment.  If unsure give our Planning team at Environmental Services a call on 69205305. 

EXHIBITION OF DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT, 1979 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 101 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the following development 
application was approved, with conditions, from  1 December 2015 to 31 January  2016by Lockhart Shire Council 

Applications may be viewed at the Lockhart Shire Council Office, 65 Green Street Lockhart, between 9am and 4pm weekdays 
(excluding public holidays). Submissions to the proposals may be made in writing prior to the expiry of the exhibition period. 

DA No Development Site of Development 

21/16 New Colorbond Shed 1 Bond St, Lockhart 

22/16 Extension to existing Dwelling 415 Vincents Rd, The Rock 

24/16 Transportable Dwelling 504 Jim McDonnells Lane, Lockhart 

25/16 Bathroom to colorbond shed 143 Old Trunk Rd, The Rock 

26/16 New Colorbond Shed 126 Collingullie Rd, The Rock 

27/16 Subdivision 5197 The Rock Collingullie Rd, The Rock 

28/16 Farm Machinery Shed 5411 Collingullie Rd, The Rock 

29/16 Change of use of existing Dwelling to Secondary 
Dwelling 

350 Bulloc Hill Rd, The Rock 

30/16 New Colorbond Shed 6 Osborne St, Lockhart 
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Public Information 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

 

LOCKHART  

GOLF CLUB 
***************************************** 

Summer Comps 

Sat - 8am 9 Holes  

BBQ lunch 

Sun - 5pm 9 Holes 

ALL WELCOME 
*********************************************** 

Phone: 

Tim - 0428 462 656 

LOCKHART  

MEMORIAL HALL 

HALL HIRE 

FULL DAY  $190.00 

HALF DAY  $110.00 

NIGHT  $190.00 

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR HIRE: 
Tables, Chairs, Crockery 

Please contact Lockhart Shire 
Council 

Phone: (02) 6920 5305 

Urana Shire Council Newsletter 

The Urana Shire Council monthly 
newsletter is available from Council’s 

office – 65 Green Street, Lockhart, and 
our newsletter similarly from Urana 

Shire Council. 

PLEASANT HILLS PRESCHOOL 

Open Wednesdays 

9.15 – 3.15 

For children aged between 3 – 5yrs 

For more info contact Megan 6929 6134 

THE ROCK TOWN HALL 

HALL HIRE 

FULL DAY  $190.00 

HALF DAY  $110.00 

NIGHT  $190.00 

Please contact Joy Schultz 

0428 566 902 
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Public Information 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

 

Lockhart Local Court Services 

The Local Court Office can be found 
at 9 Matthews Street, Lockhart 

(Council’s Medical Centre). 

The office is open the first and third Mondays of 
each month from 9:to 1:00pm and 2:00pm to 

3:30pm. 

Services available include: Births, Deaths & 
Marriages enquiries, family law, apprehended 
violence orders, advice on procedural matters 
relating to Court appearances, payment of court 
fines and civil claims matters.  Assistance can be 
given in the making of Wills.  Marriages may also 

be conducted. 

As a Government Access Centre you may 
purchase fishing licences, obtain boating 

handbooks and many other publications. 

Please make use of the services provided by 
Lockhart Court House. Phone 6920 5533 or call in 

during opening hours. 

Lockhart Senior Citizen 

March Events 

All activities are held at the  

Lockhart Ex-Servicemen’s Club 

1.30 Monday 14th - Meeting followed 
by Bingo & afternoon tea 

12.00 Sunday 20th - BBQ 

1.30 Monday 28th - Bingo 

Friday 11th - Raffle 

Thursday 24th - Raffle 

All gatherings are held at the Lockhart 
Ex-Servicemen’s Club 

Lockhart Seniors News 

All meetings held at the 

Lockhart Ex-Servicemen’s Club 

President Betty Quee welcomed 27 

members to our Annual General Meeting.  

The new Executive Committee are: 

Public Officer Joy Hooper 

President Joy Hooper 

Secretary Wendy Mulqueeny 

Treasurer Lil Golder 

Committee Members: 

Pat French, Barb Doherty 

BBQ Cook—Neil Jefferys 

M Doherty 

 



22 

 

The Rock & District Playgroup 

Meets Fridays  

10am - 12pm 

The Rock Preschool 

King Street 

The Rock 

For all children from birth—5yrs and all 

carers, mums, dads and grandparents 

Bring the kiddos for a play while you 

enjoy a coffee 

For more information contact  

Connie 0428719576  

Naomi  0431203412 

Di 0429160381  

Emma 0418964114 

 

The Rock Op-Shop 

Open 7 Days 

10am - 2pm 

Thank you for donations. 

Keep them coming! 

Spring/Summer stock all in store. 

Items $2 per piece 

Check us out on Facebook 

Contact Lynly Boyle  

6920 1522 

THE ROCK PRESCHOOL INC 
For children aged 3-6 years Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm 

 New building 

 Amazing large outdoor play area.  

  Please call 02-69202455  

  or email therockps@gmail.com   

  A great place for children to laugh, learn and grow! 
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Local Church Services – March 2016 

Lockhart Uniting Church Services 

If there are any pastoral concerns, please 

contact Larraine Hoffman on 6920 6233 

Harvestlands Home Church 

At Steve and Marianne's 

4pm Sunday Afternoon 

All Welcome 

Enq: Pastor Steve & Pastor Marianne Train 

0438 236 280 - 0427 241 021 

St John’s Presbyterian Church 
Cnr Hebden & Day St, Lockhart 

1st and 3rd Sundays - 6pm 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays - 8.45am 

Rev Craig Nicholas 6929 3129 
www.hentylockhartpresy.org.au   

Lockhart, Urana & Oaklands Catholic Church 
Lockhart Parish  

1st, 3rd & 5th SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
SATURDAY (Vigil Mass) - 6pm  Lockhart 

SUNDAY 8am - Urana 
10am - Oaklands 

2nd & 4th SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
SATURDAY (Vigil Mass) 6pm Urana 

SUNDAY 8am Lockhart 
10am Urangeline 

For further information contact  
Father Tony Schipp on 6920 5446 

The Rock Uniting Church 
Ford Street, The Rock 

Rev. Daniel Yang 
2ND SUNDAY – 9.30AM 

All Welcome 
CONTACT: (O2) 69202024  

Or (02) 6933 1650 

The Rock 
St Peters Anglican Church 

Communion 1st Sunday  
each month at 9.30am 

Enquiries: Mrs J Heazlewood 0447 491 560 
Mrs M Vennell 6920 1067 

St Mary’s Parish, The Rock 

Sunday 10.00am - The Rock. 

1st & 3rd Sunday, 8.30am - Mangoplah 

2nd & 4th Sunday, 8.30am - Yerong Creek 

Enquiries: Fr Damian Jellett 6920 2017 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Milbrulong 

 2nd Sunday of the month - 

 Lay Reading with morning tea 

 4th Sunday of the month  

 Lay Reading with Sunday School 

Phone 02-69206226 with enquiries 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 
Diocese of Riverina Parish of Lockhart 

St Aidan’s Lockhart  
Cnr Day & Drummond Streets Lockhart 

SUNDAYS 9.00am 
St Philip’s Urana Princess Street Urana 

4th Sunday of the month 5pm 
St Oswald’s Boree Creek 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals & other 
activities by arrangement 

All enquiries: Rev Nola Cox 6920 5549 
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MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE 

March 2016 

Lockhart  

1st, 8th,15th, 22nd & 29th 

9am - 12.30pm 

Milbrulong 

10th & 24th 

11am - 12noon 

Pleasant Hills 

7th & 21st 

1.15pm - 2.30pm 

Yerong Creek  

9th & 23rd 

3pm - 4pm 

The Rock 

Now stopping directly across from Emily 

Gardens Aged Care, Emily Street 

10th & 24th 

9am - 10.30am 

www.rrl.nsw.gov.au 

Please check times 

and dates for 

changes 

Lockhart  
Caravan Park 

If you know someone looking for just 
the right place to set up camp with a 
tent or caravan, or looking to hire an on
-site van, then Lockhart Caravan Park is 
just the place. 

Situated in Green Street, the caravan 
park is just 100 metres from the 

shopping area and within easy walking 
distance to all facilities. 

There are 21 sites, three unpowered 
and eighteen powered sites. 

Three Cabins which can accommodate 
up to 8 people are also available. 

A modern camp kitchen is available as 
well as showers, toilets and a peaceful 

location. 

Contact the Manager on  

0458 205 303  

for bookings. 
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 Each TUESDAY Each WEDNESDAY 
ONE SUNDAY IN MARCH 

(13TH due to Easter) 

Lockhart  8.30am  - 10.30am 8.30am  - 11.30am 

The Rock  1.00pm  - 3.00pm 1.00pm -  4.00pm 

Yerong Creek 1.30pm – 3.30pm   

Pleasant Hills 10.00 am – 12.00pm   

Milbrulong 8.00am – 9.00am   

Council Waste Disposal Centres Opening Hours 

ALL CENTRES ARE CLOSED ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS (EASTER SUNDAY) 
Items not accepted include mattresses, hazardous chemicals and tyres. 
Items accepted free of charge include Oil, Green waste, and  
E-waste. 
Some wastes are separated before disposal. Such items include Oil,  
E-waste, green waste, metals (including fencing wire), bricks and concrete. 
Some Centres accept only general household waste. Refer to Council’s webpage www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au/
environment/waste-recycling.aspx  for further information, or contact the Council Office. 

Curious about how we turn old mobiles into new possibilities? Here's an insight into our 
recycler TES-AMM's process. As well as being highly efficient, this process provides a 
complete breakdown of chemical compounds. That means it prevents potentially 
damaging chemical compounds (such as dioxins and furans) from reforming and 
threatening the environment. 
Step 1: Sorting 
First, phones are dismantled and sorted into the following components: batteries (NiCad, NiMetHyd, Lithium 
Ion), printed circuit boards, handsets, chargers/accessories, plastics, metals and paper/cardboard 
packaging. 
Step 2: Batteries 
Batteries are sorted into their chemical types.  All lithium ion and nickel metal hydride (NiMetHyd) batteries 
are shipped to TES-AMM in Singapore where they're processed for cobalt, lithium and nickel.  All Nickel 
cadmium (NiCad) batteries are shipped to KOBAR Ltd in South Korea where they are processed for nickel 
(to make stainless steel), cadmium (to make new batteries) and copper. 
Step 3: Circuits 
Circuit boards are stored and then shipped to TES-AMM in Singapore where they are processed for precious 
metals including gold, silver, copper and lead. 
Step 4: Casings 
Pure plastic handset casings with are sent to local plastics manufacturers Australian Composite Technology, 
who shreds and uses the plastic to produce composite plastic fence posts or to CloseTheLoop / EWood who 
shreds and uses the plastics to make plastic wood planks for garden beds/furniture. 
Step 5: Accessories and Mixed Plastics 
Copper wiring is sent to local metal recyclers for recovery. Other accessories and mixed plastics are 
processed by TES-AMM in Singapore. Here, they are shredded and the plastics are separated from the 
ferrous and non-ferrous metals for re-use. The plastics are used to make  shipping pallets and the metals 
sold on to manufacturers. 
Step 6: Packaging 
Packaging is separated into plastic and paper and sent to local recyclers for processing 
Drop your old phones into the mobile muster bin provided at Council’s Administration Building 
8.30am - 4pm Monday to Friday 

http://www.tes-amm.com/
http://www.tes-amm.com/
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Health & Associated Services 
Our Values - Leadership; Integrity; Progressiveness; Commitment; Accountability; Adaptability. 

 

OPTOMETRIST 
Russell and Chalker EyecarePlus visit 

Lockhart regularly for comprehensive 

consultations including glaucoma testing, 

cataract  assessments ,  macular 

degeneration. 

Adults and children’s assessments, and 

Veteran’s Affairs patients welcome.  

Spectacle frames available. 

For Appointments Phone:  

(02) 6921 8833. 

Home Care Service of NSW 
Lockhart/Urana/The Rock 

Enquiries: 6920 5286 

Co-ordinator - Robyn Pearse 

We provide the following services: 

 Domestic Assistance 

 Personal Care 

 Respite Services 

Referral Intake: 1300 881 144 

X-RAY SERVICE 

X-ray services are available every second 

Friday at Lockhart & District Hospital.  A 

referral from the doctor is required. 

For appointments phone 6930 7100 

Lockhart Community Health Services 
Lockhart Community Health Nurses are available 

for self-referral  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, ph: 6930 7100 

The Rock Community Health Nurses are available 
for self-referral Mon, Wed, Fri, ph: 6930 7100 or 

Mob: 0427 107 897 

Early Childhood Clinics—Wed, Lockhart 

–Thurs, The Rock 

Other services available include: 

Physiotherapy—Wed, ph: 6930 7100 

Women’s Health—6930 7100  

Murrumbidgee  

Medicare Local have a counsellor 
providing counselling on the 1st 
& 3rd Wednesday of the month 

at the Lockhart Medical Practice. 

Referrals are needed. 

Just call the surgery on 69205249 
to make an appointment. 

Interested in cycling? 

Bike riding group leaving every 
Saturday morning at 7am from  

Latte Da, Green St,  

Ride from 10 – 30km    All 
welcome 

Contact Foxy for 
more info  

0447 239 216 

Tai Chi classes will resume on Monday 4th 
January 2016 for three weeks and then take a 
break until Monday 22nd February at 9.30am in 
Lockhart Uniting Church Hall. There are a 
couple of beginners starting in the New Year, 
so why not also come along and try a gentle 
form of exercise especially designed for more 
mature people. If you would like 
any more information, please 
contact Larraine Hoffmann on 
69206233, or 0427204051. 
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Our services delivery areas encompass the Lockhart & Urana Shires. For further 
classification of service provision in what areas and for any queries please contact 
Lockhart on 02 6920 4162. 
 

Weekly Wagga bus Run—Wednesdays    Urana to Wagga Bus 3rd Wednesday of  
Month 
$10 Lockhart return trip    $15 Urana return trip 
Depart Lockhart Post Office 8:30am  Depart Oakland’s  07.30am 
The Rock Post Office 9:00am   Depart Urana  8:00am 
        Depart Wagga  2:30pm 
 
Urana to Albury Bus 2nd Tuesday of Month $15 return trip 
Depart Lockhart  7.30 am 
Depart Urana  8.00am 
Depart Oakland’s  8.30am 
Depart Albury  2.00pm 
 
Urana To Yarrawonga - 4th Thursday of the Month $10 return trip 
Depart Urana:  8:30am 
Departs Oakland's:  9:00am 
Depart Yarrawonga:  2:30pm 

 
Bookings are essential: 02 69204162 
intakeHACC@valmar.com.au 

 

 
 

 Community Transport 

 Meals on Wheels/ Frozen Meals 

 Respite ( NRCP) 

 Domestic Assistance 

 Personal Care 

 Home Maintenance  

 Social Support  

 Free Broadband for Seniors 

 Thursday Craft Group- Thursdays at 

10:00am to 12pm at the Office. Morning 
tea provided. Gold Coin donation 

 Day Club – Tuesdays at 10:00am at 

Uniting Church Hall. Morning Tea, 
Lunch & Afternoon Tea provided  $8 
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Lockhart Lions Club Recycling 
Location:  Next to Uncle Toby’s Shed, northern side of railway line. 

Entry from Brookong Street. 

Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, seven days a week 

Items 

Paper/Magazines, Books (incl. phone books) Cardboard, Glass bottles & Jars (rinsed) 
Aluminium cans -Scrap aluminium, Plastics of any kind incl. bottles (rinsed), bags and wrapping 

Unacceptable Items 

Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene, Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, Heat-treated 
glass,  

Steel cans or drums 

Items we definitely don’t want  

Soiled disposable nappies 

Be a responsible recycler. To make our job easier  

please use receptacles provided. 

Thank you 

Mobile Blood Service Next visiting: 

 

Lockhart 
Council Chambers, 65 Green Street 
 

Wednesday 23 March 2016 

8:30am - 3:00pm 

 

Drink up! Have 3 or 4 glasses of water 
or juice in the hours before you donate. 

Eat! Have a good sized breakfast or 
lunch 

Please bring photo I.D. with you 

 

To make an appointment call 13 14 95 

Or visit donateblood.com.au 

ROLL UP YOUR  

SLEEVES AND  

GIVE BLOOD 
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Lockhart Residents 

Don’t forget the closing date for 

submissions for Council Mergers close 

Sunday 28 February 2016 

Have you done yours yet? 

CLAIMING THE DATE 

 

SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 

MOTHER’S DAY FAIR 

ST AIDAN’S HALL AND 

GROUNDS 

DRUMMOND ST 

LOCKHART 

STALL SITES $10 

PHONE REV NOLA 

0269205549 
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WEED OF THE MONTH - BROOMRAPE 

 

Orobanche 
species 
Impact: Broomrapes 
are parasitic plants 
that are among the 
world’s worst crop 
weeds. They pose a 
serious threat to 
broadleaf grain and 
vegetable industries in Australia. Once established, 
broomrapes can reduce crop yields by up to 70%, 
threaten export markets and be extremely difficult to 
eradicate. 
Broomrapes attach to the roots of broadleaf plants and 
extract all of their nutrient and water requirements from 
their host. In Australia, known host plants include canola, 
carrot, lettuce, tomato, capeweed, vetch and medics. 
Symptoms are not very distinctive but there may be some 
yellowing and necrosis of the foliage, general weakening 
of the plant and reduced fruit production. 
Branched broomrapes (Orobanche ramose) poses the 
greatest threat to Australian crops and is only known to 
occur as an isolated infestation in the Murray Bridge area 
of South Australia. No known infestations of branched 
broomrape occur in New South Wales. 
Other species of concern are Egyptian broomrape (O. 
aegyptiaca), nodding broomrape (O. cernua var. cernua), 
crenate broomrape (O. crenata) and sunflower broomrape 
(O. cumana), none of which currently exist in Australia. 
Native broomrape (O. cernua var. australiana) and 
another exotic, clover broomrape (O. minor), are present 
but not considered a problem. 
 
Distribution: Worldwide there are approximately 140 
species of broomrape. Branched broomrape is native to 
southern Europe, western Asia and northern Africa and is 
considered a weed in its native range. 
Five species of broomrape are major crop weeds 
throughout northern Africa, the Middle East, Europe, Asia 
and America. 
 
Spread: Broomrapes are annual plants that grow from 
seed and require a host plant to survive. After a 
broomrape seed germinates, the seedling’s roots attach 
to the roots of a host plant and the whole broomrape plant 
remains underground until its flowering stems emerge 
(about 6 weeks after germination). Flowering and seed 
set occurs within 2-3 weeks. One plant can produce 

thousands of seeds per year which can lay dormant in the 
soil for over 30 years. 
Broomrapes seed can spread by wind, livestock, vehicles, 
clothing, flood waters and contaminated fodder, seed and 
soil. 
Description: All broomrapes contain no chlorophyll and 
only the flowering stem can be seen above the ground. 
Key identification features: 

 Stems are up to 30cm high and densely 
branched from ground level. Brown or straw-
yellow in colour and covered with soft woolly 
hairs. 

 Very few scale-like leaves occur at the base of 
the stem and are up to 8mm long. 

 Flowers are 1 – 2.2 cm long, trumpet-shaped and 
pale-blue to violet in colour. These flowers have 
2 petals on the upper lip and 3 petals below. 
Flowering occurs in summer. 

 The fruit is a single-celled, one chambered 
capsule containing hundreds of seeds. It opens 
by two valves at the tip. The capsule dries and 
shatters in summer. 

 Seeds are about 0.3 mm long, oval in shape, 
have a rough surface and are black, brown, or 
yellowish-brown in colour. 

 
Legal Requirements: Broomrapes are declared as a 
Class 1, State Prohibited Noxious Weed for all of New 
South Wales. As such, the plant must be eradicated from 
the land and that land must be kept free of the plant. All 
species in the Orobanche genus are declared noxious 
except the native O. cernua var. australiana and O. minor. 
For further information please contact Council’s Noxious 
Weeds Inspector on (02) 6920 5305, visit 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds, 
contact the NSW Invasive Plants & Animals Enquiry Line 

on 1800 680 244, or email weeds@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds


32 

 


