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Dear Mr Veneris 
 
 
To provide certainty to councils, communities and potential candidates, the NSW Government has 
made the decision to postpone the September local government elections in the face of the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Local government elections are a vital part of the democratic process, ensuring local councils are 
accountable to their local communities. Therefore, the decision to postpone them has not been 
taken lightly but is necessary to ensure the health and safety of voters, NSW Electoral Commission 
staff and election candidates. 
 
The decision follows Parliament passing amendments to the Local Government Act last night to 
provide me with the power to postpone the elections for 12 months with a possible further 
extension to 31 December 2021 should the need arise. The independent Electoral Commissioner 
also requested that the Government postpone the council elections.  
 
I intend to make an order which will be published in the Government Gazette to postpone the 2020 
local government elections. It is the Government’s intention that these council elections will be held 
in September 2021. 
 
The postponement of the next elections will not change the future schedule of council elections, 
and the subsequent elections will still proceed in September 2024. 
 
Current councillors and popularly elected mayors will continue to hold their civic offices until the 
rescheduled local government elections are held.  
 
Mayoral elections will need to be held for mayors elected by councillors in September 2018 when 
their two-year terms expire this year. Mayors elected in September 2019 will continue to hold office 
until September 2021 once the new election date is gazetted. 
 
The Office of Local Government (OLG) will issue further advice to councils shortly. OLG is also 
issuing regular COVID-19 Council Updates to provide council staff and councillors with the latest 
information and resources. Councils should contact their Council Engagement Manager with any 
questions and issues.  
 



I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the tremendous challenges COVID-19 is 
causing for local councils and their communities. It is essential that we all comply with restrictions 
on gatherings and social distancing requirements to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19.   
 
I wish you all the best in these challenging times and hope that you stay healthy and safe.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
The Hon. Shelley Hancock MP 
Minister for Local Government 
 


