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Yerong Creek Water Tower Mural Project 
The Selection Panel established by Lockhart Shire Council to advise and 

recommend a preferred design for the Yerong Creek Water Tower mural has 

reviewed the feedback from the most recent community consultation and its 

recommendation will be presented to the Council meeting on 19 April 2021. 

Renowned artist HEESCO has been engaged to prepare a design concept after an 

Expression of Interest (EOI) was sought from three artists in late 2020.  Each artist 

was to respond to the four broad themes of transport, education, sport and 

agriculture showing changes over time.  Intertwined with these broad themes are 

images that capture the district’s Indigenous and military history. 

A petition with 95 signatures objecting to the design was received by Council along 

with 28 individual submissions, 14 for the design and 14 against.  Council received 

oral presentations at its meeting held on 15 March 2021.  Council gave an 

undertaking at that meeting that the feedback received would be conveyed to the 

Selection Panel for its review and consideration.  

The Selection Panel has considered the feedback received and the matters raised 

by submitters and has now recommended that the following changes be made to 

the design: 

• Remove the five children on technology and replace with AFL goal posts and 

two children in Yerong Creek football uniform kicking a red AFL football.  

• Remove the trees and tractor in the top left-hand corner and replace with a 

sunset. 

• Make the train a little smaller to make more room for the enhanced agricultural 

scene. 

• Add canola and wheat heads, as well as a round hay bale in the top left 

agricultural scene. 

• Children in the middle of the design to be in Yerong Creek school uniform. 
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• The colours of the military uniform be made lighter or in a light khaki green and 

emu feathers to be added to the soldier’s hat, consistent with the uniform of 

the light horsemen. 

• Add small bowling balls (lawn bowls) an echidna and a horse racing cup with 

historical links to the village.  

The Panel believes that the above changes respond specifically to issues raised in 

the submissions and enhance the design whilst keeping faith with the initial theme 

including colour and style.  

Each broad theme and image will also be brought to life through stories that will be 

displayed on interpretation panels connecting back to Yerong Creek’s deep history 

and community pride.  

Subject to the Panel’s recommendation being endorsed by Council at its meeting 

on 19 April, and a development application for the project being finalised, the project 

will be able to proceed.  

Lockhart Shire Mayor, Cr Rodger Schirmer said that, “as is the nature of public art 

projects, there has been strong and passionate views regarding the mural design 

and it was important that Council provided the opportunity it did at the last Council 

meeting to hear those views.”  

Cr Schirmer also thanked the Selection Panel comprising representatives of 

Lockhart Shire Council, Riverina Water, Yerong Creek Progress Association and 

Eastern Riverina Arts saying that “we appreciate their time and effort in what has 

been a challenging task. “We also appreciate the co-operation and patience of the 

artist” Cr Schirmer said. 

A copy of the design incorporating the amendments proposed by the Selection 

Panel for the Council’s consideration is attached. 
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