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  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, 
Green Street, Lockhart on Monday 16 July 2012 at 5:00pm. 

 

 PRESENT 

 Cr P.M. Yates, Mayor (in the Chair); Cr S. Mulholland, Deputy Mayor; Crs K.J. Hogan, J.A. 
Gooden, R. McDonnell, L. Thiele, A. Male, J. Schultz and J. Paterson. 

 Also in attendance were the General Manager, Director Corporate Services, Director of 
Engineering and Director Environmental Services. 

 The meeting opened with a prayer. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 Nil. 

 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – ORDINARY MEETING 18 JUNE 
2012 

209/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and McDonnell that the Minutes of the Ordinary 
Monthly Meeting held on Monday 18 June 2012 as printed and circulated be taken as read and 
confirmed subject to the following addition in regard to Item 25 of the Minutes entitled Code of 
Conduct Complaint being included prior to the resolution. 

“Council received and considered an email from Mr Max and Mrs Fran day entitled “Time of 
Events” in respect of this matter.” 

 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Nil. 

 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY 
INTEREST 

 The General Manager declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 4 of the Confidential Report of the 
Business Paper as it related to his Performance Review. The General Manager advised that 
he would not be in the Council Chambers during discussion on this matter. 

 MAYORAL REPORT                                                       (C75-005) 

 The Mayor, Cr Yates, verbally reported on activities during the past month as follows: 

 19 June Was an invited guest at the Rotary Change-over dinner at the Lockhart 
Recreation Ground rooms in Lockhart. 

 26 June With the General Manager attended the REROC meeting in Wagga Wagga. In 
the afternoon attended meeting with the Minister for Local Government, the 
Hon Don Page at Lockhart. 

 27 June Attended the Riverina Water County Council meeting in Wagga Wagga. 

 29 June Performed a Naturalisation Ceremony at Lockhart. 

 4 July Chaired the Tourism/Economic Development Steering Committee at Yerong 
Creek. 

 6 July With Crs Thiele, McDonnell, Schultz and Paterson and the General Manager 
and Director of Engineering attended the meeting in Lockhart with the relevant 
Government organisations regarding the flooding in Lockhart and The Rock. 

 8 July Was an invited guest at the Lions Club Change-over dinner at Lockhart. 

 11 July Was interviewed by Prime 7 News regarding issues with flooding. 
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 13 July With Crs Gooden and Hogan and the General Manager and the Director of 
Engineering met with residents from Lockhart over flooding issues that need 
addressing from the floods in Lockhart. 

210/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Schultz and Male that the Mayoral Report be received. 

 

Urgency Matters 

1. NSW SHIRES ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE 4 – 6 JUNE 2012 (S20-005) 

Council at its meeting on 18 June 2012 considered the following item: 

Council at it‟s meeting on 21 May 2012 was advised the Mayor would take the questions raised by Cr 
Thiele on Notice and provide a report to this meeting of the Council. 

Cr Thiele‟s questions were as follows: 

1. Following a Resolution of Council recently that she be authorised to attend the Shires 
Association 2012 Conference why she was asked to relinquish that position for another 
Councillor? 

2. Cr Thiele thought that she has been unfairly treated in this matter and sought a response from 
the Mayor. 

The Mayor has advised he will provide a written report to the Council meeting on 18 June 2012. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Council resolved (168/12) the matter be deferred to the July 2012 meeting of Council. 

Recommendation: For Councils consideration. 

 

211/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Thiele and Mulholland that no further action is required. 

 

 

Committee Reports 

1. OH&S COMMITTEE (O05-020) 

 
Report of the Occupational Health & Safety Committee held at the Council Chambers on 28 
May 2012 commencing at 3:05pm. 

 
PRESENT: R Palmer, L Tipping, S Jones 

IN ATTENDANCE: S. Bird 

A. APOLOGIES: 

E Schneider, Director Corporate Services C Fletcher, Director Environmental Services R Crawford. 

S Bird conducted the meeting. 

B. BROUGHT FORWARD – DEATH OF EMPLOYEE AT WORK 

The death of Larry Schneider occurred at Lockhart Shire Council depot on Sunday 13 May 2012. The 
death was notified to WorkCover although it was not a work related incident or illness that caused the 
death, Larry was still at work when it occurred. WorkCover has signed off on the notification as not 
being work related. 

Counselling has been offered to the employees who found Larry and a reminder of the Employee 
Assistance Program has been given to all employees.   

C. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES MEETING 13 FEBRUARY 2012 



Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 16 July 2012 

This is page 4 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Lockhart Shire Council held in the 
Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart – 16 July 2012. 
 
 

  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

RESOLVED on the motion of R Palmer and L Tipping that the Minutes of the Meeting held 13 
February 2012 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 

Nil. 

D.  REVIEW OF OUTSTANDING ACTION LIST FROM MEETING 13 FEBRUARY 2012 

Inspections are still outstanding and will be completed as soon as possible. 

1. Redesign Incident Reports 

The committee looked at several examples of other Councils Incident reports and decided on a simple 
double sided form to replace the booklets currently used (see attached) 

2. Flu Vaccinations for Staff 

The offer of Flu Vaccinations to employees was Resolved by Council at it‟s meeting on 21 May 2012. 
Advice will be provided to employees regarding this offer. 

The Committee RECOMMENDS that the information be noted. 

E.  NEW TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED 

These matters were dealt with earlier in the meeting. 

F. REVIEW OF INCIDENT REPORTS 

The Committee RECOMMENDS that the information be noted. 

The next ordinary meeting is to be held on 6 August 2012 at 3.00pm at the Council Chambers, Green 
Street, Lockhart. 

The meeting closed at 3:45 pm. 

Ross Palmer 
Chairperson 
 
Recommendation: That the report be received and the recommendations contained therein be 
adopted. 

212/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Mulholland that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

 

2. MEETING WITH AUTHORITIES – MARCH 2012 FLOOD EVENTS (F20-030) 

In accordance with a previous resolution of Council a meeting was arranged with various authorities 
and Council representatives to consider the impact of those Authorities infrastructure on the flooding 
events in March 2012. 

The meeting was held in the Council Chambers, Lockhart, on Friday 6 July 2012 at 2:00pm. 

Present: The Mayor, Cr Peter Yates, Crs J Paterson, L Thiele, J Schultz and R McDonnell. 

The General Manager and Director of Engineering were also in attendance. 

Representing the various Authorities were as follows: 

 Mr John Francis, General Manager of Murrumbidgee Catchment Management Authority (CMA) 
representing both the Murrumbidgee and Murray CMA organisations 

 Mr Mike Irons and Mr Mark Campbell representing Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) 

 Mr Steve Warrell and Mr Neil McCartney representing Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) 

 Mr Steve Bennett representing John Holland Rail 
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Apologies: Apologies were received from Crs Hogan, Mulholland, Male and Gooden. 

Introduction: 

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the various representatives from the 
Authorities. 

The Mayor outlined the concerns which have been expressed by many residents throughout the Shire 
that some of the infrastructure owned and managed by the various authorities is having a significant 
negative impact on flood flows through Lockhart and The Rock in particular. 

The Mayor advised that Council is most concerned that given the feelings of many community 
members that if a situation similar to that which has occurred, that is two major floods over the last 18 
months, that many residents may consider leaving the Shire and this would have a significant negative 
impact on the future of the Shire, and accordingly the Mayor requested the representatives to 
seriously consider the matters which will be raised. 

Lockhart Township 

The Mayor initially raised the matter of the culverts beneath the rail line in Lockhart and it has been 
suggested that the culverts beneath this railway line do not have sufficient capacity to allow the free 
flow of flood water and debris from Brookong Creek resulting in the flood waters backing up and 
causing higher flood levels in the Lockhart township. 

Mr Steve Bennett representing John Holland Rail, who are responsible for The Rock/Boree Creek spur 
railway line, advised of his experience with John Holland and other organisations over a period of 15 
years and has undertaken structural inspections over the last 10 years, and he advised that the 
existing 6 culverts in the normal course of rain events is sufficient to handle that volume of water 
however the unprecedented rainfall over the March period obviously the culverts were insufficient to 
allow free passage of the flood waters. 

Mr Bennett did advise that in his experience the existing culverts are much better than the previous 
timber structured bridge as the previous timber bridges did accumulate significant debris thus 
impacting on the flood flows. 

Mr Bennett advised that he would advise his superiors in John Holland of Council‟s concern and 
suggested that given the results of the flood study it may be necessary for John Holland to contribute 
to additional culverts if this is identified. 

The Mayor then referred to the Urana Road bridge and advised that similar concerns have been 
expressed regarding this bridge with regard to capacity and accumulation of debris. 

Mr Warrell from the RMS advised that the road referred to is a regional road and as such Council has 
responsibility for the maintenance of this road and bridge. In saying this Mr Warrell advised that if it is 
determined that additional culverts are required for this particular bridge Council could make 
application under the RMS Repair Program and it is likely that such request for funding would be 
approved. 

The Rock Township 

The Mayor then referred to the amount of debris in, particularly, Burkes Creek which is impacting on 
flood heights. 

Mr Francis representing the CMAs advised that there is no problems with the removal of exotic trees 
and vegetation such as willows however clearing on a broad scale would require the approval of 
various other State Government organisations such as Fisheries. 

Mr Warrell from the RMS advised that in the past the RMS has received written authority from the EPA 
to remove debris which is built up against structures such as bridges, however for work in the actual 
stream or creek, this is in regard to de-silting, does require a number of approvals including the Office 
of Water. 

Mr McCartney of the RMS advised that if Burkes Creek is silting up and there is debris under the RMS 
bridge at The Rock including trees as he understands then the RMS will make application to have the 
work undertaken for removal. 
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The Mayor enquired from Mr Francis if it was possible for creeks to be “straightened out” to allow 
better flood flows and Mr Francis advised that there would be some State Government departments to 
allow permits for this to occur. Mr Francis advised that he could not answer the question and will 
contact Council in the future with the various details. 

With regard to the de-silting of Burkes Creek which it was suggested could be caused by some 
property owners building levee banks around their properties Mr Francis advised that this matter 
should be referred to the NSW Office of Water. 

Cr Paterson advised Mr Francis of a petition from residents of The Rock and advised he would be 
submitting this petition to the Member for Wagga Wagga, Mr Daryl Maguire MP, and to Mr Francis in 
the future. 

Cr Yates advised that the stress levels of many residents in The Rock are extremely high and those 
residents believed that removal of debris from Burkes Creek would have a beneficial impact on their 
life. 

Mr Francis advised that the Murrumbidgee CMA is responsible for the Murrumbidgee area 
downstream from Yass and the cost of undertaking remedial works in the various creeks and rivers is 
extremely high. 

The Mayor then referred to the problems of the Olympic Way and also the Great Southern Rail Line. 

The Mayor advised that the flood waters are impeded by the Great Southern Railway Line and given 
there is insufficient culverts along this rail line that the water once again banks up south of the Kings 
Own Hotel causing flooding to residents to the south of The Rock. 

A similar occurrence occurs with the Olympic Way. 

Cr Paterson advised that these two obstacles do cause flooding in homes when there is not what you 
would call a significant rain event occurring and believes that action needs to be taken in this regard. 

Mr McCartney from the RMS advised that if Council could pinpoint the exact location at which the 
problems have been identified he will undertake investigations into that. Mr McCartney also advised 
that the possibility of cleaning out beneath the Burkes Creek bridge. 

The representatives from the ARTC who are responsible for the rail line advised that if similar 
information could be provided which is to be provided to the RMS they will also investigate the 
concerns raised and take whatever action is possible. 

Reference was also made to the impending flood studies for Lockhart and The Rock and the 
information from those will also assist in the identification of problems throughout the Shire. 

The Mayor thanked all present for attending and the meeting rose at 3:00pm. 

Recommendation:  

a) That the information be noted; 

b) That a letter of thanks be forwarded to those representatives of the Authorities who attended the 
meeting; 

c) That the location of rain water accumulating at The Rock due to the Great Southern Rail Line and 
the Olympic Way be provided to RMS and ARTC; and 

d) That following the completion of The Rock and Lockhart Flood Studies, Council  again hold 
discussions with the various Authorities. 

213/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Thiele and Mulholland that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

3. TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVLOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE (T26-005) 

MINUTES OF THE TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL HELD AT THE YERONG CREEK BOWLING CLUB 4 July 2012 
COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.. 

PRESENT 
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Mayor Yates, Ms Lisa Turner, Mr R Cox and Tourism/Economic Development Officer (Mrs Ursula 
Jones). 

APOLOGIES 

Cr A Male, Mr Greg Smith, Ms Sandra Johnstone,  

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Mr Colin Wiese and Mrs S Creek will be unavailable until August 1 meeting.  

CORRESPONDENCE  
Nil 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 6 JUNE 2012 

The minutes of the Meeting held Wednesday, 6 June 2012, as printed and circulated be taken as read 
and confirmed on the Motion of Mr R Cox. 

The Committee acknowledged and welcomed Mayor Peter Yates to the meeting and thanked him for 
attending this the July meeting. 

The Committee noted that given there is not a set quorum for Tourism & Economic Development 
Committee the meeting would proceed. 

TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT. 

1. Lockhart Paving Brochure 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted the Lockhart Paving Brochure 
was submitted to Council for approval at the June Council Meeting. Council approved the brochure 
explaining the etchings and Speciality Press are now proceeding with printing.  

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

2. Historical Town/Places Trail Brochure 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted, The Tourism and Economic 
Development Officer has collated information for inclusion in text of the Historical Town/Places Trail 
Brochure. The Tourism and Economic Development Officer has submitted all text and photos to Active 
Print. Active print continue to work on a proof of a brochure option to be submitted at the August 
Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee meeting, prior to submitting to Council. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

3. Supporting Local Businesses 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted, the Committee had instructed 
the Tourism and Economic Development Officer, at the May meeting, to investigate a „rewards‟ 
scheme for the businesses across the Shire focusing on the scheme being designed and managed by 
a marketing company that specialised in rewards/loyalty programmes. The main focus of the rewards 
scheme is to assist businesses to develop a „shop local‟ promotional programme. 

Following the June Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee meeting a summary of 
the structure of the proposed loyalty programme was submitted to Council for consideration. Council 
has request further information. The Tourism and Economic Development Officer will submit the 
requested information to the July Council meeting for consideration. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

4. Combined Business Advertising. 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted, the Tourism and Economic 
Development Steering Committee considered the following items at the June meeting; 

 The possibility of producing postcards for the businesses and retail groups. 

 Financial contributions would be requested from Businesses and retail sector. 

 Post cards to be issued free of charge. 

 The card should be in separate categories, retail, manufacturing and rural supplies. 
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and instruct the Tourism and Economic Development Officer to investigate business interest in    
becoming involved in a group advertising campaign. 

The Tourism and Economic Development Officer continues to approach businesses and to date, a 
number of business have indicated an interest in becoming involved in the project. 

The Tourism & Economic Development Committee is reminded that this project will be funded by the 
participating businesses.  

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

5. Town Signage  

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted, the Tourism and Economic 

Development Steering Committee instructed the Tourism and Economic Development Officer at the 

June meeting to submit the suggestions of the Tourism and Economic Development Steering 

Committee, relating to Shire signage, to the June Council meeting for consideration.  

Council resolved that, Council at its July 2012 meeting Council would give further consideration to 

Town Signage and the results of the July discussions by Council be provided to the Tourism/Economic 

Development Steering Committee. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

6. Green’s Gunyah Museum 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted, the Green‟s Gunyah Museum 
experienced significant water damage in the March 2012 storm water event. Following this event the 
Lockhart Historical Committee commenced evaluation of necessary measures required to alleviate the 
possibility of similar damage occurring in the future. The Committee recently conducted a meeting and 
decided to remain on the current site and develop the existing facilities to ensure the museum 
exhibition and storage space would be above the flood planning level. 

The committee with the assistance of the Tourism and Economic Development Officer will source and 
develop cooperative funding partnerships. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

7. Business Workshop 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted, that the Tourism and Economic 
Development Officer attended the Economic Development Conference in May at Cessnock. Linda 
Hailey of Hailey Enterprises facilitated a presentation of strategies for resilience and resilient regional 
communities. Linda Hailey is one of Australia‟s leading experts on small business. As a consultant 
speaker and author she passionately believes it‟s time we took the mystery out of marketing and 
strategic planning for small business. 

As a presenter she is keen to share her expertise and knowledge with lots of practical hints including 

 problem-solving tips for making marketing,  

 customer service  

 strategic planning work for an individual business.  

Her presentation style is dynamic and motivational focusing on the practical rather than the theory. 
Each presentation is tailored to suit her audience with lots of small business examples and stories 
drawn from her years of consulting experience. 

In 2006 Linda joined the team on Kochie‟s Business Builders and she is the resident small business 
expert and a regular presenter on the program which screens from October to March at 10am 
Sundays on Channel 7. 

Linda has developed a programme which will be ideal for Lockhart and The Rock. The programme 
consists of a 1.5 hour evening workshop called “Tricks of the Trade for Retailers” followed by five 
individual consultancy appointments in Lockhart and The Rock the following day.  

The evening workshop covers a range of topics for retailers including 

 target markets,  
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 merchandising and display,  

 how the sexes shop,  

 customer service  

 advice of how to get started with technology,  

with lots of no nonsense, easy to implement ideas and strategies. 

The five “one on one” sessions over the following two days give an opportunity to work directly with 
business owners. During the session Linda can conduct a retail audit, review marketing suggest 
merchandising and customer service advice on specific marketing or business concerns.  

These sessions are confidential but some communities have held workshops after the town visits 
where business owners can share some of the recommendations. 

Linda Hailey fee for the workshop including ten one to one sessions over the following two days is 
$4600. If the work shop and one to one sessions are held in two towns the fee is $3100 per town. 
Accommodation and travel are additional expenses, estimated $500.  

Workshop funding is available from Trade and Investment, included in the funding of the Tourism and 
Economic Development Officer funding package. 

If the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee and Council approved the workshop 
and agreed that the workshops should be promoted beyond the Shire, Shire participants who attend 
will not be charged a fee, participants form outside the Lockhart Shire a fee would apply to be 
determined when full costing have been calculated.  

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee instruct the Tourism and Economic 
Development Officer Recommend to Council,  

a) Linda Hailey be engaged to conduct one workshop in Lockhart and one to one sessions in The 
Rock and Lockhart (10 in total) at the cost of $4600 plus additional accommodation and travel 
expenses. 

b) Local businesses attending the workshop who wish to access a one to one session would 
place the name of business in a box and business name will be drawn out. This is the method 
used to allocate the sessions in other workshops.  

c) The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee instructed the Tourism and 
Economic Development Officer to source funding partnership from Lockhart and District 
Community Bank of $1500 to assist with workshop costs. 

d) The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee requested that Council 
consider additional contributing to the workshop and business consultation expenses. 

Meeting Closed 8.30 pm 

Next meeting will be held at The Rock Hall on Wednesday 1 August 2012 at 7.30pm. 

Recommendation: That the report be received and the recommendation contained therein be 

adopted.  

214/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Hogan that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

Responses to Questions and Statements – 18 June 2012 

Fruit Fly Problems 

Cr Mulholland referred to problems being experienced throughout the Shire with regard to fruit fly 
infestation. 

Response – General Manager 

A report on this matter is included in the Business Paper. 

Un-named Creek at The Rock 

Cr Hogan advised that he had been approached by a local resident requesting that an un-named 
creek be named. 
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Response – General Manager 

Awaiting contact details from Cr Hogan. 

Lockhart Shire Council Administration Building 

Cr Yates advised that Council had recently won an award for it‟s administration building at the Master 
Builders Association Awards evening. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that notification of this award was included in the June Council newsletter. 

Olympic Way 

Cr Yates referred to discussions he had held with the Minister for Roads the Hon Duncan Gay MP, 
recently and advised that a letter would be forwarded to the Minister. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that a draft letter has been prepared for the Mayor‟s consideration. 

Pepper Trees 

Cr McDonnell advised that a large peppercorn tree is located in the front of 90 – 92 Drummond Street 
Lockhart which is resulting in the guttering lifting. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he has inspected the large pepper tree and advises that it has been identified for removal 
in the next tree maintenance programme for Lockhart, due to occur shortly. 

Main Road 59 (Boomerang way) 

Cr McDonnell sought advice as to who is responsible for the financial funding of Boomerang Way. 

Response - Director of Engineering 

Confirms that Main Road 59 is classed as a Regional Road and thus attracts funding under NSW 
State Government Block Grant system each year. The funding is set by a formula used by the State 
Government based on kilometres of roads in the Shire and traffic usage/counts. A part of funding is a 
fixed amount per Council that reflects the level of funding each Council received previously under the 
now defunct 3x3 program. 

Lockhart – Urana Road 

Cr Gooden referred to the causeway on the Lockhart – Urana Road and advised that the flood signs 
from each side is a different height. 

Response - Director of Engineering 

Advises the causeways have been inspected and advises that he will have the flood marker signs 
surveyed and adjusted as necessary. 

Cnr Milne and Emily Streets, The Rock 

Cr Yates advised that erosion is occurring at this intersection. 

Response - Director of Engineering 

Advises the site has been inspected and confirms directions have been issued to staff to repair 
erosion damage. 

Tip Access by Residents 

Cr Yates advised that he believed Council may need to consider the provision to allow residents to 
have access to Council‟s tips outside of normal opening hours. 

Response – General Manager 

Advises that a report on this matter is available in this Business Paper. 

Spoon Drains – King Street, The Rock 
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Cr Yates advised that there are three large spoon drains in King Street The Rock which require 
signage to assist vehicle drivers. 

Response - Director of Engineering 

Advises that he has inspected the spoon drains in various locations in The Rock and will install “Dip” 
signage as well as flood depth markers as appropriate. In addition the Director of Engineering 
confirms there are 50 km/h speed restriction signs on all entrances to the town and the signage 
appears adequate. 

215/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Hogan that the information be noted. 

 

 

Engineering Matters 

1. WORKS REPORT (DE/T10-005) 

General: Crews are continuing with long term repairs of roads and structures following March 2012 
storm event. Work is progressing well with four grader crews working full time. 

Large wash outs on the major roads have been completed with either temporary repairs to seal later 
once ground dries out, or have been sealed. Still more shoulder damage to be repaired and this will be 
ongoing. Drainage repairs are continuing with either cleaning existing culverts or repairs. 

Culvert crossing Bretton Street, The Rock has been replaced. 

Additional culvert crossing of Treasure Street, Lockhart has been installed. 

Brookong Creek is currently being dredged and cleaned up with works on hold while sorting approvals 
from NSW Government Departments 

Flood claim: RMS (RTA) has acknowledged Council flood claim and confirmed rolling October 2010 
and February 2011 claims together with March 2012. The new date for all repairs/expenditure is 30 
June 2014. Programme of works for 2012/2013 and 2013/2014 to ensure monies are spent in the 
most economical and efficient manner is almost compiled. 

Flood Study: The office of Environment & Heritage has provided a draft brief for both Lockhart & The 
Rock flood study. Council is expecting to be able to go to tender when funding is announced in August 
2012. 

Pedestrian Bridge – Lockhart: GHD has completed design of the new pedestrian bridge for Lockhart 
and Council has gone to tender for construction. Report for Council expected for September 2012 
meeting. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

216/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Male that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

2. NOXIOUS WEEDS (DE/N10-025) 

Property Inspections 
 
In accordance with seasonal conditions, inspections of properties have identified, to the most part, 
Horehound and Boxthorn, particularly along fence and tree lines, and around stock and domestic 
dams. Response from landholders is generally quite positive. Bridal creeper is emerging rapidly and 
will be targeted as a high priority weed, following its declaration as a weed of national significance. 
 
Athel Pines are still emerging throughout the shire and are being mapped and recorded for future 
reference in support of the National Athel Pine Management Plan. 
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No. 1
st
 

Inspections 
No. Re-
inspections 
required 

No.2
nd

  
Inspections 

No. Sect 
18A‟s issued 

No.3
rd

 
Inspections 

No. Section 18‟s 
issued 

17 3     

 
Spray Program 
 
Spot spraying of winter weeds throughout Shire, including Horehound, Bridal Creeper and some 
Boxthorn. Formerly used Council road verges within the southeast of the Shire have the largest 
infestations and are being treated accordingly. 
 
Rabbit Control 
 
Council has reintroduced its rabbit control program, baiting for rabbits on Kincaids Reserve and some 
high priority roadsides around Pleasant Hills and the southeast. 
 

Road Shoulder Maintenance 
 
Slashing has been carried out during June in order to control mature Fleabane plants on shoulders of 
regional and local sealed roads. The works have been introduced to enhance road aesthetics and 
traffic safety. Future shoulder spray programs will attempt to target the germination of immature 
fleabane plants in order to minimise fleabane maturity and elongation. 
 
ERNWAG 
 
On Thursday 21

st
 June Council‟s Noxious Weeds Inspector attended the Eastern Riverina Noxious 

Weeds Advisory Group June meeting at the Albury City Council chambers. Representing the Lockhart 
community and supporting Council was also property owner, and Chairman of the Riverina Livestock 
Health and Pest Authority, Mr Butch Lane. 
 
The meeting was well attended by delegates from throughout the Riverina, including all neighbouring 
Councils. 
 
General business covered during the meeting included the introduction of machinery hygiene 
protocols for Councils, the end of financial year reporting by Councils within the WAP (Weeds Action 
Program), and the upcoming release of the new edition of Riverina weed ID and control guide. 

Recommendation: that the information be noted. 

217/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Mulholland that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

 
3. PARKS & GARDENS REPORT (DE/P10-005) 

General maintenance  

Regular inspections are being conducted at all parks and BBQ areas to insure they are free from 
rubbish, the BBQ‟s are clean and functioning, and lawns and gardens are well maintained. The bird 
aviary at Hodgson Park is also cleaned and has fresh branches cut on a weekly basis.  

The Rock Crew continues to clean and maintain The Rock Treatment Works, and Public Toilets in 
Urana Street, Coronation Park and Yerong Creek. 

Playgrounds in the Shire are being inspected regularly as per Australian Standards, with any 
maintenance being noted and completed as necessary.  

Mowing and Slashing 

Mowing requirements have slowed greatly this month.  
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Garden Maintenance 

The less demanding mowing schedule has allowed more time for garden maintenance. The Lockhart 
crew has finished mulching Walter Day Park and Cowin Gardens. Some of the other maintenance has 
included weeding, shrubs being trimmed, trees pruned, garden edges tidied, mulching roses with 
Lucerne bails and deadheading. These jobs will continue throughout the cooler months improving the 
general health and appears of the Shires‟ gardens. 

The Rock crew has also added some finishing touches to their new garden at the Tennis Courts, 
including a copper log barrier, picnic table and garbage bin 

Hospital Triangle Walking Track 

Washes in the gravel walking track, caused by heavy rains have been repaired. 

Galore Hill Toilets 

The two new hybrid toilets are now in place and available for use. The Concrete crew and Parks and 
Gardens crew have worked together, pouring the slabs, installing the venting pipes and pedestals, and 
constructing the shelters. The old eco toilet structures will now be removed and earth works conducted 
to tidy and level the area. 

Bullenbung Road – Roadside Vegetation Implementation Project 

Grant funds have been received and work has begun removing the heavy infestation of Peppercorn 
Trees and other exotic species along this stretch of road. Direct seeding is also scheduled for late 
winter/early spring. 

Cowin Gardens – Tidy Towns Plaque Wall 

Crews have picked up the bricks and tidied the area around the storm water damaged section of wall. 
The pressed red bricks needed to repair the wall are in high demand and unavailable until late 
July/August. 

Trees 

Routine pruning and removal of suckers on street trees, including the many Peppercorns throughout 
the Shire has continued this month. The Rock crew has also commenced removing deadwood from 
the Kurrajongs in the Urana Street Islands.  

Work to remove a number of problem trees throughout the Shire has also commenced in The Rock 
and Yerong Creek. Crews will now continue the removal program in Lockhart. 

Weed Control 

Scheduled spraying has continued. Hand spraying and weeding is being carried out as required. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

218/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Hogan 

a) that the information be noted; and 

b) that the Director of Engineering investigate a sculpture which has fallen over at the 
Hospital Triangle. 

 
4. LOCKHART & DISTRICT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION – BANNER POLE (DE/C45-020) 

Council at it‟s meeting on 18th June 2012 resolved to investigate the installation of banner poles in 
Green Street, Lockhart. The Director of Engineering met with Mrs Christine Mackey on site of the 
proposed location of the banner poles, opposite the Ambulance Station, west of the Motel. 

Due to overhead powerlines this site is an unsuitable location for banner poles. The poles would have 
to moved further east, past the Albury Road intersection to be clear of powerlines.  As this would only 
provide visual impact on one of four entrance roads to Lockhart, the Director of Engineering suggested 
that better value would be to have incorporated with the proposed new town entrance signs (at 
locations to be determined) where a smaller, more practical sign could be hung at these signs advising 
of coming community events, located on all entrances to Lockhart. 
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These would be easily changed; not requiring traffic control or road closures, and the cost per sign 
would be significantly less than the proposed banner poles, and would expect that all four entrance 
signage could be provided for the cost of one pair of banner poles, with ongoing maintenance and 
usage costs much less. 

Recommendation: That consideration of advertising coming events in Lockhart be considered in 
conjunction with Councils consideration of new town entrance signs. (Item 6 refers) 

219/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Paterson: 

a) that a further report be provided by the Director of Engineering on the cost of erecting 
banner poles in Green Street Lockhart; 

b) that the Director of Engineering be requested to provide a report and implications of the 
provision of banner poles on Main Road 78 at The Rock; and 

c) that the Director of Engineering be requested to also hold discussions with the Lockhart 
and The Rock Progress Associations in respect to suitable locations for the proposed 
banner poles. 

 

5. SEELIGERS LANE (DE/R40-115) 

Council at it‟s meeting on 18th June 2012 resolved to investigate the classification of Seeligers Lane. 
The Director of Engineering has inspected the lane and also checked the classification and confirms 
the northern end of the lane is classed as Earth Formation, as resolved by Council previously. Earth 
Formed Roads are those providing a lesser level of service than Class 2 Gravel Road and not required 
for access to any occupied dwelling. They may not be trafficable in wet weather. 

Council‟s previous Director of Engineering advised the school bus company on 24th November 2009 
stating that “Seeligers Lane is classified as earth formation which means that it is maintained as a dry 
weather road”. Council could either leave the road as currently classified or resolve to upgrade the 
remainder of the road (7km) to a Class 2 Gravel road at an approximate cost of $100,000. 

The Director of Engineering has attempted to make contact with all the school bus operators who use 
Lockhart Shire roads, with discussions held with over half of the operators. In general the response 
has been very positive, with most commenting Lockhart Shire Council roads “are pretty good”. 

The roads noted that could use some more attention are: Munyabla Munyaplah Road, Munyabla 
Boundary Road, Willis Lane, Mittagong Road, Vincent Road, Boyds Road and Mangoplah Road. All 
comments associated with these roads were only general minor maintenance required, with none 
requesting any upgrading. Council‟s staff will inspect these roads and action accordingly in relation to 
road classification and risk. 

Recommendation: That Council determine if it wishes to upgrade Seeligers Lane from an Earth 
Formed Road to a Class 2 Gravel Road. 

220/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Male and Hogan: 

a) that Seeligers Lane classification as Earth Formation not be altered; and 

b) that the Director of Engineering be requested to hold a discussion with Mr Ross Edwards 
of Yerong Creek and other land owners in this area in order to determine if it is possible for 
Council to work with the stakeholders to improve Seeligers Lane and in this regard the 
possible contribution which Council might need to make for this to occur. 

 

6. ROADWORKS AND SIGNAGE (DE/R40-090) 

Council at it‟s meeting on 18th June 2012 resolved to investigate and report on Cr Male‟s matters 
raised regarding roadworks and signage. 

Urangeline Creek Culvert – Albury Road: The Director of Engineering has made contact with Mr Frank 
McRae. Mr McRae has provided photos of flooding and made comments on perceived causes. The 
Director has inspected the site and will consider Mr McRae‟s comments in future maintenance 
programs. 
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Seeligers Road – has been addressed in Item 5. 

Road Signs: The Director of Engineering has had discussions with the Tourism/Economic 
Development Officer with regards to signage, and who has provided a report on signage required to 
the Director. 

In summary, signage for The Lockhart Industrial Park, Town Information and Town Centre signs are 
currently being costed and will addressed shortly. The missing “Pleasant Hills” sign on the Albury Road 
will be installed as soon as practical. 

With regards to the new Town entrance sign(s) this will need to be discussed at Council along with 
matter regarding the banner poles to determine requirements before any costing can be made. In 
regards to the Town Entrance Signs photographs of existing signage have been provided to 
Councillors under separate cover with the Business Paper. 

Recommendation: 

a) That the information be noted; and 

b) That Council form a small working party of Councillors and members of the various communities 
throughout the Shire to consider appropriate Town Entrance Signs for all townships. 

It was Moved by Crs Mulholland and Gooden that the recommendation be adopted. 

On being put to the meeting the motion was declared Lost. 

221/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Paterson that the recommendation be adopted 
and such be arranged after the Council elections on 8 September 2012 

  

7. STORMWATER WORKS AT THE ROCK (DE/F20-030) 

As part of drainage improvements initiated by previous Director of Engineering at The Rock, such was 
to install drainage pipes to take stormwater from intersection of Urana and Yerong Streets direct to 
Burkes Creek along Yerong Street. 

Design for this work is almost complete and funding has been set aside of the project ($300,000). 
There have been concerns raised by residents at the northern end of Yerong Street that the installation 
of the drainage will only move flooding problem to their property. 

The Director of Engineering has sourced advice from the consultants designing the drainage line and it 
has been advised that “the drain is not expected to increase the peak flow carried by the creek, given 
that this will be dependent on the peak induced by the large upstream rural catchment.  The proposed 
pipe drain is not therefore expected to impact adversely on creek flooding conditions, and will provide 
some relief from local runoff flooding”. 

In terms of whether to wait until the new Flood Study for The Rock is completed before installing the 
drainage the consultants has advised that “a further Burkes Creek flood study is now proposed, this is 
unlikely to have any implications for local runoff management”. Based on this information it is proposed 
that the installation of the new drainage line be installed in 2012/13 as planned. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

222/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Patersonn and Hogan: 

a) that the information be noted; and 

b) that the Director of Engineering be requested to liaise with the three property owners in 
this location who have previously expressed concerns at these works. 

 

8. FLOOD WARNING EQUIPMENT (DE/F20-030) 

Council has received correspondence from SES deputy regional controller concerning the installation 
of flood warning equipment in both the Brookong and Burkes Creeks to assist the SES in making flood 
warning decisions. 
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In terms of permanent upstream flood warning systems, either manual or automatic, Council will have 
this incorporated in it‟s current Flood Study brief to be part of the final floodplain risk management 
plan. 

It is acknowledged that these systems, especially automatic, are costly to install and maintain ($20,000 
to install each site and approx $8,000pa to maintain), and Council would need the consultants to 
specify the best locations to be placed. Council will proceed to include these as a consideration in the 
Flood Study. 

With regards to manual stream gauge(s) it is proposed that Council consider the installation of a gauge 
on the Ford Street bridge, The Rock (to provide assistance with flood data collection), and also 
approach Wagga Wagga City Council about installing a gauge on the Mangoplah bridge, Mangoplah 
(to provide flood warning assistance). The SES is assisting in the sourcing and installation of these 
gauges, estimated to be approximately $2,000 for both. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

223/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Thiele that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

9. SEALING OF NORMAN STREET, THE ROCK (DE/R40-015) 

Council has received a number of representations from the residents of Norman Street, The Rock, to 
have the last 200m (approximate) sealed. 

At the Roads Workshop meeting held February 2012 Council resolved to not upgrade a Class 1 Road 
to a sealed Road unless grant funds are received by Council. Although Norman Street is an urban 
road, it can be assumed this resolution still applies. 

However, in the 2011-2014 Management Plan funds were allocated ($80,800) for the sealing and Kerb 
& Guttering for Norman Street. The 2012-2016 Delivery Program also includes this funding allocation. 

It is proposed that Council proceeds with the design and construction of the drainage and sealing of 
Norman Street as allocated. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

224/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Paterson and Schultz: 

a) that the information be noted; and 

b) that the Director of Engineering be requested to investigate whether or not some form of 
drainage is required in the vicinity of these proposed works. 

 
10. PROVISION OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES – GREEN STREET WEST ESTATE, LOCKHART(DE/C80-005) 

The tenders for the provision of electrical services (power and street lighting) to Green Street West 
Estate, Lockhart closes 12th July 2012, the Director of Engineering will provide a late report to the 
Council meeting on 16 July 2012 in order to prevent delays to the planned works. 

Recommendation: That the late report be considered. 

225/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and McDonnell that this matter be deferred for 
discussion in the Closed Confidential Committee of the Whole Council section of this meeting 
of Council. 

 

11. TIP ACCESS BY RESIDENTS (DE/W05-005) 

At the June 2012 meeting of Council Cr Yates advised that he believed Council may need to consider 
the provision to allow residents to have access to Councils‟ tips outside of normal opening hours. 

At present if a person wishes to access one of the Tips (for general rubbish) outside advised opening 
times the following system applies – the person calls Council and requests a special tip opening, 
which attracts a fee of $40 plus standard tip charges. If the person requires the tip to remain open for 
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more than one load it attracts a charge of $70/hr in addition to the $40 opening fee and tip charges. 
Keys are not issued for general tip usage. 

For green waste, at Lockhart Tip only, a key can be signed out from Council‟s administration building, 
the person can tip the green waste, and sign back the key on return. This is at no charge. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

226/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Paterson that the recommendation be adopted. 

 
 

Health, Building & Planning Matters 

12. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS (DES/P25-010) 

The following development applications were approved with conditions, from 8 June 2012 to 3 July 
2012: 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

227/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Male that the recommendation be adopted. 

 
13. EXISTING DISABLED RAMPS (DES/R40-045) 

At the June 2012 Ordinary meeting Council considered a report on the four (4) existing disabled 
access ramps located on Councils‟ footpath in Green Street, Lockhart. The recommendation to 
Council was as follows: 

“Recommendation That: 

a) the current ramps be permitted to remain as they are provided that the owners ensure: 

(1) they are painted and maintained with a non – slip finish in a contrasting colour 

(2) they are painted with the words “WARNING - STEEP RAMP” upon them, 

within 30 days; and 

b) no further such ramps be permitted to be installed.” 

After discussion Council resolved that a further report be prepared for the July 2012 meeting on the 
means by which the existing ramps could be made compliant with existing legislation. 

As stated in the June 2012 report none of the ramps comply with AS 1428 and associated codes. The 
most significant problem is that in all cases the ramps are too steep. Put simply, the only way to make 
the ramps comply would be to remove them completely and start again. Owners would of course then 
be able to install complying ramps in accordance with Councils‟ Disabled Access to Premises policy 
should they wish to do so. 

DA 
No 

Development Applicant/Owner Site of Development 

66/12 Subdivision A Metcalfe Wetmores Lane, The Rock. 

62/12 Garage/Shed R Menz 13 Railway St, The Rock 

1/13 
Renovation of Public 
Toilets 

Lockhart Shire Council Walter Day Park, Lockhart 

2/13 
Demolition and 
Replacement of 
Public Toilets 

Lockhart Shire Council 
Stan Galvin Park, Yerong 
Creek 

3/13 
Concrete Retaining 
Wall 

Lockhart Shire Council 
Museum, Green St West, 
Lockhart. 

4/13 Public Toilet Lockhart Shire Council The Rock, Cemetery 

5/13 Public Toilet Lockhart Shire Council Lockhart, Cemetery. 
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Council has also sought legal advice on the matter, and in his letter to Council dated 2 July 2012 
Councils‟ solicitor made a number of points which are summarised as follows: 

1. As the ramps were installed on Councils‟ footpath and do not comply then Council has every right 
to remove them. 

2. The ramps could be permitted to remain according to points (1) and (2) of the above 
recommendation. However should it do that Council should then go further and ensure that the 
ramps were then upgraded to “compliance uniformity” within a reasonable timeframe anyway. As 
stated earlier this could only really be achieved by removing them and replacing them with a new 
compliant ramp. 

The matter has also been raised with Councils‟ insurers, and in discussion their representative stated 
that should Council permit ramps on the footpath then they should comply with the required legislation. 

In short, Council can leave the ramps in place, but they would need to be replaced to comply in the 
near future anyway, and in the meantime Councils‟ insurance cover may well be compromised. 

Recommendation: That given the advice from Council‟s insurers and Solicitor: 

a) the matter be explained and discussed in detail with the four (4) property owners concerned; 

b) Council arrange for the removal of the ramps as soon as possible; and 

c) Council offer every assistance to the property owners should they wish to install complying 
ramps in the future. 

228/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Male that the recommendation be adopted. 

 
 

14. JOINT REGIONAL PLANNING PANELS (DES/P25-005) 

As part of their process of constant change, in July 2009 the (then) NSW Department of Planning 
created Joint Regional Planning Panels (JRPP‟s) ostensibly “… in order to strengthen decision making 
on regionally significant development applications and certain other planning matters”. 

The JRPP‟s were set up with a membership of 5 persons –  3 appointed by the Department and 2 
nominated from each NSW council in the region. 

Standards are set to determine if a council is able to assess the development application, or if the 
JRPP is to be convened to determine the matter. These standards, in general, are as follows: 

General development – over $20 million 
Council related development – over $5 million 
Crown development – over $5 million 
Private infrastructure & community facilities – over $5 million 
Eco – tourism facilities – over $5 million 

As at 30 June 2012 all existing appointments lapsed at the end of the 3 – year period of tenure since 
the establishment of the first JRPP‟s. Council is therefore required to reappoint 2 council members to 
the panel, at least one of whom must have expertise in planning, architecture, heritage, the 
environment, urban design, land economics, traffic and transport, law, engineering or tourism. 
Councils‟ past appointments were Cr P M Yates and Director Environmental Services, Mr R Crawford, 
with no alternates. Both these delegates have agreed to be reappointed for the 3 years from 1 July 
2012, however it would be advisable to nominate alternates as well. 

Recommendation: That Council: 

a) confirm the appointment of Cr P M Yates and Mr R Crawford as members of the JRPP for the 
region; 

b) proceed to nominate Mr D Webb, Councils‟ Director of Engineering as alternate to Mr R 
Crawford; and 

c) Council determine an alternate to Cr P M Yates from serving members of Council. 
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229/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Male: 

a) confirm the appointment of Cr P M Yates and Mr R Crawford as members of the JRPP for 
the region; 

b) proceed to nominate Mr D Webb, Council‟s Director of Engineering as alternate to Mr R 
Crawford; and  

c) that Cr Mulholland be nominated as the alternate delegate for Cr P M Yates. 

 
 

15. DEVELOPMENT OF FLOOD PRONE LAND – DRAFT POLICY (DES/F20-015) 

Council considered this Draft Policy for adoption at the June 2012 meeting and resolved that it be 
again placed on exhibition with hard copies being made available at locations throughout the Shire, 
and that the matter be considered again at the July 2012 meeting. 

As resolved, copies of the Draft Policy have been made available at the following locations: 

1. The Rock Post Office 
2. Lockhart Shire Councils‟ main office 
3. Pleasant Hills Post Office, and 
4. Yerong Creek Rural Centre 

In addition the Draft Policy has been placed on Councils‟ website. 

A further copy of the Draft Policy is provided as Attachment A for the information of Councillors. 

As at the time of report preparation no responses have been received. A verbal report will however be 
presented to the meeting with details of the final outcome. 

Recommendation: That following the verbal report from the Director Environmental Services Council 
determine if it wishes to adopt the Policy. 

230/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Thiele that the Flood Prone Land Policy be 
adopted. 

 
16. CONSTRUCTION OF NEW COUNCIL DWELLING (DES/C80-005) 

The matter of a new Council dwelling for the accommodation of staff was considered at the June 2012 
meeting where Council resolved, among other things, to defer the matter to the July 2012 meeting. 

It may be useful also however to note details of Councils‟ current housing stock: 

1. 47 Hebden Street – formerly relied on as a staff house should it be necessary, but currently being 
considered for sale 

2. 1 Ferrier Street – currently occupied by the Director Environmental Services 

3. 6 Drummond Street – currently occupied by the Director of Engineering 

4. 17 Galore Street – currently occupied by the General Manager 

Staff positions not currently catered for with a Council dwelling are: 

1. Director Corporate Services 

2. Works Engineer (or similar) 

It is suggested that Councils‟ plans in this matter should perhaps look at the longer term, and not 
simply at the current staff situation. Often considerable difficulty is experienced in attracting staff to 
rural councils and the availability of a well maintained Council dwelling is often a very important 
determinant of the quality of applicants available, particularly if they have a family. 

Currently, should a Works Engineer (or similar) be appointed, that person would be required to seek 
private rental accommodation, which is often not readily available. 

Essentially in the past Council has had five (5) homes available for Council staff, presently Council has 
four, if 47 Hebden Street is sold, which is likely, Council will have only three (3) homes available. 
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The following is the report for consideration, deferred from the June 2012 meeting. 

This matter was considered at the May, 2012 Ordinary Meeting where Council resolved that a further 
report with additional information be provided. 

To reiterate, the following are the figures presented to the May, 2012 meeting, as a “starting point” to 
illustrate the estimated costs of two examples of available project built dwellings. An assumption has 
been made and a particular allotment of land selected (for the exercise) for each dwelling.  The 
contribution toward the cost of the installation of the reticulated water service has also been added. 

The two (2) indicative prices which have been obtained one from a project builder servicing the 
Lockhart area, on the basis of a mid sized 4 bedroom brick veneer, iron roofed dwelling with double 
garage. 

The prices are as follows (nett of GST) 

Option 1      Option 2 

Dwelling 224.13m
2
/24.113 squares   Dwelling 235.15m

2
/25.31 squares 

Application fees $2,100 Application fees  $2,100 
Section 94 contributions $1,825 Section 94 contributions  $1,825 
Landscaping (etc) $3,500 Landscaping (etc)  $3,500 
Sewer Connection fee $1,200 Sewer Connection fee  $1,200 
Long Service Levy $900 Long Service Levy     $900  
Cost of Lot 8 $25,000 Cost of Lot 4                            $25,000 
Contribution to water supply   $1,500 Contribution to water supply      $1,500  
Dwelling $224,362 Dwelling                                 $231,323  
 $260,387                                     $267,348 

Council has no specific budget allocation made for such an undertaking, however should Council wish 
to proceed then it is suggested that the funding could be provided as follows (based on a total cost 
estimated to be, for the exercise $270,000 + GST) 
 
Proceeds from the sale of the Galore Street dwelling  $151,000 
From the reserve for Future Infrastructure Improvements  $119,000 
    $270,000 

Recommendation: 

a) That the information be noted; and 

b) That Council proceed to call tenders for the construction of a new dwelling at the Green Street 
West subdivision to provide accommodation for a future employee and his/her family as an 
inducement to relocate to Lockhart Shire Council. 

231/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mulholland and Gooden that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

 
17. FRUIT FLY PROBLEMS (DES/A30-005) 

At the June 2012 Ordinary Meeting Cr S Mulholland advised Council of the considerable problems 
being experienced throughout the Shire due to Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF) infestations, and sought 
advice as to how council might be able to assist residents with trees affected by this pest. 

The state government department which deals with such matter is currently the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries.  There is one (1) Gosford - based expert on QFF in the Department but that person 
is currently on leave.  Council has however been able to ascertain a number of points: 

1) That the Department are no longer involved in field work to control QFF due to funding issues, 

2) That the responsibility for control now rests solely with property owner, but 

3) That the Department has a number of useful brochures and a management plan. 

Recommendation: That Council: 
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a) advise property owners of their responsibilities regarding QFF via the Council Newsletter on an-
ongoing seasonal basis; and 

b) maintain a supply of relevant brochures to be freely available at Council‟s office and Council‟s 
website. 

232/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Thiele: 

a) that the recommendation be adopted; and 

b) that the Director of Engineering be requested to provide a report on the possibility of 
providing sealed bins at Council‟s garbage tips for the purpose of collection of old fruit. 

 

18. LOCKHART DENTAL PRACTICE (DES/C80-035) 

Members of Council will be aware that for some time a successful dental practice has been operated 
by Dr G R Saggers from Council‟s leased property, Lot 2, Section 1, in DP598332, 85 Green Street, 
Lockhart, adjoining the Lockhart Ex-Servicemen‟s Club, offering a very valuable facility to the local 
community.   

Recently, Dr Saggers approached Council in regard to minor modifications to the waiting room at the 
premises, aimed at providing a larger surgery.  The proposed work would involve the relocation of 
some of the internal partitions, and to facilitate these changes, the relocation of the main entrance door 
off Green Street to the west.  

Dr Saggers is prepared to pay for the internal changes, but has requested that Council consider 
paying for the relocation of the entrance door.  A cost estimate has been provided by Dr Saggers in 
the amount of approximately $4,800.00 plus GST. 

Given the history of medical services in recent times throughout rural NSW, the local community is 
perhaps very fortunate to have retained a local dental service.  Dr Saggers advises that the 
renovations he proposes will benefit the practice and enhance the service to local residents, both in 
the near term and future. 

Recommendation: 

a) That Council provide an amount of up to $5,000 including GST for the project, to be sourced 
from existing budget allocations : and 

b) That at least two (2) quotations are sought for the proposed entrance door relocation works. 

233/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Mulholland that the recommendation be 
adopted. 
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Finance and Administration Matters 

19. STATEMENT OF FUNDS (MCS/F10-010) 
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Recommendation: That the Statement of Funds for June 2012 be received. 

Council advised having considered a memo from the Director Corporate Services advising as to an 
amendment to the Statement of Funds submitted to Council. 

234/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Schultz that the Statement of Funds for June 
2012 as amended be received. 

 
20. ALTERATIONS TO BANK AUTHORITIES (GM/B10-015) 

Due to recent staff changes it is necessary to update authorities to Council‟s bank, to read as follows: 

That any two (2) of the persons name in Schedule A hereunder or any one person named in the said 
Schedule A, together with any one person named in Schedule B hereunder, be authorised to do in the 
name of the Council all of any of the following things: 

 draw cheques on Council‟s accounts; and 

 overdraw the said accounts to the extent permitted by the Bank; and 

 place monies on investment in the name of the Council and receive payment on the deposits 
and of any other monies at any time on investment in the name of the Council and interests 
thereon.  Also, give the Bank instructions regarding the disposal, renewal, or breaking of any 
investment or to any matter relating thereto; 

And further, that any one of the General Manager, Director Corporate Services, or 
Finance/Administrative Officer be authorised to endorse cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, promissory 
notes and other instruments made payable to or to the order of the Council and lodged with the Bank 
for credit to the Council‟s accounts, and further that all relevant banking and investment corporations 
be notified of the authority and revocation of previous authorities similarly given. 

Schedule A Official Designation 

Christopher Peter Gallagher General Manager 

Craig Anthony Fletcher Director Corporate Services 

Tracy Anne Hounsell Finance/Administrative Officer 

Schedule B Official Designation 

David Congreve Webb Director of Engineering 

Robert Charles Crawford Director Environmental Services 

Peter Marshall Yates Mayor 

Sylvia Grace Mulholland  Deputy Mayor 

Recommendation:  That the authorities to operate Council‟s bank accounts as detailed in the report 
be confirmed. 

235/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mulholland and Hogan that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

 
21. THE ROCK FLOOD STUDY COMMITTEE  (GM/F20-030) 

Council at its May 2012 meeting when considering the formation of the Lockhart Flood Study 
Committee resolved that nominations be invited from the community to become members of The Rock 
Flood Study Committee. 

Following the invitation of nominations the following have been received: 

- Mr Robert Martin as Chairperson of The Rock Progress Association 
- Mrs Anne Martin as Secretary of The Rock Progress Association 
- Mrs Wendy Rocks, CEO Lutheran Aged Care 
- Cr Leia Thiele 
- Mrs Ann Taylor, resident of The Rock 
- Mr Ian Taylor, resident of The Rock 
- Cr John Paterson 
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- Mr Tony O‟Halloran, resident of The Rock 
- Mr Don Feeney, resident of The Rock 

As this is a Committee of Council the Mayor will be an ex officio member. 

Recommendation: That the nominations as detailed in the body of the report be appointed by Council 
as The Rock Flood Study Committee. 

236/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Schultz and Paterson: 

a) that the nominations as detailed in the body of the report be appointed by Council as The 
Rock Flood Study Committee; and 

b) that two additional persons be appointed to this committee being Mr Kieran Hosie and Cr 
Ken Hogan.  

 
22. SEPTEMBER 2012 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS – USE OF COUNCIL RESOURCES AND 

ELECTORAL MATERIAL (GM/D14-005) 

A circular has been received from the Division of Local Government providing a reminder of the 
obligations of Council officials in relation to the use of Council resources and the potential for Council 
publications to be considered “electoral material”. 

A copy of the circular is included as Attachment B. 

Recommendation: that the information be noted; 

237/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mulholland and Schultz that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

 
23. REPORTING ON COMPLAINTS – CODE OF CONDUCT (GM/C40-005) 

Council‟s Code of Conduct is based on the Division of Local Government‟s model Code of Conduct.  
This Code states that Councillors, administrators, members of Council staff, independent conduct 
reviewers, members of Council committees including Conduct Reviewers and delegates of Council 
must comply with the applicable provisions of the Code. 

The Code applies when carrying out functions as Council officials.  Mechanisms are contained within 
the Code for the reporting of complaints against Council Officials and the subsequent handling of 
those complaints. 

The General Manager has an obligation to report annually to Council on Code of Conduct complaints.  
The following is for the period 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012. 

Category Nature of Issues Raised Outcome 

Councillor Complaint Alleging a Councillor has 
breached the Code of Conduct by 
not declaring a Conflict of  Interest 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Councillor counselled 

Councillor Complaint Alleging a Councillor had acted in 
an intimadatory manner, not 

disclosed a Conflict of Interest and 
breached the Code of Conduct 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Code of Conduct not 

breached 

Councillor Complaint Alleging a Councillor had 
breached the Code of Conduct by 
inferring another Councillor had 
breached the Code of Conduct 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Councillor counselled 

Councillor Complaint Alleging a Councillor had not 
considered a matter on its merits 

as required under the Code of 
Conduct 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Code of Conduct not 

breached 
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Category Nature of Issues Raised Outcome 

Councillor Complaint Alleging a Councillor had not 
declared a Conflict of Interest in a 

matter 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Code of Conduct not 

breached 

Councillor Complaint Alleging a Councillor had not 
declared a Conflict of Interest 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Code of Conduct not 

breached 

Councillor Complaint Alleging two Councillors had not 
declared a Conflict of Interest in a 

matter 

Assessed by General Manager 
and Code of Conduct not 

breached 

Ratepayer Complaint Alleging a Councillor had spoken 
to the ratepayer in a loud 

aggressive manner and therefore 
breached the Council Code of 

Conduct 

Referred to an External 
Reviewer. Complainant did not 

proceed with complaint 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

238/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Mulholland that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

 
24. FIXING AND PAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 2012/2013(GM/C85-035) 

Council at its meeting on 18 June 2012 considered the following report: 

          “FIXING AND PAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 2012/2013  

Section 248(1) of the Local Government Act states as follows: 

1) A Council must pay each Councillor an annual fee; 

2) A Council may fix the annual fee and if it does so it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal; 

3) The annual fee so fixed must be the same for each Councillor; 

4) A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by 
the Remuneration Tribunal. 

Further, Section 249 of the Local Government Act states as follows: 

1) Council must pay the Mayor an annual fee; 

2) The annual fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a councillor; 

3) The Council may fix the annual fee and if it does so it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal; 

4) A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by 
the Remuneration Tribunal. 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined that an increase of 2.5% in the fees for 
Councillors and Mayor for the next financial year is appropriate. This increase will come into effect on 
1 July 2012. 

Lockhart Shire Council is classified as a Category Rural Council by the Tribunal. 

The permissible fees for Category Rural Councils are thus now as follows: 

  Minimum Maximum 

 Councillor $7,740 pa $10,220 pa 

 Mayor (additional) $8,220 pa $22,310 pa 
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The present fees paid to Councillors are $7,560.00 and the Mayoral fee is $14,810.00 as determined 
in June 2011.  

The 2012/2013 Operational Budget has been prepared allowing for Councillors fees of $9,970, which 
was the maximum permissible Councillor fee for Category Rural Councils in 2011/2012 and a Mayor 
allowance of $15,180, which is a 2.5% increase on the 2011/12 allowance. 

 Council resolution 106/12 at it‟s April 2012 meeting resolved:  

That Council consider the annual fees payable to Councillors on receipt of the determination from the 
NSW Government Remuneration Tribunal for 2012/2013. 

Recommendation: Submitted for Council‟s consideration.” 

Council resolved that this Item be deferred to the July 2012 meeting of Council. 

Recommendation: For Councils consideration. 

It was moved by Crs Gooden and Mulholland that the Councillor fees and the Mayoral fee be 
increased by 2.5% above the 2011/2012 payments made. 

Moved as an amendment by Crs Hogan and Thiele that the Mayoral allowance be retained at the 
existing amount and Councillors allowances be increased to $8,700 for the year. 

On being put to the meeting the amendment was declared Lost. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and declared carried. 

239/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Mulholland that the Councillor fees and the 
Mayoral fee be increased by 2.5% above the 2011/2012 payments made. 

 

25. CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT (GM/C40-005) 

Council at its meeting on 18 June 2012 considered the following report: 

“On 12 April 2012 two local residents emailed an official letter of complaint to the General Manager of 
Council concerning alleged actions by a Councillor of Lockhart Shire Council. 

Given the complaint emanated from local residents against a Councillor the General Manager 
engaged an external Conduct Reviewer to investigate the allegations. 

This independent person, who is a member of the Panel of External Qualified Persons appointed by 
the REROC Executive was engaged by Council on 20 April 2012. 

The Independent Reviewer advised of the processes which he undertook once appointed by Council: 

- Contacted the Complainant and the Councillor concerned to explain his appointment as 
Reviewer and to explain how the review would be carried out. 

- Met with the Councillor from Lockhart Shire Council at the Reviewers office on 27 April 2012 at 
9:00am. 

- Contacted the Complainants to arrange to meet with the External Reviewer on 30 April 2012 at 
10:00am. 

- Due to a death in the family the need to travel interstate for the funeral the meeting was 
rescheduled for 2 May 2012 at 2:00pm. 

- On 1 May 2012 the External Reviewer received a telephone message from the Complainant 
advising that they would cancel the meeting on 2 May 2012 and would make another 
appointment at a later date. 

- On 11 May 2012 the External Reviewer received a telephone call from the Complainants 
advising that they would not be meeting with him as they do not want to participate in the 
review. This was confirmed in subsequent telephone discussions with the Complainants. 

The External Reviewers findings were as follows: 
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“Allowing a period of time before finalising my review to give the Complainants a chance to change 
their minds about not participating in the Review, I can only conclude that this matter is now 
completed. 

My findings are that due to the initial Complainants not participating in the Review I cannot make any 
comments or recommendations on this matter and can only conclude that this matter has now come to 
a finalisation.” 

The cost to Council to engage the External Code of Conduct Reviewer is $1,800.00 plus GST and 
given the Complainants would not agree to meet with the External Reviewer Council may wish to give 
consideration to seeking some form of compensation from the Complainants. 

Recommendation: For Council‟s consideration.” 

Council resolved as follows: 

i) That an itemised account be sought from the External Reviewer on the time allocated to his 
investigations; 

ii) The External Reviewer be requested to provide advice as to why Cr Paterson had been 
interviewed prior to the complainant being interviewed; and 

iii) That the matter be again considered at the July meeting of Council including advice as to i) and 
ii) above. 

The information requested from the External Reviewer has been received and included as Attachment 
C. 

Note – General Manager 

In the interval between the June 2012 Council meeting the General Manager advises having received 
a telephone call from a representative of the Division of Local Government. 

The representative advised that, following representations, the representative wished to advise 
Council that it was not the “intent” in the Code of Conduct for Council to have the ability to seek 
compensation from those persons who wish to lodge a complaint under the Code. It was suggested to 
do so may inhibit persons from making a complaint. 

The General Manager advised the representative there is no mention in the Code of Conduct 
regarding compensation to Council and requested a letter from the Division in regard to this matter. At 
the time of preparing this report correspondence has not been received. 

Recommendation: For Councils consideration. 

It was moved by Crs Hogan and Male that Council met the full cost of the account presented by the 
External Conduct Complaint Reviewer and Council not seek a contribution from Mr and Mrs Day. 

Moved as an amendment by Crs Paterson and Gooden that given the details of the investigation 
provided by the Reviewer and Council„s evaluation of same, the Reviewer‟s remuneration report 
appears to be grossly exaggerated. Accordingly Council resolves to accept 50% of the remitted 
account and that the Days‟ (given they initiated this investigation and then failed to participate) be 
contacted and asked as to what proportion of this 50% they may wish to contribute. 

240/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mulholland and Gooden that the matter be deferred until the 
dinner adjournment. 

 
 The meeting adjourned for dinner at 7:07pm and resumed at 8:00pm. 

 The motion of Crs Hogan and Male was put to the meeting and declared Lost. 

 The amendment of Crs Paterson and Gooden was then put to the meeting and declared Lost. 

 Crs Paterson and Gooden rose and requested a Division. On Division the following votes were 
recorded: 

For the Amendment – Crs Gooden, Thiele, Paterson and Yates. 
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Against the Amendment – Crs McDonnell, Hogan, Mulholland, Male and Schultz. 

It was moved by Crs Hogan and McDonnell that Council meet half the costs of the account from the 
External Reviewer and no contribution be sought from Mr and Mrs Day. 

On being put to the meeting the motion was declared Lost. 

It was moved by Crs Hogan and Mulholland that Council delegate authority to the General Manager to 
negotiate a reduction in the account received from the External Reviewer and Mr and Mrs Day not be 
asked to make a contribution to the expenses incurred. 

On being put to the meeting the motion was declared Carried. 

241/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Mulholland that Council delegate authority to the 
General Manager to negotiate a reduction in the account received from the External Reviewer 
and Mr and Mrs Day not be asked to make a contribution to the expenses incurred. 

 
Crs Paterson and Gooden requested their dissent be recorded. 
 

26. KAPOOKA BRIDGE (GM/C90-010) 

Some time ago Council wrote to the Roads & Maritime Services (RMS) suggesting that “Give Way to 
Trucks” signage be placed prior to the bridge. 

A response from the Regional Manager of the RMS is as follows: 

“Clearly heavy vehicle management on the bridge is a serious matter, and one the requires careful 
consideration. Whilst the suggestion for “Give Way to Trucks” signage appears a practical solution to 
the issue, it nevertheless requires careful contemplation. Given that the western end of the bridge 
intersects a terminating intersection as the terminating road, north bound traffic has a priority at the 
intersection. Changing priority whilst holding traffic on the through road carries a substantial degree of 
risk with attempting to appropriately locate signage and convey the correct intention. 

Legal issues relevant to signage location, intention and enforcement would be very difficult to satisfy. 
Clearly defining who must give way and when, together with the engineering required to avoid that 
doubt, would be extremely difficult. 

Although not satisfying the issue immediately, plans for the new skew bridge are in detail final stages. 
The RMS is very keen to remedy this problem on the network and is pushing the issue of 
construction.”  

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Cr Gooden declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in the matter as a possible consultant to RMS and left 
the Council meeting prior to any discussions. 

242/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Paterson and Hogan that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

Cr Gooden returned to the meeting. 

 
27. INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT (GM/I06-005) 

Council might recall that following the Destination 2036 Conference during August last year the state 
government appointed an Independent Review Panel on Local Government, chaired by Professor 
Graham Sansom, whose Charter is to provide a report to the Minister for Local Government by July 
2013 on the future sustainability of local government in NSW as well as other matters. 

It was advised at the recent Local Government and Shires Association that the panel would be 
conducting some 20 regional meetings throughout NSW and advice has been received that the 
Review Panel will be holding discussions with REROC Councils on Tuesday 31 July 2012 in Wagga 
Wagga. 

It is advised that Stage 1 of the consultation process aims to: 
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 Provide Council representatives across NSW with the opportunity to discuss with the Panel the 
challenges faced by the region 

 Provide the panel with options and ideas to strengthen the role of local government in contributing 
to stronger communities 

The format for the session in Wagga Wagga on 31 July 2012 is proposed to be as follows, however a 
Consultation Paper is yet to be released and might be available for Councils‟ July 2012 meeting. 

Basically the format will be along the lines of: 

 A 2 hour session with the Review Panel members, Mayors and General Managers with other 
Councillors welcome to attend from Councils in REROC 

 Chair/Chief Executive Officer to coordinate the development of a region focussed overview (up to 
30 minutes) that it is suggested to be delivered by a Mayor or Mayors that could include the 
following: 

- What drives prosperity in the region? 
- Key physical characteristics of the region 
- Current challenges faced by the region 
- Emerging challenges faced by the region 
- Options to address these challenges 

 Each Council in attendance would then have the opportunity to provide a 5 minute „viewpoint‟ from 
its perspective. 

 Roundtable discussion for the balance of the 2 hour period. 

Prior to the meeting on 31 July 2012 it is likely that a meeting will be held between Mayors and 
General Managers throughout REROC to consider the matters which will be discussed by the Review 
Panel in order that a coordinated approach might be taken. Further the Mayor and General Manager 
will be preparing the five minute „viewpoint‟ from Lockhart Shire Councils‟ perspective and would 
appreciate comments from Councillors. 

Councillors might note that they are welcome to attend this Review Panels‟ discussions on 31 July 
2012 and Councillors might advise the General Manager if they are available to attend. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

243/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Gooden: 

a) that the information be noted; 

b) it be noted that Crs Paterson, Gooden, Mulholland, Thiele, Hogan will be likely to attend 
this meeting in Wagga Wagga on 31 July 2012. 

   

28. ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS – GRANT APPLICATIONS (GM/G10-005) 

Cr Paterson requested an update on the activities of Council‟s Grant Application Writer. 

Council might recall at its‟ February meeting allocating an amount of $10,000.00 for the engagement 
of a Contract Grant application Writer who has the ability to assist community groups throughout the 
Shire who have identified a grant they wish to apply for and require some assistance in developing the 
application. 

Attempting to attract a person as the community groups Grant Application Writer proved difficult 
however Council at its‟ April 2012 meeting resolved to appoint Ms Laticia Gibson to that position. 

Once Ms Gibson was appointed by Council advertisements appeared in Councils‟ monthly newsletter 
inviting community groups to make application to the General Manager for Ms Gibson‟s assistance. 

Since that time Ms Gibson has assisted the following: 

1. Lockhart Men‟s Shed – assisted this organisation with an application to the Australian 
Government Shed Development Program for the provision of tools and equipment in an amount 
of $1,260.00. 
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2.  On behalf of the Spirit of the Land Festival an application to WesTrac seeking corporate 
sponsorship of $10,000.00. 

3. On behalf of the Spirit of the Land Festival an application to Caterpillar for an amount of 
$10,000.00 sponsorship. 

4. Lockhart Anglers Club – seeking a grant of up to $3,000.00 for the provision of a barbecue, 
generator, tables and chairs. (This application has not yet been lodged). 

5. On behalf of the Spirit of the Land Festival Committee currently working on an application to the 
NSW Government Regional Flagship Events Program seeking funding to attract $10,000.00 
funding for advertising for the event or funding over a 3 year period for an amount of 
$20,000.00. 

Given the funding authorities and organisations do not announce decisions for some 3 months 
following the close of applications it is not known if any have been successful to date. 

Invoices for the 3 applications which have been completed and submitted total $390.00. 

It is believed that having a person such as Ms Gibson to assist community groups in lodging grant 
applications is of considerable benefit to community groups and all groups seeking additional funding 
should be encouraged to make application to the General Manager in the first instance. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

244/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Mulholland that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

   

29. REQUEST FOR DONATION (D30-005) 

In accordance with Councils‟ Donations/Contributions to Community Groups & Individuals Policy an 
application for a donation has been received from Mr Bill Alexander of Lockhart who has been 
selected to play in the National AFL Carnival in Adelaide during July 2012. Mr Alexander advised that 
the costs are in the order of $1,300.00 plus accommodation and he seeks financial assistance from 
Council. 

Attachment D is included for Council‟s consideration of his request for financial assistance. 

Recommendation: 

a) That Council congratulate Mr Alexander on being selected to attend this AFL Carnival in Adelaide; 

b) That Council make a donation of $100.00 towards his costs in attending this Carnival. 

245/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mulholland and McDonnell: 

a) that Council congratulate Mr Alexander on being selected to attend this AFL Carnival in 
Adelaide; 

b) that Council make a donation of $200 towards the cost of his attending this Carnival; 

c) that a list of previous recipients of donations of this type be made available to Council in 
due course. 

 

30. OSBORNE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE (DCS/P10-025) 

At the June 2011 Council meeting the Osborne Recreation Ground Committee submitted details of 
proposed extensions to the existing function room and facilities, totalling $348,000. To source the 
remaining funds required for the project the Osborne Recreation Ground Committee detailed they had 
applied for a $174,000 grant through the Department of Sport and Recreation Facilities. 

Further to this application the Osborne Recreation Ground Committee indicated even if successful 
with the grant application there would still be a $50,000 shortfall. As such the Osborne Recreation 
Ground Committee was seeking Council assistance by way of a $10,000 grant and a $40,000 interest 
free loan over five years. 
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At the June 2011 meeting Council resolved to agree to provide a grant of $10,000 and an interest free 
loan of $40,000 repayable over eight (8) years to the Osborne Recreation Ground Committee to assist 
in the proposed extensions of the pavilion, subject to the grant from the Department of Sport and 
Recreation being successful. 

Council was advised at the April 2012 Council meeting the grant application was unsuccessful and 
that the grant had been placed on a reserve list. 

Council was recently notified by the Department of Sport and Recreation Facilities that $50,000 had 
become available for the project. 

As one of the conditions in receiving the grant is the funds had to be matched dollar for dollar, after 
contacting representatives from the Osborne Recreation Ground Committee, that Committee agreed 
to deposit the matching $50,000 with Council, and Council agreed to accept the grant from the 
Department of Sport and Recreation Facilities. 

Although the original application by the Osborne Recreation Ground Committee was for an amount of 
$174,000, the $50,000 will assist the Committee to undertake some of the works proposed to improve 
the facility. 

Hopefully in the next round of funding the Committee will be successful with the remaining amount 
required. i.e. $124,000, and Council‟s funding of a $10,000 grant and $40,000 loan will be able to be 
made available. 

Recommendation: that the information be noted. 

246/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Paterson and Gooden that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

31. SEPTEMBER 2012 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS – CARETAKER PROVISIONS(GM/D14-005) 

Advice has been received from the Chief Executive Officer of the Division of Local Government 
advising that the Caretaker Provisions under the Local Government Act come into effect from Friday 
10 August 2012 and ends on Saturday 8 September 2012. 

In effect this requires that the Council, the General Manager or any other delegate of the Council 
(other than a Joint Regional Planning Panel or the Central Sydney Planning Committee) must not 
exercise the following functions during the four weeks preceding an Ordinary Election (Caretaker 
Period): 

- Enter into any Contract or undertaking involving an expenditure or receipt by Council of an 
amount equal to or greater than $150,000 or 1% of the Council‟s revenue from rates in the 
preceding financial year (whichever is the larger) 

- Determining a Controversial Development Application, except where a failure to make such a 
determination would give rise to a Deemed Refusal, or such a Deemed Refusal arose before 
the commencement of the Caretaker Period. (The term Controversial Development Application 
(is defined as one of which at least 25 persons have made submissions by way of objection) 

- Appointing or renewing the appointment of the General Manager or terminating their 
employment (this does not include the appointment of an acting or temporary General Manager) 

- In particular cases those functions may be exercised with the approval of the Minister 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

247/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Paterson and Thiele that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

32. SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS LOYALTY PROGRAM (T/EDO/T26-020) 

Council will recall that in the Tourism & Economic Development Steering Committee Report in the 
June 2012 Business Papers, item 6 referred to the proposed „Supporting Local Business Loyalty 
Programme‟. Council requested information regarding the anticipated requirements of the Tourism & 
Economic Development Officer involvement in this programme. 
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The Tourism & Economic Development Officer will liaise with Loyalty Group regarding possible start 
date of the programme. Loyalty Group, a marketing company will facilitate and coordinate the 
programme working with the participating businesses, the businesses will cover the costs of the loyalty 
programme. 

The Tourism & Economic Development Officer‟s role has involved sourcing and highlighting the 
availability of a rewards programme for owner operator businesses and will involve coordinating the 
initial contact between the Loyalty Programme Group and the business proprietor.  

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

248/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Gooden that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

33. FUNDING EMERGENCY SERVICES IN NSW (GM/D14-010) 

The following media release has been received by Council: 

“The NSW Government is seeking community feedback to develop a better, fairer and more efficient 
way of funding emergency services in NSW, Treasurer Mike Baird and Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services, Michael Gallacher said today.  

“Our combined fire and emergency services have a proud and long history of helping the people of 
NSW. However, the way we currently fund these services in NSW is complicated, inefficient and 
unfair,” said Mr Baird.  

“Recent reviews of the state tax system, including the Henry Tax Review, have recommended we 
move to a property based levy. Today, the NSW Government has released a Funding our Emergency 
Services Discussion Paper, as part of a three month consultation period to identify a better way to 
fund emergency services in NSW.”  

Funding currently comes from three sources, with the bulk of funding (73.7 per cent) provided by a tax 
on insurance companies, while the remainder of the funds are provided by local governments (11.7 
per cent) and the State Government (14.6 per cent).  

“The current system has serious weaknesses and is economically inefficient. Taxing insurance 
increases the price of insurance and can lead some people to under-insure and others not to insure at 
all.”  

“The system is also unfair because people who are either not insured or are under-insured do not 
contribute to the funding of our emergency services, but still receive the same coverage as those who 
do pay insurance.  

“NSW property owners who insure their properties are subsidising the 36 per cent of households who 
don‟t have home contents insurance – the highest rate of non-insurance in Australia.  

“A better and fairer system would spread the costs across the whole community. The Government is 
considering a number of ways to replace the current insurance-based levy to bring NSW into line with 
most States and Territories,” said Mr Baird.  

Mr Gallacher said no final decision has been made and the Government was now seeking community 
input on the potential design, scope, features and transition to a new Emergency Services Levy.  

“Whatever the final shape of the new levy, there will be no change to the total level of funds currently 
provided for fire and emergency services,” Mr Gallacher said  

“This review and consultation process fulfils an election promise. The NSW Government is committed 
to consulting with the community, emergency services, local government and industry to move to a 
simpler, fairer and more competitive system for funding our essential fire and emergencies services,” 
Mr Gallacher concluded.” 

A copy of the Discussion Paper dated July 2012 is included with the Business Paper under separate 
cover. 

The public consultation period is open until 8 October 2012. 
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Recommendation: That the information be noted and reference to the Discussion Paper and closing 
date be included in the next Council newsletter. 

249/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Gooden and Hogan that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

34. TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER – QUARTERLY REPORT (T/EDO/T26-005) 

Council may recall that one of the requirements for Council‟s Tourism/Economic Development Officer 
is to provide a report to Council on the activities undertaken by this officer each Quarter. 

The Tourism/Economic Development Officer advises as follows: 

The Period of April – June 2012 continued to reflect a number of developments focusing on the 
continuation of the promotion tourism and development of a Strategic Plan for the Industrial Park. 

1. Continued Development of Business and Industry within the Shire 
2. Development and Marketing of Tourism  
3. Workshops and Networking Meetings 
4. Conference attendance 
5. Committees and Boards 

1. Continued Development of Business and Industry within the Shire 

1.1 Lockhart Better Business Group 

Lockhart Better Business Group was established in October 2010 went into recess following difficulty 
in filling the executive positions following the AGM. The Better Business Group co-ordinated a number 
of events during this period including 

 Christmas late night trading in 2010 & 2011  

 St Patricks Day buskers in 2011 

 Easter window promotion 

 Mother‟s Day cooperative advertising and promotions 

 Father‟s Day promotion 

 Cooperative advertising in Style magazine 

 Hosted workshops including  

 Sue Henry(personal/professional development of business expertise)attracting participants from 
Lockhart Shire and Wagga 

 Ben Foley Albury Business Chamber guest speaker regarding the advantage of Business Chamber 
Alliance with the Lockhart Better Business Group. 

 
Holding Bi-monthly meetings the Lockhart Better Business Group found it difficult to gain sustainable 
support from businesses across Lockhart businesses and decided to go into recess until further 
notice. 
 
For any business group to continue within any community it is essential for the group to be supported 
across the business sector. The Lockhart Better Business Group going into recess is a disappointing 
result as self-determining business groups usually result in a buoyant business community. 
It should be noted that the Lockhart Better Business Group is technically in recess and could be re-
established by members of the businesses community. 

1.2 Business Enterprise Centre Shire Workshop 

The Wagga Wagga Business Enterprise Centre conducted a business workshop at the Lockhart  
Ex- Servicemen‟s Club on 23 April 2012. This workshop focused on customer service, and was 
intended to attract service industries across the Shire. There was no charge for the workshop the 
participants were advised via the Council Newsletter and handouts. 

There were 11 participants and the workshop which focused on customer service as a priority and the 
expectations of visitors. 

The Wagga Wagga Business Enterprise Centre has indicated availability for additional workshops if 
required. 
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1.3 Combined Business Advertising and Promotional Strategies. 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee have worked and continue to work on 
various ideas and considered the following projects to assist businesses across the Shire . 

 The possibility of producing promotional postcards for the businesses and retail groups. Fully 
funded by financial contributions from Businesses and retail sector and post cards would be 
given to visitors free of charge. 

The Tourism and Economic Development Officer continues to approach businesses and to date, a 
number of business have indicated an interest in becoming involved in the project. 

 „Loyalty / Rewards‟ programme offering a rewards based incentive for the residents of the 
Lockhart Shire to „Shire shop locally Card‟. The Loyalty Group, a marketing company, 
specialising in the development and management of successful Customer Loyalty Reward 
programs with expertise in the design and implementation of Loyalty Reward programs, loyalty 
marketing services and marketing consultancy 

If approved by Council the Tourism and Economic Development Officer will approach loyalty Group to 
implement the programme, all expenses of this programme will be meet by the participating 
businesses. 

1.4 10 Year Strategic Development Plan for the Lockhart Industrial Park 

In accordance with the request of the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee the 
Tourism and Economic Development Officer continues to develop the strategic plan, including the 
suggested alteration by the Committee. The 10 year Strategic Development Plan for the Lockhart 
Industrial Park will be resubmitted to the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee 
prior to submission to Council for approval. 

1.5 New Business Opening 

Over the reporting period the Lockhart Newsagency had had a change of ownership and a number of 
enquiries have been received regarding the development or purchase of business in the Shire. The 
majority of these enquires have been related to the Lockhart township retail sector.As a result the 
following businesses are expected to open over the next reporting period. 

 Garden Nursery & Gift shop 

 Blue Bird Café  

Additional enquiries relating to establishing new businesses have been received and negotiations are 
continuing for purchase of premises. 

1.6 Industrial Park Land Sales 

During the reporting period businesses in the Industrial Park have continued to build their business. 
Supported by Trade and Investment NSW the Tourism and Economic Development Officer has 
worked with the Greenline enterprise to assist with the continued development of their existing 
business and have discussed opportunity for further expansion. 

In the next reporting period Greenline will hold their official opening inviting visitors from Canada to the 
official planned to be held the week commencing September 23, 2012. 

1.7 NBN 

Meetings with NBN Co were held during the reporting period, as Council would be aware NBN Co are 
currently working towards connecting the Lockhart Shire to the National Broadband Network. Current 
plans of NBN Co. have indicated that NBN service across the Lockhart Shire will be via wireless and 
satellite. 

The fibreoptic cable will be rolled out along the Olympic Highway as it continues south from 
WaggaWagga towards Culcairn the fibre optic cable travels through The Rock and Yerong Creek 
townships.  

Initial enquires have been made into the possibility of accessing the high speed broadband as it 
passes through The Rock and Yerong Creek. NBN Co have indicated an intention to investigate 
Councils concerns. 
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Remaining areas of the Shire will access the National Broadband Network via wireless and satellite 
transmission. 

2. Development and Marketing of Tourism  

2.1 The Lockhart Paving Brochure 

Following Council approval at the June Meeting. Speciality Press are now proceeding with printing and 
will be distributed through the information centres. 

2.2 Historical Town/Places Trail Brochure 

Active Print continues to design the Historical Trails Brochure.A proof of the brochure will be submitted 
to the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee, prior to submitting to Council. 

2.3 Visitors Information Centre Opening 

The Lockhart Information Centre was opened on 18 May 2012.The Lockhart Visitor Information Centre 
and is housed in the Green Gunyah Museum. 

The Lockhart Visitor Information Centre is a level 3 Centre which means it is run in conjunction with an 
existing business. Establishment costs were fully funded by the Lockhart Council. 
The Accredited visitor information centres are part of a brand that has been a trademark for tourism  

 this leads to easy recognition of accessibility of tourism information, plus the advantage of access 
to tourism networks and promotions, resulting increased visitation to the area and the potential to 
increase the length of stay. 

Lockhart Shire Council called for expressions of interest from Lockhart businesses to house the 
Lockhart Visitor Information Centre. Applications were lodged with the controlling body, Aurora 
Practical Solutions Pty Ltd for accreditation.  

The Lockhart Historical Society called for additional volunteers to extend the trading hours of the 
Greens Gunyah Museum to enable the Museum to meet the required 5 days trading. The successful 
application was lodged by the Greens Gunyah Museum, with addition improvements required and 
planned for the future.  

The opening of the Visitor Information Centre is an important step to the continued development of 
tourism throughout the Shire.  

2.4 Ongoing tourism developments 

During the reporting period The Tourism and Economic Development Committee worked towards the 
developing additional attractions within the Shire. 
 
“Born in Lockhart Shire” is a Hall of Fame concept, which the Tourism& Economic Development 
Committee continues to refine. Other future projects include: 
Investigating the possibility of the development of: 

- Railway Museum at The Rock Township. 

- Indigenous cultural attraction at The Rock Hill Nature Reserve. 

- Attracting cycling enthusiasts to the Shire. 

3. Workshops and Networking Meetings 

During the reporting period workshops attended include 

 Better Boards 

 Internet Networking, Facebook for business, Google ranking and webpage management. 

 Country Change 

 Regional Communities Renewal Network 

 Riverina Regional Tourism 

 Regional Development Australia 

 Food business workshops 

4. Conference Attendance 

4.1 LGSA Tourism Conference Gunnedah March 2012. 
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Due to the Shire storm water event in March and the community support requirement over that period 
the registration to the conference was cancelled. A number of delegates from other Shires were 
unable to attend the conference due to the effects of the March event on Riverina communities. All 
expenses relating to the conference were reimbursed to Council by the LGSA. 

4.2 Community Economic Development Conference 2012 Cessnock NSW 

Community Economic Development Conference 2012, May 7-10 in Cessnock focused on community 
resilience and the ability to adapt to global economic status, climate change and the transition to more 
sustainable lifestyles. 

Topics included –  

• Strategies for resilience. Past attitudes of the retail community indicated the providers of day to 
day products and services and development of the “big” attractions would draw in tourists. These 
attitudes developed into a reliance on dominating members of the communities being the “economic 
lifeblood”. In resilient communities now give way to more sustainable methods including: 

1. Returning to regional self-esteem. 
2. Regional Economic Development in the spotlight. 
3. Attracting qualified professionals. 
4. Recognising changing markets. 

 New residents with high expectation. 

 Low cost airfares encourage visitors to the region. 

 Caravanning and camping for families and „grey nomad‟ market. 

 Expectation of new experiences. 

 Outdoor/ fitness market. 

• Resilient regional communities. Awareness of changing markets according to the NIRRA report 
20% of people in regional areas have moved to the area in the past 5 year. 
Population chances are often driven by part time/seasonal employment. 

• Regional NSW economy –now and into the future. Communities need to work together to 
recognise what works and develop an understanding some ideas featured include; 

1. Recreational Shopping 
2. Social media to „sell‟ advantages of the area 
3. Shared vision 
4. Retain and appreciate what works 
5. Understand old verses new debate, change is not always the answer but understand what 

need to change. 
6. Allow and encourage new and younger members of the community to become involved. 

• Pathway to a clean energy economy. Clean energy programmes are currently very costly however 
as the technology becomes less expensive the development of clean energy projects become 
economic and social tools to build community self-reliance.  

• Regional resilience & fostering leadership and resilience investigating the path forward with 
volunteers. Highlighting the need to encourage greater participation for younger members of the 
community through: 

1. Ownership of projects. 
2. Awareness of inclusion 
3. New projects 

• Regional population shifts-addressing what is happening and why?Focusing on the population 
drift patterns. 

1. Accepting that during „drift years‟ while studying or traveling and study but work towards 
encouraging a return to regional areas. 

2. Encouraging return of community members through awareness of economic advantage of 
housing. 

• Creating and marketing your identity. Recommending a new approach to „branding‟ communities 
through understanding and interpretation of the features of the regions and their communities. An 
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example highlighted was the use of „Heritage‟ as a label or feature of areas is overused, countless 
towns and regions market themselves based on Heritage and loose identification or point of 
difference. 

Recommendations included; 

1. Marketing through a point of difference and experiences. 
2. Feature the fabric of the community 
3. Highlight attractions natural and commercial. 

• The business of food. 

 Culinary. Food production worldwide will need to increase to sustain the demands of the growing 
world population. Australia currently produces enough food for 1% of the world‟s population. Growth is 
expected in the agricultural industry due to the growing demand for food and bio fuel.  

Consumers are demanding high quality products, farm gate purchasing options is a growing market, 
offering opportunities to develop fresh food farm markets and farm gate trail. 

• New ideas from Newcastle- creative ways to bring life to empty business premises. 
Experiencing long term shop vacancies in the CBD of Newcastle, Urban Renewal a Melbourne based 
non-profit group „adopted‟ the empty retail premises and offered to artists and interested persons to 
open shops in the district. Negotiating with the owners of the properties, regarding the lease 
arrangements, Urban Renewal working with businesses developed a popular and artistic range of 
shops, now a favourite weekend destination. Over time many of the businesses have opened as a 
long term venture giving new life to a potentially derelict area and opportunity to new businesses. It is 
possible that a similar approach could be adopted in some areas of the Lockhart Shire. 

5. Committees and Boards 

5.1 Eastern Riverina Arts 

As Council is aware, attendance of the meetings as member of the Eastern Riverina Arts Board 
representing the Lockhart Shire occurs bi-monthly, and is dedicated to working with a range of people 
across our region in consultation and development in art, community and cultural programming.  
The local government areas that are serviced by ERAP include Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra, 
Harden, Temora, Tumut, Urana, WaggaWagga and Lockhart. 

5.2 Community Committees 

Volunteers Week 2012 

National Volunteers week was held from 14-20 May 2012. Lockhart Shire celebrated the contribution 
of the Shire volunteers holding thankyou events across the Shire.  

Meetings attended include; Lockhart &The Rock Progress Association, Spirit of the Land, Historical 
Society. 

Research the availability and grant opportunities for community groups and business development. 

6. Possible Problems 

The Lockhart Shire continues to experience a period of generational change, the ageing population. It 
is important to keep in mind the need to retain younger residents in the area and to also encourage 
the settlement of new residents of all ages. 

Encourage a community understanding of the requirements and needs of each organisation and 
develop an extended volunteer base. 

The community is still experiencing financial difficulty and emotional stress resulting from the March 
2012 weather event. In time the difficulties still being experienced will lessen. The ongoing effects of 
these events on the residents have had an impact on the „atmosphere‟ of the community generally. 

July – September 2012 

During this period the promotional programme for the next six months will be finalised.  

The continued involvement in the following areas. 

- Ongoing support for the businesses, and encouragement of new business ventures.  
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- Continued support of the development of the Green‟s Gunyah Museum and Doris Gallery  upgrade 

- Continued promotion of the Lockhart Shire, advertising campaign supported by magazine and print 
advertising and media releases. 

- Continued development of „tourism trails‟ including Historical and Farm Art Sculpture Trails within the 
Shire.  

- Continued development of new festivals tourist attractions across the Lockhart Shire.  

- Investigate NBN availability to all townships, securing the best possible access to the NBN across 
the Shire. 

Recommendation: That the report be received. 

250/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Gooden: 

a) that the report be received; and 

b) that the Tourism/Economic Development Steering Committee be encouraged to pursue 
the item “New Ideas From Newcastle – Creative Ways to bring Life to Empty Business 
Premises” as contained in the report. 

 

35. RATES AND CHARGES REDUCTION FOR RESIDENTS AFFECTED BY THE OCTOBER 2010 
AND MARCH 2012 FLOOD EVENTS (GM/F20-030/R10-010) 

Introduction 

Council has previously expressed it‟s desire to financially assist those residents who were severely 
affected by the recent two flood events throughout the Shire. 

In this regard Council at it‟s meeting on 18 June 2012 resolved as follows: 

a) “that all residents of the Shire who were affected by the flooding events of October 2010 and 
March 2012 be invited to apply for financial compensation from Council in the form of a 
reduction of service charges and accrued interest on their general rates accounts; and 

b) that Council consider each application on its merits.” 

In accordance with the resolution Council considered two (2) applications in the Confidential Session 
of Council from local residents seeking assistance and also resolved at the Council meeting on 18 
June 2012 as follows: 

“That Council take appropriate action to refund sewer and garbage charges to the vacant land charge 
for Mrs Cunningham and Mrs Brackett – Waring since the October 2010 flood events and write off 
accrued interest on general rates, if applicable” 

Background 

Given Council has previously expressed other options to financially assist those persons severely 
affected by the flood events reference was made to the Local Government Act regarding the writing off 
of rates and charges. 

Clause 134 of the Local Government Regulations refer to the procedures for writing  off rates and 
charges and sub Clause (4) states: 

“(4) An amount of rates and charges can be written off under this Clause only: 

(a) If there is an error in the assessment, or 
(b) If the amount is not lawfully recoverable, or 
(c) As a result of a decision of a court, or 
(d) If the Council or the general manager believes on reasonable grounds that an attempt to recover 

the amount would not be cost effective. 

Accordingly Council cannot “write – off” previous years rates and charges levied. 
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Discussions were also held with representatives of the Division of Local Government who confirmed 
that Council could not refund general rates as such and doubted the provisions allowed Council to 
refund service charges such as sewerage and garbage charges. 

However Council is arguing that as the services i.e. sewerage and garbage, have been charged for at 
the full amount but these services are not being utilised as the property owners are not/can not live in 
the property, the owners should be entitled to a refund. 

The Division of Local Government has suggested Council seek its own legal advice on this question 
and this will occur. 

Present Position 

Contained in the Confidential section of this Business Paper are a further four (4) applications from 
local ratepayers seeking assistance from Council with a reduction of sewerage and garbage charges 
in accordance with Council‟s previous resolutions. 

If Council approves these applications the six (6) applicants will have their sewerage and garbage 
charges reduced to the vacant land charge appearing on their 2012/2013 Rate Notice to be issued 
shortly. 

Further applications will be considered by Council on merit and in accordance with the legal advice 
received. 

Council has previously resolved to allow any outstanding interest on rates and charges to be waived to 
flood affected residents and this will continue to be applied. 

Conclusion 

Council staff are mindful of Council‟s desire to assist those residents who have been adversely 
affected by the 2010 and 2012 flood events and investigated avenues where assistance might be 
provided. 

Unfortunately the Local Government Act 1993 does restrict Council‟s ability to financially assist those 
affected and the Division of Local Government has advised other Councils have also considered these 
options. 

A further option where Council may be able to assist is to allow a moratorium on the payment of rates 
for 2012/2013. In effect, on application from an affected property owner, Council would not seek 
payment of rates until 2013/2014 financial year with no overdue interest charged. 

Recommendation: 

a) That the information be noted; and 

b) That Council introduce a moratorium on the payment of rates and charges for the 2012/2013 
financial year to approved property owners where Council will not seek payment of rates until 
the 2013/2014 financial year and no overdue interest charges apply. 

251/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Paterson that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

Delegates’ Reports 

1. RIVERINA EASTERN REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS (REROC) (GM/R30-005) 

The Mayor, Cr Peter Yates, and the General Manager attended the REROC meeting in Wagga 
Wagga on Tuesday 26 June 2012. 

Reference was made to the REROC Strategic Plan/Action Plan previously adopted by REROC and 
member Councils and was advised that a number of theme groups have met however one or two of 
the committees are yet to set dates. 

The meeting was advised that the executive of REROC has been working on an advertising campaign 
to encourage people to consider running for the local government elections in September and for the 
member Councils information did show a copy of the advertisement which is now appearing on local 
television stations. 
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Mr Ross O‟Shea of the Premiers Department advised that following consultation throughout the 
Riverina and other areas he had devised a number of themes from those consultation processes 
which would feed into the State Plan/Regional Plan which is required by the state government. 

The meeting advised that from the brief outline of the themes mentioned by Mr O‟Shea that there was 
insufficient information for the REROC Board to determine if these themes are appropriate and 
requested Mr O‟Shea to provide further information in respect to each of the themes. 

REROC provided a response to the Inquiry into Inter-regional Public Transport and a copy of this 
submission is available for Councillors perusal. 

The Executive of REROC attended a meeting convened by Michael McCormack MP on the High 
Speed Rail proposal. The presentation on the day strongly supported the introduction of High Speed 
Rail to Australia and the route that seemed to be promoted is Sydney – Canberra – Wagga – Albury – 
Melbourne with the cost of the line being estimated at around $100 billion. 

The meeting was advised that the Eastern Riverina Arts Annual General Meeting was held on 24 April 
2012 and following representations to the Minister for Arts by the regional Chairs about the funding 
provided to Regional Arts Boards the Minister announced additional one – off funding for the current 
financial year of $7,000 per RAB. The Arts Board will consider a number of projects with the goal of 
delivering something across the entire REROC region. The Board is in the process of finalising the 
next three year strategy for Eastern Riverina Arts as part of that process member Councils will be 
consulted. 

Councils from REROC will be attending a meeting with Essential Energy account manager on 4 July 
at which it is hoped they will provide a free tariff audit of all sites, identify sites with zero consumption 
to determine the need for meetings to be made and identify sites which would benefit from a change in 
metering technology. Further information following this meeting will be provided to Council. 

It was advised that REROC‟s Build A Bridge Camp, which has been most successful in previous 
years, will be held from 13 – 15 August 2012 and information has been distributed to schools with 
applications closing on 29 June. 

The financial position of REROC was provided and the accounts indicate there are no problems 
financially. 

REROC has been conducting Garden Smart workshops throughout the region with the following 
workshops held: 

 Lockhart – 22 April – attended by 120 people 

 Coolamon – 7 June – attended by 20 people 

 Ganmain – 20 June – attended by 50 people 

Further workshops are scheduled to be held in Tumut and Wagga Wagga. 

The REROC Waste Forum 2012 – 2015 Strategy has been approved by the EPA for the 2012 – 2013 
year with an increase in funding of 10%. 

New projects will include working with businesses in cleaner production, a new school program “No 
Waste in my Lunchbox” and a recycling education campaign for both businesses and households. 

REROC recommends it adopt the Regional Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2012 
– 2015. 

The Waste Forum will once again be conducting the very successful Kindy Kits project by distributing 
library bags to all Kindergarten students in the REROC region. The project is a joint project between 
the Waste Forum who funds the entire project and the Road Safety Officers who distribute the bags to 
the schools. 

REROC recommends that member Councils agree to the Road Safety Officers participating in the 
Kindy Kits project by distribution library bags to schools during the first week of term in 2013. 

It was advised that the Regional Skate BMX Scooter Competition which was held recently was very 
successful with between 300 – 350 people attending during the day and 50 young people competing 
in the competition. 

The Youth Network met recently and have decided to hold the competition again in 2013 around 19 
April. 
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Given the success of the Skate BMX Competition REROC recommends that member Councils agree 
to contribute $500 each to the running of the 2013 Regional Skate BMX Competition. 

The Business Paper for REROC is available for Councillors perusal. 

Recommendation: That the Delegates Report be received and the recommendations contained in 
the report be adopted. 

 
2. RIVERINA WATER COUNTY COUNCIL (RWCC) (/W10-005) 

The RWCC June 2012 meeting was held at the RWCC Headquarters in Hammond Avenue, Wagga 
Wagga, on 20 June 2012. 

RWCC‟s financial position was reported to be in a healthy state with cash and invested funds totalling 
some $6,255,000. 

Term deposits total $3 million which are invested with various institutions at rates from 5.36% to 
5.85%. Of the $6 million $4 million is held in restricted funds and $2 million in unrestricted funds. 

The RWCC Delivery Program and Operational Plan for 2012/13 had been placed on exhibition at the 
administration building in Wagga Wagga and on the RWCC website for the month of May 2012. 

Contained in the document were increases for water tariffs and availability charges, tariffs for rural 
consumers have been increased to $1.10 per kilolitre, up from $1.05 for the first 125 kilolitres used 
and $1.66 per kilolitre after that per quarter. 

Wagga Wagga‟s urban tariffs have been increased from 95 cents to $1.10 per kilolitre for the first 125 
kilolitres per quarter. Availability charges have also increased to $30 for both rural and urban. This is 
the first time in my terms as delegate to RWCC that the costs of both rural and urban have been 
aligned. 

RWCC has budgeted for a surplus of $3,088,000 for 2012/13 and water consumption of an anticipated 
12,264 megalitres. Council has also made provision in its capital works program for the construction of 
a new Water Treatment Plant valued at over $35 million over the next four years. This well wiil be 
funded by borrowing a substantial amount of money into the future. 

Recommendation: That the Delegates Report be received 
 

3. PASTORAL SHADOWS PROJECT (GM/T25-045) 

Cr Mulholland as Council‟s delegate provided an update on the Pastoral Shadows of Brookong Project 
located on the Hospital Triangle near the Lockhart Motel. 

Cr Mulholland advised that following the recent heavy rains the walking track around the park has 
been restored and in the near future it is expected that a windmill will be erected and further it is hoped 
that a Pastoral Shadows sign etc will be constructed for information of the community. 

Cr Mulholland also provided a draft of a brochure relating to Lockhart for the Councillors information. 

252/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and McDonnell that the Delegates Reports be 
received and recommendations contained therein be adopted. 

 

 

Correspondence 

1. LOCKHART & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY (H15-010) 

The Minutes for the April monthly meeting of the Lockhart & District Historical Society have been 
received and are available for perusal by Councillors. 
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2. LOCKHART & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY (H15-010) 

The Minutes for the June monthly meeting of the Lockhart & District Historical Society have been 
received and are available for perusal by Councillors. 

 
3. RIVERINA WATER COUNTY COUNCIL (W10-005) 

The Delivery Program and Operational Plan 2012/2013 have been received and are available for 
perusal by Councillors. 

 
4. CITY OF WAGGA WAGGA (F20-030) 

A letter from the Director Infrastructure Services, City of Wagga Wagga, has been received regarding 
Councils‟ letter concerning underscoring beneath the bridge located on the Collingullie – Lockhart 
Road. The Director advises that his staff have inspected the scouring around the bridge structure and 
it has been deemed to pose no immediate risk to the travelling public. This letter is available for 
perusal by Councillors. 

Recommendation: that the Précis of Correspondence 1 to 4 be received. 

 

253/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Thiele that the recommendation be adopted. 

 

Questions and Statements 

Cr Gooden 

Seeligers Lane 

Referred to the matter of Seeligers Lane considered at this meeting of Council and requested that 
Council approach the RMS seeking improvements to this laneway at the intersection of the Olympic 
Way. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he will make the necessary representations to the RMS. 

Disability Access Ramps 

Advised that some months ago Council had requested a report on issues relating to disability ramps in 
regards to colours, safety and the like and sought a response. 

Response – Director Environmental Services 

Advised that he would investigate the previous Council decision and provide a report to Council. 

Cr McDonnell 

Roadworks 

Advised that following the recent heavy rain some of the roads in the western regions of the Shire 
were experiencing sponginess and pot holes and suggested that Council may need funds in the future 
to maintain Council‟s roads in an acceptable standard. 

Standard Iron 

Advised that advice has been received from Standard Iron advising they have purchased a property 
near Condobolin and it is likely that some local farmers in the future might be invited to inspect that 
property. 

Cr Thiele 

Heavy Farm Equipment on Unsealed Roads 

Advised that she has noticed that some farming equipment is being driven along some Council 
unsealed roads which is causing problems to the camber of the road and making such dangerous. 

Response – General Manager 
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Advised that he will include something in the next Council newsletter regarding this matter. 

Council‟s Jet Patcher 

Advised that when she was attending a meeting in Lockhart recently on turning a corner on the County 
Boundary Road had encountered Council‟s Jet Patcher in the middle of the road. Cr Thiele advised 
that given the location of this Jet Patcher she considered it unsafe and a possible hazard. Cr Paterson 
also confirmed the comments of Cr Thiele. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he would investigate the matter and take appropriate action to ensure not only the safety 
of other road users but also Council staff is not put at risk. 

Cr Hogan 

Urana Street – The Rock 

Advised that large pools of water are occurring on the north side of The Rock and although he was 
advised that there was little fall in the particular area requested the Director of Engineering to 
investigate. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he would investigate the matter and take appropriate action. 

Mud on Council Roadways 

Advised that large trucks in The Rock area are leaving properties, particularly along the Bullenbong 
Road resulting in significant amounts of mud being left on Council‟s sealed roads which should not be 
occurring. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he will investigate this matter and take appropriate action. 

Cr Male 

Lockhart Showground Committee 

Advised that he has received representations concerning works wanting to be undertaken at Lockhart 
Showground. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that Council has previously considered a debt owing by the Showground Committee however 
Council has resolved not to take any action in regard to the outstanding amount but to consider such 
following the receipt of the audited annual statements of the Showground Committee. 

Eulensteins Road 

Cr Male provided to the General Manager a copy of the letter from Mr Colin Eulenstein regarding 
Eulensteins Road North. Mr Eulenstein advised that he had not received satisfactory replies to 
previous letters. 

Resonse – General Manager 

Advised that he would pass Mr Eulenstein‟s letter to the Director of Engineering to ensure that a 
response, and if appropriate, action undertaken. 

Pleasant Hills Pre-School – Ladies Walkathon Sponsorship 

Referred to a letter from the Pre-School Committee Secretary advising that the Pre-School requires a 
substantial amount of funding to offset costs and intends holding a 25 kilometre walkathon in an 
attempt to raise funds for the Pre-School. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that the matter will be listed in the next Council newsletter seeking sponsorship. 

Euelsteins Road 
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Advised that he realised that Eulensteins Road is a road formation road and Council will be 
undertaking little maintenance of this particular road. However Cr Male requested advice as to 
whether or not this particular road could be maintained at the Local owners expense. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he would investigate the matter and advise Cr Male. 

Cr Mulholland 

Town Signage 

Provided an example of what she believed could be included below the town entry signs to Lockhart. 
Also advised that she does not necessarily believe that all town entry signs need to be identical 
throughout the townships. 

Cr Paterson 

Old Trunk Road – The Rock 

Referred to a letter from Mr Shane and Mrs Ruth White of Old Trunk Road, The Rock, expressing 
concerns that debris etc which has accumulated in the vicinity of their property. Cr Paterson provided 
the letter to the General Manager. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he would investigate the matter and take appropriate action and advise Mr and Mrs 
White. 

2012 Shires Association Conference 

Advised that although it seemed Cr Thiele is comfortable with the responses she has received in 
regard to the Conference matter requested the Mayor provide him with a copy of his prepared 
response. 

Cr Schultz 

Street Light 

Advised that a street light at the railway crossing at The Rock has again malfunctioned. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he would investigate the matter and take appropriate action to rectify. 

2012 The Rock Show 

Advised that due to economic concerns it has been necessary for the entertainment at this years 
Show to be considerably reduced and this is a result of escalating costs to provide this sort of 
entertainment. 

Cr Yates 

Lockhart Flood Group 

Requested that Council meet with the informal Lockhart Flood Group Committee at 4:00pm prior to the 
August meeting of Council to hold discussions with those Committee members. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that he will arrange this meeting at 4:00pm prior to the August meeting of Council. 

Olympic Way 

Advised that some of the bitumen edges in the vicinity of west of Yerong Creek are extremely rough. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

Advised that he would investigate the matter and take appropriate action. 

August Council Meeting 
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Advised that as the August meeting will be the final meeting for the current Council he suggests that a 
longer dinner adjournment be undertaken with perhaps additional drinks made available. 

 

CLOSED COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

254/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Thiele that that Council resolve itself into a 
Confidential Committee of the Whole to consider a number of confidential items. 

 

CLOSED CONFIDENTIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and in the opinion of the Mayor and the General 
Manager the following business is of a kind referred to in subclause 10(A)(2)(a) of the Act and should 
be dealt with as part of the meeting closed to the media and public as it relates to personal matters 
concerning individuals. 

 

1. OMBUDSMAN’S RESPONSE TO MR & MRS M DAY  (GM/C40-005) 

The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS: 

a) that Mr & Mrs Day be advised that Council has received a copy of the response from the 
Ombudsman dated 23 May 2012 and notes the Ombudsman has found no evidence of wrong 
conduct by the Councillors complained about, nor the General Manager and no further 
investigations will be undertaken by the Ombudsman‟s office in regard to these complaints; and 

b) that Mr & Mrs Day again be invited to meet with Council in a confidential session to consider their 
concerns. 

 
2.       MR & MRS WARING – 5 URANA STREET, LOCKHART (DE/F20-030) 

The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS: 

a) that Council proceed to investigate the sewer systems in the vicinity of Urana and Ferrier Streets, 
Lockhart and other streets in the locality; and 

b) that the Directors of Engineering be requested to bring back a report on the funding options for 
this work ($16,000 + GST) to be undertaken. 

 
3.       RATE REDUCTION FOR RESIDENTS AFFECTED BY MARCH 2012 FLOODS (GM/F20-030) 

The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS: 

a) that Council take appropriate action to write off accrued interest on rates since October 2010 
floods and reduce sewer and garbage charges for Mrs Muriel Urquhart and Mrs Violet Sonneman; 

b) that Council take appropriate action to write off accrued interest since March 2012 floods and 
reduce sewer and garbage charges for Mrs Ann Taylor and Mrs Christine Baker; and 

c) that the General Manager be provided with Delegated Authority under the Local Government Act 
to determine further applications for reductions and report back to Council as the need arises. 

 

Council staff left the meeting. 
 

 
4.       PERFORMANCE REVIEW – GENERAL MANAGER (C16) 

The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS that the General Manager‟s next Performance Review 
be undertaken in February 2013. 
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LATE CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 

 

1. PROVISION OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES – GREEN STREET WEST SUBDIVISION (DE/T20-005) 

The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS that the information be noted. 

The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS that Council move to Open Council. 

 

The General Manager returned to the meeting. 

 

OPEN COUNCIL 

 

255/12  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hogan and Gooden that the report of the Confidential 
Closed Committee of the Whole Council be received and the recommendations made therein 
be adopted 

 

The General Manager reported the business transacted in the Confidential Closed Committee of the 
Whole Council. 

 

ITEM 10 - PROVISION OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES – GREEN STREET WEST ESTATE, 
LOCKHART (DE/C80-005) 

 

256/12  Council advised having considered a late report in respect to this matter and RESOLVED on 
the motion of Crs Thiele and Hogan that the contract for the provision of electrical services to 
the Green Street West, Lockhart, be awarded to JLE Electrical in an amount of $176,400.00. 

 

The meeting concluded at 10:25pm. 

 

CONFIRMED Chairman of the Ordinary Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held Monday 20 August 
2012 at which meeting the signature was subscribed hereto. 

 

  

CHAIRMAN 

 


