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Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 21 March 2016 

Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, 
Green Street, Lockhart on Monday, 21 March 2016 at 5.02pm. 

 
 

PRESENT 
Cr P. Yates (Mayor), Cr J. Morgan, Cr R. McDonnell, Cr G. Verdon, Cr G. Driscoll, Cr M. Day and 
Cr D. Douglas. 
Also in attendance were the General Manager, Director of Engineering and Environmental Services and 
the Director of Corporate and Community Services. 
The meeting opened with a prayer. 

 

APOLOGIES 
 
Cr R. Schirmer (Deputy Mayor). 
 

27/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and McDonnell that apologies be accepted. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

28/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and Day that the Minutes of the Ordinary 
Monthly Meeting held on Monday, 8 February 2016 as printed and circulated be taken as 
read and confirmed. 

  
 

 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Nil. 

 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

Director Corporate and Community Services – Non-Pecuniary Interest, Item 3, Spirit of the Land Request. 
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 MAYORAL REPORT 

The Mayor, Cr Yates, verbally reported on activities during the past month as follows: 
 
Wed, 10 Feb Attended the Wagga Wagga Local Area Command Medal and Awards 

Ceremony in Wagga Wagga. 

 In the afternoon, together with the General Manager Rod Shaw, met with 
the Deputy Mayor and General Manager of Wagga Wagga City Council in 
regards to boundary changes between Wagga Wagga City Council and 
Lockhart Shire Council. 

Tues, 1 Mar Presented the award for Dux of the School 2015 at Lockhart Central 
School to Shannon McGregor. 

 
Fri, 4 Mar Attended the REROC Executive Meeting in Wagga Wagga. 
 

In the afternoon, along with Councillors Day and Verdon and the General 
Manager Rod Shaw, attend the Police and Community Consultation 
Committee Meeting in Yerong Creek. 

 
Thurs, 10 Mar Together with the General Manager Rod Shaw, attended the Country 

Mayors Association meeting in Sydney. 
 
Thurs, 17 Mar On behalf of Lockhart Shire Council, made an oral presentation in support 

of the Merger Proposal between Corowa and Urana Shire Councils at the 
Public Inquiry Meeting held in Urana. 

 
 

29/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that the Mayoral Report be received. 
 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
Nil. 
 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
Nil. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
1. MINUTES OF THE TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 (T26-005) 
 
MINUTES OF THE TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL HELD AT PLEASANT HILLS HALL ON TUESDAY, 1 MARCH 2016 
COMMENCING AT 6.40PM. 
 
PRESENT 
Mrs Myra Jenkyn, Mrs Susan Creek, Councillor Derek Douglas, Mr Greg Smith, Mr Colin Wiese, 
Tourism/Economic Development Officer (Jennifer Connor). 
 
APOLOGIES 
Councillor G Driscoll, Ms Justine Isherwood, Mrs Raeleen Pfeiffer, Ms Sandra Johnstone. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
The minutes of the Meeting held Wednesday, 3 November 2015, as printed and circulated be taken as read 
and confirmed on the Motion of D Douglas. 
 
1. Economic Development 

Council have now accepted the proposal received from Crowe Horwath to carry out a consultancy to 
assess opportunities for increased industrial lot utilisation in Lockhart and reinvigoration of the 
commercial area at The Rock.  The strategy will entail a push to cash up land assets in Lockhart, both 
industrial and residential in order to pay for commercial revitalisation and industrial development at 
The Rock.  Crowe Horwarth, in consultation with Council, will be moving forward with the proposed 
strategy.  As the proposal develops TEDSC input will be vital. 
 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted. 

 

30/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Morgan that the information be noted. 
 
2. Lockhart Shire Business Awards 

The TEDO raised the possibility of running an annual Lockhart Shire Business Awards program, 
subject to the outcome of the proposed three-way merger.  The primary purpose of the proposed 
Lockhart Shire Business Awards would be to provide local businesses with the opportunity to 
celebrate and be recognised for their achievements including outstanding results through initiatives 
that demonstrate leadership and commitment to service excellence.  The Business Awards would 
raise the profile of participating businesses, and the services they offer, on both a local and a regional 
level. 
 
The TEDO provided the meeting with a sample format of the awards.  Potential categories, dates and 
prizes were considered by the TEDSC.  It was felt that given the number of businesses in the Shire 
that three award categories would be sufficient, with the overall winner being selected from the three 
category winners.  The committee viewed November as a suitable time to hold the Awards, possibly in 
conjunction with a Rotary evening should this be acceptable to Rotary.  All winners would receive a 
Lockhart Shire Business Awards certificate, whilst the possibility of an additional prize for the overall 
winner in the form of a subsidy for something that helps their business, e.g. training, workshop etc. is 
to be considered.  
 
Recommendation:  That subject to Lockhart Shire Council being successful in their bid as a 
stand-alone Council, the Lockhart Shire Business Awards be held to recognise local business 
achievements and services. 

 

31/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Driscoll that subject to Lockhart Shire Council 
being successful in their bid as a stand-alone Council, the Lockhart Shire Business Awards 
be held to recognise local business achievements and services. 
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3. Lockhart Shire Photo Competition 

Planning for the Lockhart Shire Photo Competition to attract visitors, engage locals and build Council’s 
image database is underway.  The Love Lockhart Shire Photography Competition will feature two 
categories - ‘People’ and ‘Places’, with $250 prize money for the winner and a $50 prize for runner up 
in each category.  There is the possibility to also hold a third category for Youth, encompassing both 
‘People’ and ‘Places’ with a suggested prize of $100 for first and $30 for runner up. 
 
The TEDO tabled draft Terms & Conditions and the Entry Form for review by the TEDSC.  Following 
discussion, it was decided that free entry will attract more attention and increased entry numbers.  
Once again, the proposed merger creates problems regarding timing, however it was decided that a 
competition commencing 1 April and finishing 31 May 2016 would be possible, as these dates relate 
only to the submission time, not to the date the photograph was taken (12 months preceding the 
closing date).  These dates will allow for judging and display of images in the Shire.  Should Lockhart 
Shire retain its independence, the dates will be reviewed in 2017. 
 
Recommendation: That the Love Lockhart Shire Photography Competition run for the period 1 April 
to 31 May, with the inclusion of a Youth category. 

 

32/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Verdon that the Love Lockhart Shire 
Photography Competition run for the period 1 April to 31 May, with the inclusion of a Youth 
category. 

 
4. Volunteer Day 

The TEDSC considered the most suitable dates and times for the Thank You BBQs to be hosted by 
Council in conjunction with National Volunteer Week, which runs from 11 – 17 May 2016. The BBQs 
are to be held in The Rock, Yerong Creek, Pleasant Hills and Lockhart.  A number of days and times 
were considered and discussed, however church attendance, football and other commitments in each 
community made it very difficult to pinpoint a date and time in each town that would suit everyone.  It 
was felt that Friday, 13 May commencing at 5pm in each location would be the most suitable time to 
hold the BBQ in each area.  The only possible date change would be in Pleasant Hills due to a clash 
with the communities fundraising evening on Friday evenings.  In this situation the Thank You BBQ in 
Pleasant Hills would be held at 5pm on Sunday, 15 May. 
 
Recommendation:  That the Thank You BBQs be held at 5pm on Friday, 13 May in The Rock, 
Yerong Creek and Lockhart, with the Thank You BBQ in Pleasant Hills being held at 5pm on either 
Friday, 13 May or Sunday, 15 May 2016. 

 

33/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Day that the Thank You BBQs be held at 
5.00pm on Friday, 13 May in The Rock, Yerong Creek and Lockhart, with the Thank You BBQ 
in Pleasant Hills being held at 5.00pm on either Friday, 13 May or Sunday, 15 May 2016. 
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5. Current TEDO Projects 

The TEDO reported briefly on the following projects at the meeting: 
Billboard The lessee has sent through minor changes for the Council 

solicitor.  DA and design in progress, based on promotion of 
Lockhart and The Rock. Aiming for completion by 30 June. 

Wall of Fame Council approved nominations.  Three nominations outstanding 
due to insufficient information.  TEDO reviewing grants to see if 
any funds available to produce and install first plaques prior to 30 
June as keen to see installed.  Depending on merger outcome 
maybe “Lockhart & District”. Does not need to be named initially.  

Gallipoli Panels The Gallipoli (Anzac) panels at The Rock have been finalised and 
have received praise and interest from both members of the 
community and through social media (photo attached). 

Lockhart Museum Proposed purchase of Billabong Motors building is ongoing.  Very 
successful filming as part of joint project ‘Talking Machines’ with 
Museum of the Riverina and others.  Recording of Curly 
Heckendorf’s experience as a prisoner of war including his time in 
Changi Prison will soon be part of the museum collection.  
Museum highly commended in Blue Star Awards.  Visitor numbers 
remain consistent with last year.  Group visitor numbers seem to 
have picked up a little. 

The Rock Museum The Rock Town Hall Museum is looking to develop their ‘Kelpie’ 
story, tying in with the King family’s history including Hanging Rock 
Station.  

Galore Hill New signs, seating, path improvements and repairs to shelters 
have been completed with arrow markers to be installed on paths 
shortly (photos attached).  The Director of Engineering has 
discussed installation of two Galore Hill promotion signs at either 
approach on the Lockhart Kywong road with the TEDO to further 
promote Galore Hill. 

The Rock Hill Works at The Rock Hill Nature Reserve are nearing completion. 
Council is nearing completion on a walking / cycle track from the 
town to the reserve. 

Lockhart Caravan Park The new entrance sign to the Caravan Park looks great and is 
attracting attention. Numbers are consistently good. 

Lockhart Vintage Verandah 
Fest 

An extremely small committee (3 member of Lockhart Progress 
and TEDO) organising a significant event. Working with the Truck 
Show (2 members). New attractions include open gardens which 
will hopefully draw further visitors. A Treasure Hunt competition in 
the Main Street using clues to answer the questions will hopefully 
attract locals as the prize is $50 local voucher. Competing against 
Junee Rhythm & Rail again.  

Regional Tourism Awards Applications for the Regional Tourism Awards (formerly Inland 
Tourism Awards) open shortly. TEDO will be again entering key 
Lockhart Shire attractions.   

General computer/ 
email/online training day 

The workshop was to be held in February but was postponed due 
to the merger submission. Is planned for May. 

 
The next TEDSC meeting will be held in Yerong Creek on Monday, 4 April 2016 at 6.30pm. 
 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted. 

 

34/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Morgan that the information be noted. 
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Status Report/Précis of Correspondence Issued 
 

Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised 
Res.  
No: 

Officer to 
Action Info Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 8 February 2016 
25/16 RS Closed Council – Industrial Property Sale 

Council to proceed with the sale on the terms offered, 
provided written confirmation is received that an existing 
option is not going to be exercised. 

Sale proceeding 

23/16 DW Development Application 23/16 – Construction of 
Shed 
Council to refuse request to permit a variation to Council 
Policy 2.19, for the proposed shed lodged under DA 
23/16, for reasons outlined in the report. 

Letter sent to applicant. 
DA Approved. 
 
Complete. 

20/16 DW The Rock SES Unit Headquarters Building Upgrade 
a) Council to provide in-kind support requested for 

SES Unit Headquarters Building upgrade at The 
Rock with costs to be incorporated at next quarterly 
budget review 

b) Letter to be forward to the SES requesting Council 
be given12 mths notice of future upgrades so that a 
budget allocation can be provided. 

Letter sent to SES. 
Works due to commence on site 
shortly. 

19/16 DW Flood Studies – Lockhart and The Rock 
Council to: 
a) Proceed with installation in 2015/16 of early flood 

warning equipment for Lockhart and The Rock with 
Council contribution of $9,000 to be funded from 
Reserves 

b) Proceed with negotiating in 2015/16 the Voluntary 
Purchase of properties in order of highest priority 
as determined by consultant’s final report, with 
Council contribution of $90,000 to be funded from 
Reserves 

c) Note other future costs associated with overall 
flood mitigation works 

d) Apply for funding under 2016/17 Floodplain 
Management Program currently open to commence 
with construction of flood mitigation infrastructure. 

(a) Purchase order raised. 
Works proceeding. 

(b) DEES talking with 
highest ranked property 
owner. 

(c) No further action 
required. 

(d) DEES has submitted 
grant applications. 

14/16 RS IPART Review of Reporting and Compliance 
Burdens on Local Government 
Council to respond to IPART’s review with short letter 
indicating agreement with most items except those 
relating to water functions which the Water Directorate 
will respond to on Council’s behalf. 

Letter sent 
Complete 

13/16 RS Council Decision Making During Merger Proposal 
Council to receive OLG guidelines and continue to 
implement the Operational Plan and strategic items 
already underway. 

Staff informed 
Complete 

12/16 RS Local Government Act Review 
a) Council to form a sub-committee to prepare 

submission on proposed Phase 1 amendments 
to the Local Government Act 

b) Sub-committee members to be:  Cr Day, Cr 
McDonnell, Cr Verdon and Cr Yates 

Subcommittee meeting held & 
responses uploaded – copies 
forwarded to Clrs 
Complete 

11/16 RS Fit for the Future 
Council voted an additional $5,000 for advertising and 
promotional materials associated with the merger 
proposal. 

Additional funds noted 
complete 
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10/16 RS Status Report 

Council endorsed the rental of Rockliff Crt house for 12 
mths and the negotiated rental arrangements made. 

Complete 

5/16 RS Confirmation of Minutes 
Questions & Statements – Cr Morgan to read: 
(ii)  Rockliff Crt House – “Enquired about the status of 
the Rockliff Crt rental enquiry as discussed at a prior 
meeting?” instead of “Enquired as to whether Council 
will rent the house at Rockliff Crt?” 

Complete  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 14 December 2015 
319/15 RS Closed Council - Economic Development Strategy 

Council accepted the proposal from Crowe Horwath to 
carry out Feasibility studies for industrial lot utilisation in 
Lockhart and reinvigoration of the commercial area at 
The Rock. In conjunction, a business case for future 
policy and strategy for economic development continue 
to be developed internally to be informed by the 
outcomes of the Crowe Horwath consultancy. 

Currently on hold due to merger 
proposal 
Crowe Horwath now working on 
feasibility study as advised to 
Clrs - WIP 

315/15 DW Concrete Works – Displays at The Rock 
Council staff to construct concrete pads and assist with 
installation of 2 new permanent displays in The Rock, 
with up to $25,000 in costs to be incorporated at next 
quarterly budget review. 

Works have commenced, with 
sculpture due to be installed 
shortly. 
 
Works completed. Some tidy up 
still required as well as signage. 

308/15 RS/DW/ 
TEDO 

BBQ’s at Galore Hill 
2 x stainless steel gas BBQ’s be purchased for 
installation at Galore Hill with costs to be funded by 
utilisation of Prichard Galore Hill Trust. 

In progress. BBQs ordered. 
Shed works well advanced. 
Concrete works to commence 
shortly. 
 
Works largely completed on site. 

306/15 RS Closed Council – Proposal to Purchase Lockhart 
Building 
Council agreed in principle to proposal to purchase 
Billabong Motors land and buildings, however prior to 
formal decision being made, appropriate due diligence 
with satisfactory outcomes is required including survey, 
valuations and contamination issues. 

Work in Progress 
Refer report in March CM 
complete 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 November 2015 
280/15 RS/CF Rating Structure Workshop 

Further workshop be held early 2016 to firm up future 
rating structure options after outcomes of Fit for the 
Future process are known. 

Another workshop to be 
scheduled pending FFF 
outcome. 
On hold pending merger 
proposal 
Refer update in March CM 
complete 

276/15 TEDO Minutes of the Tourism/Economic Development 
Steering Committee Meeting – Lockhart Shire Photo 
Competition 
Annual Lockhart Shire photo competition to be held to 
attract visitors, engage locals and build Council’s image 
database. 

In progress – ongoing. 

275/15 TEDO Minutes of the Tourism/Economic Development 
Steering Committee Meeting – Volunteer Day 
Thank You BBQs to be held each May to coincide with 
National Volunteer Week. 

In progress – ongoing. 
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273/15 TEDO Minutes of the Tourism/Economic Development 

Steering Committee Meeting – Wall of Fame 
Nominations 
The following nominees for the Wall of Fame be 
approved for inclusion in the Walk of Fame: 
• John Herbert “Jack” Crawford (Champion Tennis 

Player) 
• Aubrey John Hodgson (International Rugby Player) 
• Judy Kelly (British Film Star) 
• Nancy Mary Weir (Classical Pianist) 
• Theodore Delwin Noffs (Founder Wayside 

Chapel/Ted Noffs Foundation) 
• Don Kendell (Kendell Airlines) 
• William Norman “Bill” Peach (Television 

Journalist/Presenter). 

Complete. Next step is to seek 
funding for Wall of Fame project. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 October 2015 
268/15 DW Closed Session – Tender – Spray Sealing 

a) Downer EDI Works to be awarded sealing contract 
for 2015/16, 

b) GM and DEES authorised to execute Purchase 
Order and Contract 

Finalising details to raise 
purchase order. 
 
Works being arranged with 
contractor, due to commence 
Jan 2016. Purchase orders to be 
raised once final works program 
is determined. 
 
Purchased raised as required. 
99% of sealing works 
completed. 

259/15 RS Request for Donation – Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary 
Council gives its support in principle, but donation 
decision delayed until grant application decision know. 

No further advice on grant 
application. 
Advice received grant 
application unsuccessful 
Refer update in March CM 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 September 2015 
241/15 DW Drainage – East Street, Lockhart 

Council to undertake a detailed investigation of the 
drainage in East St, Lockhart and program remedial 
works as required and as resourcing permits. 

Investigations occurring. 
Some minor work undertaken. 
 
Further works currently being 
undertaken. 

231/15 RS/DW Sewer Extension The Rock 
Council to arrange appropriate consultation to inform the 
residents of The Rock, Yerong creek and Lockhart about 
its future infrastructure plans for sewer improvements 
within the Shire. 

Work in progress – planned for 
end of January early Feb 2016 
On hold pending merger 
proposal. 
 
See further report to Council 
March 2016 meeting 
Complete. 

217/15 RS Mayoral Minute – Residents Encountering TV 
Reception Issues Following the Upgrade of a Telstra 
Communications Tower 
Council to strongly urge relevant authority to take 
appropriate action to fix issues with TV reception in 
Lockhart following upgrades to a Telstra tower and that 
required action be taken at no cost to residents. 

Numerous letters sent to various 
responsible authorities – 
relevant responses forwarded to 
Clrs – will provide any more 
recent developments verbally at 
Oct CM. 
No further updates. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 July 2015 

171/15 DW Fixing Country Roads Funding 
Council to: 
1. Participate and submit an EOI for funding for Fixing 

Country Roads 
2. Submit applications for: 

a. Grubben Rd Upgrade/Sealing 
b. Replacement/Upgrade of Causeways and 

Bridge over Brookong Crk, Urana Lockhart Rd 
at Brookong 

c. Seek further funding for either of these two 
projects in other programmes such as Heavy 
Vehicle Safety or Bridges Renewal if they meet 
the respective criteria. 

Waiting advice from NSW 
Government to when 
applications open. 
 
Applications now open, close 11 
December 2015. 
 
Applications being submitted as 
per Council Resolution 171/15. 
Due to find out if make second 
stage of submissions early Feb 
2016. 
 
Council successful in stage 1 
with applications, being 
shortlisted to go to stage 2 
submissions. Closes 2 May 
2016. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 22 June 2015 
145/15 DW Closed Session – Milne Road, The Rock Subdivision 

Decision deferred pending further investigation 
regarding sewering the lots. 

Registration of lots occurring, 
which will include an easement 
for sewer. 
 
Next meeting of Focus group 
occurred. Public consultation to 
now occur. 
 
Electrical works contracted with 
works commencing on site. 
Lots surveyed and pegged and 
Registration being arranged. 
 
Electrical works complete. Road 
part sealed. Linen plan 
completed, lots in process of 
being registered. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 May 2015 
84/15 JC Minutes of the Tourism/Economic Development 

Steering Committee Meeting – Billboard Advertising 
TEDO to proceed with the billboard project at the 
preferred location at Yarragundry if within budget.  If 
above budget, TEDO to proceed with the project based 
on the second preference opposite Armstrong Lane. 

Proceeding with Billboard 
project at Armstrong Lane. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 February 2015 

32/15 DW Swimming Pool Condition Reports – Lockhart and 
The Rock 
a) Undertake code compliance works, structural audit 

of Lockhart swimming pool balance tank, and 
electrical audit of both pools in 2015/16 

b) Gauge community support for continuing operation 
of two Shire swimming pool complexes 

c) Consider commencing capital injection in the 
2016/17 budget, undertaking Lockhart complex first 
and then The Rock. 

Being considered in draft 
2015/16 budget. 
 
Require community consultation 
as to demand for the pools. 
 
Preparing concept plans and 
documentation to discuss at 
community forum. 
 
Final concept plans completed. 
Waiting on budget estimates 
before community consultation. 
On hold pending merger 
proposal. 
 
See report to Council March 
2016 meeting. 
Complete 

13/15 RS Correspondence Sent to Councillors 
a) Correspondence received from the Minister for 

Industry regarding Potential Diesel and Petrol 
Shortage (Resolution No. 309/14 – 17 Nov 14 
Ordinary Council Meeting) be forwarded to Senator 
Bill Heffernan expressing Council’s disappointment 
with the Minister’s reply 

b) Further letter be forwarded to GrainCorp requesting 
further clarification regarding The Rock to Boree 
Creek Rail Line. 

(a) Complete. 
(b) Work in progress. 

Letter sent. 
No word from Graincorp but 
$9M upgrade of line in 
progress – new sleepers and 
ballast being laid. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 November 2014 
328/14 CF Request for Financial Assistance – The Rock Men’s 

Shed 
a) Council pay $900.58 (Rates and interest balance 

due as at 17 Nov 2014) 
b) Council request a pro-rata contribution from the 

previous owner 
c) Suitable lease conditions be negotiated between 

Council and The Rock Men’s Shed. 

Rates paid – other items 
continuing. 

321/14 RS/CF Section 355 Committee Merger 
Council endorsed the merger of The Rock Hall Section 
355 Committee with The Rock Historical Society to 
create The Rock Hall and Museum Section 355 
Committee. 

In progress. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 14 October 2014 
294/14 CF Report of Section 355 Committees - Finances 

Council to endeavour to meet with all 355 Committees & 
Pleasant Hills Community Hotel to work with them to 
understand their costs and future projects 

Plan being developed with 
correspondence to be sent. 
Workshop material in planning & 
being developed. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 September 2014 
252/14 RS Community Strategic Plan/Delivery Program 

Outcomes 
Proposed measures of Community Strategic Plan 
Outcomes endorsed - means of measurement of each 
outcome and establishment of baseline data for each 
outcome to be done as soon as practicable. 

Work in progress. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 July 2014 

172/14 RS The Rock to Boree Creek Rail Line 
Council to investigate all avenues to have The Rock to 
Boree Creek Rail Line upgraded to Heavy Weight Rail 
so grain wagons can be loaded to maximum axle weight. 

Letters sent – work in progress. 
1st priority in our EOI for State 
Government $20B Infrastructure 
Fund. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 May 2014 
118/14 RS Rural Fire District Service Agreement 

a) Council advise Coolamon Shire that a further 
meeting with the Riverina Zone Manager is 
required and the points raised by Coolamon be the 
basis for an agenda at that meeting. 

b) The new Zone Agreement not be signed until 
adequate responses are obtained from the Zone 
Manager. 

a) Meeting held – further 
meetings still required. 

 
Motions from Councils with 
REROC support to be presented 
to LGNSW Conference. 
LGNSW Conference passed 
motion from Coolamon Council 
requesting a review of 
contributions, methodology and 
assets in relation to Councils. 
 
 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2014 
67/14 CF Section 355 Committees 

a) Consider funding for those S355 Committees 
currently not receiving funding  

b) Communicates with each S355 Committee 
regarding maintenance required now and into the 
future  

c) Review Policy 1.11 Section 355 Committee 
functions 

a) progressing as part of budget 
process. Budget allocations 
approved. 
b) to be communicated when 
send annual information to 
committees. 
c) form part of ongoing Policy 
review program and work re: 
294/14 above. 

49/14 TEDO Minutes of Tourism/Economic Development Steering 
Committee Meeting - Heritage Standards within 
Lockhart Shire 
Assessment on the heritage area in Green St to be 
reviewed by the TEDSC following completion. 

In progress. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 8 February 2016 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

C
ou

nc
ill

or
’s

 Q
ue

st
io

ns
 

DW Cr Verdon – Thank You to Staff – for the way The 
Rock town maintenance has been undertaken – many 
favourable comments received 

DEES to pass thank you onto 
staff. 
Complete. 

DW Cr Verdon – Weed Control – Lane between Piper and 
Wilson Sts, The Rock – Requested weed control be 
undertaken. 

DEES will investigate and take 
appropriate action 
 
Complete. 

DW Large Gum Trees in Cornwall Street – Some residents 
in Cornwall St concerned that large gum trees could fall 
into their property. 

DEES advised if 
residents/Councillor could write 
to Council with their concerns so 
staff could investigate. 
 
Tree assessment complete. 
Trees assessed as low risk. 
Tree maintenance to occur in 
due course. 

DW Cr Driscoll – The Rock Recreation Ground Mowing – 
Enquired if the grass could be mown lower to help 
grow/spread the grass as recently top dressed. 

DEES advised will consult with 
staff on height to mow, however 
additional mow should not be a 
problem. 
Additional mowing to occur as 
required. 
Complete. 
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DW Cr Douglas – Intersection of Wide Lane with MR370 
– has had a request from a resident to make intersection 
safer when turning north. 

DEES advised that he has 
spoken to the resident and the 
issue is being addressed. 
Works commencing on 
intersection. 
 
Works completed. 

 

DW Cr McDonnell – Thank you to staff for work on 
MR543 

DEES advised that he would 
pass thank you onto staff. 
Complete. 

DW Cr McDonnell – Works on MR59 near Frank 
Westblades Lane – Enquired as to when works would 
be commencing? 

DEES advised that widening 
works are scheduled to start in 
two years, however suggested 
that heavy patching might be 
needed beforehand on the worst 
spots. 
Complete. 

 

RS Cr Morgan – Pleasant Hills Australia Day Committee 
– Requested Council write thank you letter to Pleasant 
Hills Community Association for the great job they did 
hosting Australia Day celebrations at Pleasant Hills 
Recreation Ground. 

GM advised that this had 
already been actioned. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 14 December 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 Cr Driscoll – Thank you to all the Rock or Bust 
Music Fest supporters!  Advised the committee hopes 
to be able to put an event on next year to promote the 
shire and town. 

Complete 

DW Cr Douglas – Request for Shade Trees on East Side 
of Lockhart Swimming Pool – Enquired as to whether 
Council could plant trees on the nature strip on the east 
side of Lockhart Swimming Pool for shade for car 
parking? 

DEES will investigate and 
advise. 
On hold pending pool 
refurbishment outcome. 
Complete. 

DW Cr Schirmer – Congratulations to staff on the mowing 
in Lockhart, it looks great! 

Complete. 

DW Cr McDonnell – Pat Gleesons Lane at Western End – 
Advised there appears to be no delineation to prevent 
vehicles from running through the T-intersection at the 
western end of Pat Gleesons Lane. 

DEES will investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Complete. 

DW Cr Morgan – Krauses Lane Sign – Advised that the 
sign for Krauses Lane on the Wagga Road is missing 
again. 

DEES will investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Complete. 

RS Cr Morgan – Rockliff Court House – Enquired about 
the status of the Rockliff Court rental enquiry as 
discussed at a prior meeting? 

RS to report to February Council 
Meeting. 
Complete 

DW Cr Yates – Parking on Nature Strips – Enquired as to 
Council position on parking on nature strips? 

DEES advised Council staff 
assess this issue on a case-by-
case basis. 
Complete. 

DW Cr Yates – Damage to Sealed Pavement on Plunkett 
St, Yerong Creek – Cr Yates noted damage to sealed 
pavement on Plunkett St, Yerong Creek was caused by 
his truck during harvest. 

DEES advised he is aware of 
the damage and has undertaken 
some temporary rectification 
works. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 16 November 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 RS Cr Day – Date of Official Opening of Greens Gunyah 
Museum Extension 
Enquired as to whether official opening of new extension 
will occur before Christmas 2015?  Requested if opening 
could tie in with Sussan Ley coming to unveil newly 
restored WWI photos in the Hall? 

GM advised opening will be 
going ahead, but not on the date 
planned.  New date TBA. 
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DW Cr Morgan – Funding Application for Brookdale Hill 
Blackspot 
Enquired if Council has received any news on this 
funding application? 

DEES advised that no news has 
been received to date. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 19 October 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DW Cr Douglas – Request for Installation of Community 
Noticeboard at Milbrulong 
Advised that Bruce White of Milbrulong is requesting a 
Community Noticeboard be installed near the water 
tower at Milbrulong. 

DEES aware of request – will be 
discussed at MANEX shortly. 

DW Cr Douglas – Missing Give Way Sign at Intersection 
of Wattles and Tinamba Lanes 
Advised that it appears the Give Way sign is missing at 
this intersection 

DEES will investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
 
This has been investigated and 
warning signs to be installed. 

DW Cr Schirmer – No TV Reception at Lockhart Caravan 
Park 
Advised that he has received complaints re. lack of TV 
reception at Lockhart Caravan Park. 

DEES fully aware of issue and 
working on a solution. 
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DW Cr McDonnell – Footpath at Lockhart Museum 
Enquired as to what was happening with the footpath 
between the old and new museum? 

DEES advised waiting on advice 
as to what is required before 
undertaking any work.  At this 
stage no work likely to be done 
before official opening in Dec 
2015. 

RS Cr Yates – The Rock and Lockhart Shows 
Advised he attended and was impressed with both local 
Shows this year and suggested Council consider 
sponsoring both shows at $500 each next year to 
support and promote the shows. 

GM advised that this will be 
discussed s an item at the 
November Council Meeting. 
Referred to budget discussions 

RS Cr Yates – Spirit of the Land Festival, Lockhart 
Noted that attendance was good, but after being part of 
judging panel suggested that the criteria for art work 
could be widened to entice more artists to enter the 
competition. Also suggested the $10,000 first prize may 
have to rise in future to attract quality entries. 

Refer to report in march CM 
Complete  

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 21 September 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DW Cr Verdon – Street Light in front of Police Station, 
The Rock 
Advised that street light is out. 

DW to obtain pole number and 
report to Essential Energy. 

DW Cr Schirmer – Intersection of East St and Milbrulong 
Rd 
Enquired as to whether rumble strips could be installed 
approaching the intersection as there have been reports 
of many near misses 

DW advised rumble strips not 
preferred, however he will look 
at other options to emphasise 
the intersection. 
 
Investigation complete. Hold line 
to be re-instated. Nil other 
actions required. 
Complete. 

Cr 
Schirmer 

Cr McDonnell – Refuelling of RFS Vehicles 
Enquired as to process and where to refuel RFS 
vehicles? 

Cr Schirmer will investigate and 
advise. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting Held 17 August 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DW Cr Verdon – Solar Power 
Concerned about high cost of electricity at public 
recreation grounds and pools within Shire and enquired 
if Council has considered solar power, especially for The 
Rock Recreation Ground? 

DW has spent considerable 
time/gone to seminars 
investigating this issue and will 
be putting a report to Council 
shortly. DW will also investigate 
if s355 Committees could come 
under Council’s power supply 
contract to obtain a saving.  
 
DEES has investigated and 
grouping all electrical accounts 
into Council account is possible. 
Staff currently investigation total 
number of accounts that could 
be rolled over. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 20 July 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

 

DW Cr Schirmer – Pooling of Water on Spanish Ave 
(near Narrandera Rd), Lockhart 
Enquired as to when Council will be attending to this. 

DW advised that this will be 
attended to as soon as weather 
and resourcing permits. 
 
Works completed. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 22 June 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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Cr Day Cr Day - Milbrulong Silos 
Cr Day will talk to Graincorp about Milbrulong silos and 
possibility of obtaining more land for bunkers – maybe 
eastern end of Lockhart Industrial Park? 

 

DW Cr Paterson – Undedicated Roads and Rates 
Requested an update on the matter raised by a resident 
in Tootool re. undedicated roads and rates. 

DW will follow up and advise. 

RS Cr Yates - The Rock RFS Wish to Purchase Old 
Brigade Pumper 
Advised The Rock RFS wish to purchase an old brigade 
pumper for $3,000 and have requested sponsorship 
from Council. 

Will provide a report to future 
CM. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 20 April 2015 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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RS Cr Morgan – Electronic Library of Council Meeting 
Minutes 
Can this be set up so searches can be done by 
subject/title – maybe merging files from a 12 mth period 
– e.g.2013, 2014, 2015? 

RS/CF will investigate and 
advise 
Work in Progress. 
Database complete & will be 
demonstrated at Mar CM 
 

DW Cr McDonnell – Flood Markers 
Requested status update. 

DW advised working through 
this. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 17 Mar 2014 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DW Cr Paterson - Horse in Yerong Creek 
Resident in Yerong Creek has approached Cr Yates 
about the horses in Yerong Creek. 

Meeting held with horse owner. 
Resolution reached. Waiting for 
fences to be moved. 
 
Some work has been 
completed. Still more to be 
done. Following up with 
landowner. 
 
Still ongoing. Some progress 
has been made. Some animals 
have been removed. Main 
complaint now is regarding 
smell/odour. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting Held 17 Feb 2014 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DW Cr McDonnell – Flood Markers 
Noted that several flood markers are missing at 
floodways/causeways throughout the Shire – please 
investigate. 

Director of Engineering to 
investigate and advise. 
 
Currently undertaking audit and 
will address accordingly. 

Ordinary Council Meeting Held 11 Dec 2013 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DW Cr Paterson – Requested Council look at Parking 
Signage at The Rock Bowling Club now the 
extensions have been undertaken 

Director of Engineering to 
investigate and advise. 

DW Cr Paterson – Parking in The Rock CBD – Requested 
Council look at Parking in The Rock CBD as a whole 

Director of Engineering to 
investigate and advise. 

 
21 March 2016 Council Meeting - Correspondence Sent to Councillors 
Date to 
Councillors 

From Subject File Ref 

9/02/16 
(e-mailed) 

ALGA News Editor ALGA News – 5 February 2015 A75-005 

9/02/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW LGNSW Weekly #05 – 5 February 2016 S20-007 

9/02/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW President of LGNSW Weekly Update S20-007 

15/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

ALGA News Editor ALGA News – 12 February 2016 A75-005 

15/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW LGNSW Weekly #06 – 12 February 2016 S20-007 

15/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW President of LGNSW Weekly Update S20-007 

19/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

ALGA News Editor ALGA News – 19 February 2016 A75-005 

19/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW LGNSW Weekly #07 – 19 February 2016 S20-007 

22/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW President of LGNSW Weekly Update S20-007 

24/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Daryl Maguire, MP Response to letter to Minister for Emergency 
Services, the Hon David Elliott MP re. Council’s NSW 
Rural Fire Fighting Fund allocation 

B35-030 

25/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Sarah Artist, LGNSW Executive Certificate for Elected Members S20-020 

29/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

ALGA News Editor ALGA News – 26 February 2016 A75-005 

29/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW President of LGNSW Weekly Update S20-007 

29/2/16 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW LGNSW Weekly #08 – 26 February 2016 S20-007 

4/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

ALGA News Editor ALGA News – 4 March 2016 A75-005 

7/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW LGNSW Weekly #09 – 4 March 2016 S20-007 

7/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW President of LGNSW Weekly Update S20-007 

8/3/16 
(e-mailed) 

Office of Local Government Local Government Act Review – Response Table L15-020 

10/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

Mick Flinn, The Rock RSL 
Sub Branch 

Thank you Lockhart Shire Council for contribution 
into display of the M133 APC, Gallipoli panels and 
concrete works 

C45-005 
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14/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

ALGA News Editor ALGA News – 11 March 2016 A75-005 

14/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW LGNW Weekly #10 – 11 March 2016 S20-007 

14/3/2016 
(e-mailed) 

Cr Keith Rhoades, LGNSW  President of LGNSW Weekly Update S20-007 

 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted. 
 

35/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and Day that the information be noted. 
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Staff Reports 
General Manager 
 
1. FIT FOR THE FUTURE UPDATE (GM/I06-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Update since last Council Meeting. 
 
Report 
Submissions on the proposed 3 way merger have now closed and are in the hands of the Delegate.  
Our submission was uploaded after many revisions and copies sent to all Councillors.  The next step 
is for the Delegate to report his findings to the Boundaries Commission by the end of March.  That 
report will be made public, so at that stage we will know what his recommendation is, bearing in mind 
that his recommendation can be overturned by either or both of the Boundaries Commission and the 
Minister. 
 
Members of the Community Steering Committee have worked hard behind the scenes to assist 
members of the community to prepare and to upload their submissions.  Council staff have likewise 
assisted in this regard.  It is unknown at this stage how many submissions were made. 
 
Two significant events have occurred since the last Council Meeting: 
1. Corowa Shire has put forward a further proposal for a merger with Urana Shire only.  This 

proposal has been accepted by the Minister and is being dealt with concurrently with the 3 way 
merger, albeit with a different timetable.  This new proposal will proceed on exactly the same 
lines as the 3 way merger with a new Public Inquiry and new submissions required.  Public 
Inquiries have been set for Thursday 17 March at Urana from 2 -4pm and Corowa from 7-9pm.  
Submissions close on Friday 8 April.  Although this hasn’t been stated, it is expected that the 
Minister will make his decision on both proposals at the same time. 

 
2. The makeup of the Boundaries Commission has now been announced, members being: 

a. Chair and Minister’s nominee, former Auditor-General Bob Sendt, 
b. Ms Nataṧa Mitic from the Office of Local Government,  
c. LGNSW nominees Councillor Lesley Furneaux-Cook (Burwood) and Mayor Rick Firman 

OAM (Temora). 
 
It is important for regional areas that it has a voice on this Commission, and significant for us that 
someone from our area and as highly regarded as Rick Firman should be appointed.  He has an 
excellent knowledge of the challenges, issues and geography of regional areas, particularly ours, and 
will be a strong voice for the regions. 
 
The Public Inquiry at Urana for the new merger proposal will be held before our Council Meeting.  The 
Mayor and myself will attend and tender a short submission of support for the merger, a report of 
which will be made at the Council Meeting. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E4.2 - Plan for the long term sustainability of the shire. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Multiple depending on decisions made by Council and the State Government. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Unknown but possibly substantial again depending on decisions made by Council and the State 
Government. 
 
Attachment 
Nil. 
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Recommendation:  That Council endorse the submission of support for the proposal to merge 
Corowa and Urana at the Public Inquiry, and accept this submission as Council’s formal response to 
the proposal. 

 

36/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and Driscoll that Council endorse the submission of 
support for the proposal to merge Corowa and Urana at the Public Inquiry, and accept this 
submission as Council’s formal response to the proposal. 

Crs Morgan, Douglas and McDonnell voted against the motion. 
 

37/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and Day that Council formally invite the Hon. Mike 
Baird MP, Premier of NSW to open the Greens Gunyah Museum redevelopment, before the 
end of June 2016, if possible. 

 
 
2. DELIVERY PROGRAM 2015-2019 (GM/I13-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Provision of 6 monthly Delivery Program Report. 
 
Report 
Section 404 of the Local Government Act provides that a progress report on the operation of the 
Delivery Program be provided by Council at least six monthly.  The progress report is attached for the 
period 1 July to 31 December 2015. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E4.2 – Plan for the long-term sustainability of the Shire. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 
 
Attachment 
1. Lockhart Shire Council Delivery Program 2013-17 (attached as a separate document). 
 
Recommendation:  That the Delivery Program progress report be received and its contents noted. 

 

38/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Douglas that the Delivery Program progress report 
be received and its contents noted. 

 
 
The Director of Corporate and Community Services vacated the Chambers during discussion and 
voting for the following item. 
 
 
3. SPIRIT OF THE LAND REQUEST (GM/C95-020) 

 
Executive Summary 
Request for contribution for 2016 Festival. 
 
Report 
The Spirit of the Land Committee (SOL) has forwarded a letter thanking Council for its continued 
support for the Festival. 
 
It has also requested Council to continue its contribution of $10K for first prize in the Farm Art 
Sculpture Award. 
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This would be in accord with Council’s resolution some two years ago when Council agreed to 
continue its support for the following 3 years on the understanding that the ultimate goal would be for 
the Festival to become self-supporting. 
 
The festival brings about $1.3M into our economy over its 2 days, so Council’s contribution is well 
worth while. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
A1.3 - Support community driven projects. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
$10K budget allocation required in 2016/17 budget, consistent with past budgets. 

 
Attachment 
1. Letter dated 10 February, 2016 from Spirit of the Land Lockhart. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council include $10K in its draft budget for 2016/17. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
39/16  
 

MOTION moved by Crs Verdon and McDonnell that Council include $10,000 in its draft 
budget for 2016/17. 

AMENDMENT moved by Crs Yates and Douglas that Council contribute $10,000 as 
requested, but make available an additional $2,000 if the Spirit of the Land Committee 
requires it, to boost prize money. 

The AMENDMENT was lost. 

RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and McDonnell that Council include $10,000 in its 
draft budget for 2016/17. 

 
 
4. ANZAC DAY ARRANGEMENTS 2016 (GM/C45-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Arrangements for Anzac day 2016. 
 
Report 
Lockhart RSL Sub branch has written requesting a council member to lay a wreath and give a short 
address on Anzac day this year as normal. 
 
Allocation of Councillors to attend other town’s ceremonies needs to also be arranged. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
A3.2 - Facilitate and support our community to deliver vibrant and dynamic community events. 

 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 
 
Attachment 
1. Letter dated 27 January 2016 from Lockhart RSL Sub Branch. 
2. Letter dated 15 March 2016 from The Rock Sub-Branch RSL. 
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Recommendation:  That Council nominate Councillors to attend each of the ceremonies on 
Anzac Day 2016. 

 

40/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Verdon that Councillors attend Lockhart Shire 
Anzac Day 2016 ceremonies as follows: 
• Lockhart – Cr Day 
• The Rock – Crs Yates, Driscoll and Verdon (Dawn Service and Gunfire Breakfast), Crs 

Driscoll and Verdon (Main Commemoration Service) 
• Yerong Creek – Cr Yates 
• Pleasant Hills – Crs Douglas and McDonnell. 

 
 
5. REQUEST FOR DONATION – LOCKHART HOSPITAL AUXILIARY (GM/D30-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Update on request for donation re new X-ray machine for Lockhart Multi-Purpose Service. 
 
Report 
The Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary is still seeking donations to assist with the purchase of a CR Digital 
X-ray machine which would greatly benefit the community by allowing x-rays to be done locally and 
reduce turnaround time for results. 
 
Council has discussed this before and in October last year gave support in principle to a donation 
pending the outcome of a grant application made by the hospital. 
 
Confirmation has now been received that the grant application was unsuccessful and there is still a 
significant shortfall in funding. 
 
The new machine cost is $86K, and to date $68K has been received or pledged, with more fund 
raising ongoing. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E5.1.1 - Continue to ensure quality medical services are available to the community. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Compliance with Council’s eligibility criteria is as follows: 
• Be based within the council’s area – Yes 
• Bo not for profit – Yes 
• Not having received other funding from Council in this financial year – Yes 
• Agree to acknowledge Council’s contribution in all publicity relating to the equipment which 

Council has contributed to – TBC. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
$5K unspent or uncommitted in S356 budget for this financial year. 
 
Attachment 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council determine whether to donate funds towards the purchase of a new 
X-ray machine for the Lockhart Multi-Purpose Service. 

 

41/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Morgan that Council donate $10,000 as a 
special allocation (not from S356 funds) towards the CR Digital X-ray machine for the 
Lockhart Multi Purpose Service, and adjust the third quarter financial review accordingly. 
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6. POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE (GM/P35-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Matters arising from last Committee Meeting. 
 
Report 
Future Operation of this Committee 
Attendance at this meeting has been poor over the last 18 months and occasionally has been held as 
a discussion group only through lack of a quorum at the meetings.  This will now be exacerbated by 
the resignation of Ross Edwards, community member from Yerong Creek.  Attempts have been made 
to recruit new members to no avail.  The issue appears to be that there are no burning issues for the 
Committee to deal with and therefore members have decided not to attend. 
 
One possibility is to incorporate police attendance at our Council Meetings and gain updates from 
them at that time.  This would give Councillors not on the current Committee an opportunity to hear 
first-hand about issues.  It would, however, reduce community members’ attendance.  
Sergeant Couldrey has undertaken to discuss the issue with Superintendent Noble prior to the next 
scheduled meeting in June. 
 
Police Accommodation within Shire 
This issue is ongoing.  The condition of the Police Station and attached residence at The Rock is well 
below standard – in fact the residence is unliveable and the police station security is poor.  The officer 
stationed at The Rock resides in another residence there.  This works okay while the husband and 
wife Couldrey team are based in our shire as Matt lives in the residence in Lockhart and is based at 
The Rock.  However, if they move to another location, another residence will need to be found at The 
Rock. 
 
It is important to keep our current police presence within the shire, and this is helped by having 
satisfactory accommodation for the incumbents.  It is suggested that further advocacy (first by letter) 
be made to Minister for Justice and Police impressing the need for residence upgrades in our shire. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E2.3 - Provide and advocate for services that are best placed to meet the needs of our community. 

 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil 
 
Attachment 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council: 
a) Consider options for the future operation of the Police and Community Consultation Committee 
b) Advocate to the Minister for Justice and Police for an upgrade of police residences within the 

shire area. 
 

42/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and McDonnell that Council: 
a) Defer decision for future operation of the Police and Community Consultation Committee 

until after the Committee’s June meeting 
b) Advocate to the Minister for Justice and Police for an upgrade of police residences within 

the shire area. 
 
 
Council adjourned for dinner at 7.09pm. 
 
Council meeting reconvened at 8.01pm. 
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Director Corporate and Community Services 
 
7. STATEMENT OF FUNDS FEBRUARY 2016 (DCCS/F10-010) 
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Recommendation:  That the Statement of Funds for February 2016 be received. 

 

43/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Douglas that the Statement of Funds for 
February 2016 be received. 

 
 
8. QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW (DCCS/F10-010) 

 
Executive Summary 
In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993, a review of Council’s Budget position as at 
31 December 2015 has been undertaken and the following is submitted for Councillors consideration. 
 
Report 
General Fund 
Council adopted the 2015-2016 Operational Plan Budget in June 2015 with a budgeted surplus of 
$11,377.00.  This Budget Review as at 31 December 2015 indicates an estimated surplus of 
$63,637.00 as at 30 June 2016 after taking into account movements in revenue and expenditure for 
the quarter. 
 
The December 2015 Quarterly Budget Review Statement details are following this report. 
 
The significant items to note in the budget for the second quarter are as follows: 
• Insurance Rebates/Bonuses  Increase Income  $14,673  1020-1093-0000 
• Caravan Park Rent   Increase Income  $12,000  5540-1150-0000 
• Private Works   Net Decrease  $28,000  5662 
• Outdoor Staff Workers Comp  Increase Expense  $37,000  1080-2040-0000 
• SES – Working Expenses  Increase Expense  $14,875  1620-2300-0000 
• Parks & Garden Capital  Increase Capital Exp $25,000  3680-4600-0000 
• Plant & Eq-Purchases/Sales  Net Under Budget  $87,000  5490-4600+4900 
 
Insurance Rebate - rebates are available every year to member Councils and the amount is 
dependent on the performance of the scheme.  The rebate for Lockhart is dependent on the results of 
Councils submission of the Risk Management Action Plan (RMAP) and Lockhart’s Property and 
Liability claims outcomes.  Our outcomes for the reporting period were positive which has resulted in a 
rebate in excess of our budget expectations. 
 
Caravan Park Rent – rent has exceeded budget and adjustment is modest considering both year to 
date performance and rent received for March to June period last year.  The caravan park 
performance continues to improve and impress. 
 
Private Works – it is unlikely that the expected Private Works for WWCC will eventuate for this 
financial year, however, significant gravel sales have contributed to partial completion of our goal. 
 
Outdoor Staff Workers Comp – due to Council’s recent spike in claims history, premium cost has 
increased substantially.  Unfortunately, each claim affects premium costs for 3 years. 
 
SES Working Expenses – Council’s contribution to improvements at The Rock SES Headquarters 
Building, Council Resolution19/16. 
 
Parks & Garden Capital Improvements – the budgeted cost of two concrete pads for two new 
permanent displays at The Rock, Council Resolution 315/15. 
 
Plant & Equipment Purchases/Sales – As per the Asset Replacement Program in Council’s 2015-16 
Operational Plan page 45, Council was able to purchase all listed vehicles & plant $45,249 (4.5%) 
under budget.  In addition, sales and/or trade-in of vehicles & plant, resulted in $41,676 (13%) more 
than budgeted.  Combined impact is approx. $87,000 improvement to the budget’s end result. 
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Combined Sewerage Fund 
A review of Council’s combined Sewerage Fund has been undertaken with items to note in the budget 
for the second quarter are as follows: 
• Net decrease in Repairs & Maintenance Expenses of $2,000 - 8405-2330+2331+2332. 
 
The revised estimated result for each fund is set out below: 

Fund Original Estimates 
@ 1 July 2015

Amendments    
@ 30 Sept 2015

Amendments    
@ 31 Dec 2015

Revised Estimates 
@ 30 June 2016

General Fund-Net of Inc & Exp and
Capital Budget

$11,377.00 $69,599.00 -$17,339.00 $63,637.00

Combined Sewerage Funds $6,200.00 $21,349.00 $1,217.00 $28,766.00
Net Consolidated Budget 
Surplus/(Deficit) $17,577.00 $90,948.00 -$16,122.00 $92,403.00

 
 
Attachment 
1. Quarterly Budget Review Statement for the period 01/10/15 to 31/12/15 (attached as a separate 

document). 
 
Recommendation:  That the: 
a) information be noted, and 
b) adjustments in income, expenditure and reserves in the December 2015 Budget Review be 

adopted. 
 

44/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that the: 
a) Information be noted, and 
b) Adjustments in income, expenditure and reserves in the December 2015 Budget Review 

be adopted. 
 

 
9. 2016/17 BUDGET PREPARATION AND TIMELINE (DCCS/C45-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Report on issues, timeline and preparation of Council’s 2016/17 budget documents. 
 
Report 
Following are some topics previously discussed at Council and/or at workshops:  
• Rating Structure 
• Business Sewer Charges. 

 
Council may want to consider scheduling workshop(s) to further consider these and any other issues 
in the process of developing Council’s 2016/17 budget: 
• There is an Economic Development workshop tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 7 April – it 

would be advantageous and timely to incorporate a budget workshop to discuss Rating 
Structure, Business Sewer Charges, and any other topics which may impact on budget 
preparations. 

• Then prior to the Council Meeting on Monday, 18 April schedule a budget workshop to consider 
and review draft budget in full.  Please Note:  There will be a Citizenship Ceremony conducted 
at 4.30pm. 

 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
As per the Integrated Planning & Reporting Guidelines. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Draft budget is required to be presented to Council for adoption to be placed on exhibition for 28 under 
the Local Government Act 1993. 
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Budget & Financial Aspects 
Implications for 2016/17 Budget. 
 
Attachment 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation:  For Council’s consideration. 

 

45/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and McDonnell that Council schedule workshops 
as follows: 
a) 5.00pm, Tuesday, 12 April 2016 – Economic Development and Budget Issues (e.g. rating 

structure) Workshop, and 
b) 5.00pm, Monday, 2 May 2016 – Full Draft Budget Workshop. 
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Director of Engineering and Environmental Services 
 
10. ENGINEERING REPORT (DEES/T10-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Monthly report on engineering matters. 
 
Background Information 
(a) Works Report:  Two grader crews and one contractor are working on planned construction 

projects including MR543 shoulder widening, Western Road widening (commencing at the 
northern end) and Osborne-Yerong Creek Road widening (commencing at the western end).  
The third grader crew is undertaking re-sheets and maintenance grading in accordance with 
program. 

 
An updated 12-month programme will be presented at the meeting. 
 
Contract sealing works have commenced and expected to be completed mid-March 2016, 
including the sealing of The Rock subdivision and Lockhart industrial park. 
 
Concrete crew is undertaking various miscellaneous culvert and footpath works around the 
Shire, including commencing the 2015/16 PAMPS programme.  The construction of disabled bus 
stops on Urana Street, either side of the new toilet block is well advanced.  The bus stops will 
have two new shelters, pedestrian crossings and full disabled access.  Also, two new concrete 
pads have been installed in The Avenue to place, (i) ANZAC Gallipoli Scene sculpture, and (ii) 
an Armoured Personnel Carrier; with delivery of these items now completed. 

 
(b) Flood Mitigation:  Nil to report. 
 
(c) Road Safety Officer:  Shelagh Merlin has indicated again that her planned retirement date is 

mid-2016. 
 
(d) Traffic Committee:  Nil to report. 
 
(e) Lockhart Local Emergency Management Committee:  Next meeting is planned for 17 June 

2016, where a simulated storm event is to be conducted. 
 
(f) Fleet:  Plant and equipment replacement, as per 2015/16 Operational Plan is now all 

completed. 
 

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D3.1 – Develop infrastructure for our community. 
 
Budget and Financial Aspects 
Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 
 
Attachment 
1. Updated 12 Months Works Programme (handed out separately at meeting). 
 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted. 

 

46/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Day that the information be noted. 
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11. NOXIOUS WEEDS (DEES/N10-025) 

 
Executive Summary 
Monthly report on Noxious Weeds. 
 
Report 
Property Inspections 
Inspections occurred on both residual and rural properties.  The majority of inspections were second 
and third inspections, assessing the success of control measures.  First inspections occurred on 
properties where the presence of a noxious weeds was obvious from the boundary, or from the result 
of correspondence from concerned members of the public to Council staff. 
 
The weeds most commonly found were Horehound (Marrumbium vulgare), Privet (Ligustrum sp.), 
Bathurst Burr (Xanthium spinosum), and Lippia (Phyla canescens). 
 
Other weeds found in lower frequency were Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), African 
Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum), St John’s Wort (Hyericum perforatum), Prickly Pear (Opuntia sp.), 
Silverleaf Nightshade (Solanum elaeagnifolium), Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima), Sweet Briar 
(Rosa rubiginosa), Galvanised Burr (Sclerolaena birchii), Giant Reed (Arundo donax), and Harrisia 
Cactus (Harrisia sp.). 
 

No. 1st 
Inspections 

No. Re-
inspections 

required 

No.2nd  
Inspections 

No. Sect 
18A’s 
issued 

No.3rd 
Inspections 

No. Section 
18’s issued 

5 3 12 1 3 1 
 
One fourth inspection and one sixth inspection also occurred.  The property owner in relation to the 
fourth inspection resisted in applying control.  This has now been resolved. The sixth inspection 
property has an absentee owner, whom has been applying control over a long period of time, when 
they are present in Lockhart. 
 
As evident from the issuing of only a few Section 18As and Section 18s, the majority of land holders 
were obliging in the application of control measures. 
 
Spray Program 
Priority for spraying has been given to the control of St John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum), Silverleaf 
Nightshade (Solanum elaeagnifolium), and Feathertop Rhodes Grass (Chloris virgata) on Shire roads. 
 
Discovery of Spiny Burrgrass Infestations 
Unfortunately two new infestations of Spiny Burrgrass (Cenchrus spinifex) were discovered on the 
Shire roads in February.  An infestation, approximately 50 metres long, was discovered on the Urana 
Road.  The second infestation, approximately 300 metres long, was discovered on the Western Road.  
These infestations had never occurred at these sites before. 
 
In order to reduce the likelihood of seed dispersal through the movement of vehicles, machinery and 
livestock, fencing of these areas became the priority.  Owners of adjacent properties were alerted to 
the discovery on Western Road, and council staff requested that no movement of livestock was to 
occur in this area until fenced, and vehicles and machinery should avoid leaving the bitumen in this 
area.  The owners of the property were very grateful to have been informed, all were intending to 
acquire skills to identify Spiny Burrgrass, and all intended to become vigil in inspecting their own 
properties.  
 
Once fencing had been erected, Red Guide Posts were installed, mapping of these areas occurred, 
and correspondence with roadworks management occurred.  Signage for these areas will be arranged 
in the near future.  These sites will be burnt as soon as possible, to reduce the Spiny Burrgrass seed 
bank, decreasing the potential for seed spread, and reducing the potential for germination next 
season. 
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Grains Research & Development Corporation (GRDC) Webinar on the Ecology and 
Management of Feathertop Rhodes Grass 
Council staff were informed of this upcoming event by a local agronomist, which is greatly appreciated.  
The webinar occurred on 9 February 2016. Both Council’s Manager of Environment and the Noxious 
Weeds Inspector registered as participants for the webinar.  The webinar addressed the ecology of 
Feathertop Rhodes Grass (Chloris virgata) and the development of effective management strategies. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
C1.4 – Decreased occurrence, spread and impact of weeds and pests throughout the Shire. 
 
Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
Inspections and associated activities carried out in accordance with the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. 
 
Budget and Financial Aspects 
Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 
 
Attachment 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted. 

 

47/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Day that the information be noted. 
 
 

12. PARKS AND GARDENS REPORT (DEES/P10-005) 
 
Executive Summary 
Monthly report on Parks and Gardens. 
 
Report 
Avenue of Honour, The Rock - Kurrajongs 
Five Kurrajongs have died in the avenue over the last twelve to eighteen months and one near the 
new toilet block is showing signs of severe die back.  The Kurrajong Weevil has been discovered on 
the two specimens that died most recently and it would be fair to assume the reduced health of these 
specimens due to maturity, regular pruning by Origin Energy contractors and possible root damage 
from subsurface excavations has made these trees highly susceptible to insect attack and their lack of 
vitality has reduced their capacity to produce enough gum to engulf the larvae.  The caterpillar 
damage to an unusually high number of local Eucalypts suggests that the mild summer conditions 
experienced this year have produced an increase in insect numbers; it would follow that the same may 
be true for the kurrajong weevil.  Unfortunately NSW DPI states that insecticides are of little value in 
the control of the kurrajong weevil but hopefully a return to more natural conditions next year will see 
this number drop again and Kurrajong mortality reduce. 
 
The Rock RSL sub-branch has stated that they would prefer an evergreen species and although the 
avenue does not mimic the natural habitat for the Kurrajong it is probably still the most suitable 
evergreen species for this area.  Other evergreen species like Bottlebrush with not offer the expanse 
of canopy which gives the avenue it’s cool, welcoming character and most other species like 
Eucalyptus would be too large. 
 
It is inevitable that as trees mature they will need removing and replacing. Sustained tree amenity is 
achieved by establishing a range of age classes within the tree population from new plantings right 
through to mature trees.  The effective way of achieving this is to use the Continuous Cover 
Arboriculture principle, removing and replacing trees in block and/or offset situations to retain the 
continuous arboriculture cover.  This will ensure a range of age classes in the avenue that will not 
dramatically change the streetscape. 
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Council staff recommends that: 
(i) it plants locally sourced; advance Kurrajong specimens in the eight existing spaces where 

specimens were previously removed.  Remove the dead trees and grind the stumps; replant 
once the sites have settled and the existing roots have broken down; and 

(ii) Adopt the Continuous Cover Arboriculture principle to draw the replacement process out over 
the longest period possible to establish a range of age classes in the avenue and therefore 
ensuring the integrity of the streetscape into the future. 

 
Galore Hill Nature Reserve 
Thanks to grant funding the Lockhart Parks crew has been involved in providing improved facilities at 
Galore Hill.  Four new table settings were installed in the newly refurbished BBQ shelters and another 
four will be installed in various locations replacing tables with weathered and rotting timbers.  The new 
tables are all aluminium, look clean and modern, will require minimal maintenance and be much more 
resistant to vandalism than their previous counterparts.  Crews have also started work redefining the 
Morgan’s Cave and Summit to Saddle walking tracks, further works will involve the installation of 
signage stating estimated times and directional arrows. 
 
Pools 
Both pool are now closed for the season, Parks crews will resume maintenance of the grounds.  Due 
to the extended period of hot weather late in the season an extension to the pool seasons was 
discussed with the contractors but unfortunately both had prior commitments. 
 
Attendance figures will be available shortly. 
 
Sculpture Trail 
A gravel parking bay has been created for vehicles on Albury Road visiting ‘Rain Dragon’; a footpath 
has also been constructed leading to the sculpture to encourage further inspection.  A bin will also be 
installed for the convenience of travelers. Callistemon Kings Park Specials, which per planted on the 
opposite side of the railway line a couple of years ago and are establishing well will also be planted on 
either side of ‘Rain Dragon’ once weather conditions are favourable. 
 
Parks and Gardens 
The shires roses have received a summer prune and fertilising to encourage autumn blooms. 
 
Irrigation systems are being checked and maintained regularly.  Hand watering regimes have been 
stepped up recently to cope with the prolonged hot, dry spell.  Routine garden maintenance is being 
conducted including regular weeding, spraying, pruning, watering and mulching.  
 
Mowing and Slashing 
Slashing of Lockhart Showground, urban streets and entrances was carried out in Lockhart prior to the 
Vintage Truck and Antique Fair.  The Rock and Yerong Creek urban slashing has also been 
completed.  Once the temperatures start to drop and fire danger reduces slashing of villages, airstrip 
and Osborne Recreation Ground will be conducted.  Mowing and edging of most irrigated areas is 
being conducted fortnightly, some areas however, including Lockhart Recreation Ground and the 
Urana Street Islands at The Rock are being mow weekly due to various factors causing quicker 
growth. 
 
Weed Control 
Regular weed control is being conducted on Council property including hand spraying and weeding of 
gardens.  Spraying of broadleaf weeds in irrigated lawns has begun. Khaki weed and catheads have 
been prevalent this season due to regular rain throughout most of summer, known problem areas 
have been sprayed regularly and some chipping has also been required. 
 
General maintenance  
Regular duties include inspections of parks and public facilities to remove litter, clean BBQ’s, check for 
damage or vandalism, clear footpaths and empty public and roadside bins.  Most areas undergo 
inspections twice per week, including Galore Hill, where crews also clean and check the toilet facilities.  
Contract cleaners attend to the public toilet facilities in Lockhart, The Rock and Yerong Creek.  
Playgrounds in the shire are being inspected regularly as per Australian Standards, with any 
maintenance being noted and completed as necessary.  
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Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D1 – Infrastructure that facilitates an active community. 
 
Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Budget and Financial Aspects 
Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 
 
Attachment 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted and Council continues with planting of Kurrajong 
trees in The Avenue of Honour, The Rock as stated in the report. 

 

48/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and Driscoll that the information be noted and 
Council continues with planting of Kurrajong trees, interspersed with deciduous trees, in The 
Avenue of Honour, The Rock. 

 
 
13. SWIMMING POOL UPGRADE – LOCKHART AND THE ROCK (DEES/S55-005, S55-015) 
 

Executive Summary 
Lockhart Shire Council operates two swimming pool complexes, one at Lockhart and one at The Rock.  
Both pool complexes are in need of upgrading to bring into modern standards and community 
expectations. 
 
Report 
Lockhart Shire Council operates two swimming pool complexes, one at Lockhart and one at The Rock. 
Both pool complexes are in need of upgrading to bring into modern standards and community 
expectations. 
 
In December 2014, and reported to Council in February 2015, as part of Council’s asset management 
plans it has undertaken a condition report of both Lockhart and The Rock town swimming pools.  The 
report found that both of the Shire’s swimming pools are coming to the end of their economic life and 
are in need of substantial capital injection.  It should be noted that both pools have had to be closed to 
the public at times due to mechanical breakdowns.  Lockhart pool is 60 years old and The Rock is 45 
years, with typical design life for a swimming pool being 50 years. 
 
The major infrastructure shortfalls are the pool finishes, plant room mechanical and chemical systems 
and pipework, more specifically: 
- The Lockhart swimming pool finishes have reached the end of their life and require renewal.  

The Rock swimming pool finishes are expected to require renewal within the next 5 years.  The 
pool finishes at both facilities are ‘tired’ and aged in appearance. 

- The majority of the plantroom mechanical equipment is near the end of the serviceable life and 
requires replacing. 

- The chemical storage, preparation and dosing systems require upgrading in order to minimise 
WHS risks and improve operational performance. 

- The majority of the in ground and above ground cast iron pipework has reached the end of its 
life and it is expected that pipework may become problematic in the immediate to short term 
with possible breakages, reduction in flow capacity and or staining of the pool from corrosion 
deposits. 

 
Council has since last report undertaken further design work and budget estimates, not just on the 
infrastructure renewals needed above to prolong the life of the pools, but also improvements to the 
facility both functionally (i.e. disabled access) and aesthetically (to make more appealing to the public). 
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A consultant has provided three levels of options for consideration by Council and the community.  
Early budget estimates have also been sourced, which has contingency included given the very early 
stage of design.  These have been included in the attachments to this report.  Whilst the budget 
estimates might seem quite high, the refurbishment of the pools is still approximately half that of a 
complete new pool complex. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D1.2 - Strategically plan for our sports and recreation infrastructure. 
 
Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
Ensure our pool complexes comply with statutory requirements and safety obligations. 

 
Budget and Financial Aspects 
(a) Both swimming pools require the following minimum capital injection to extend the life of the 

assets:- (i) Lockhart – requires injection of $1.2M over next 5 years, and (ii) The Rock – requires 
injection of $0.8M over next 5 years 

(b) Ranges of budget estimates for complete upgrade options, including upgrading of the facilities, 
are (i) Lockhart - $1.9M to $3.2M and (ii) The Rock - $1.6M to 3.6M. 

(c) By comparison a new 25m pool complex is estimated to be $5.9M. 
(d) The National Stronger Regional Fund grant scheme is able to provide grant monies of $1M, 

similar to what Greater Hume Shire Council was successful last round.  The balance of monies 
could be provided from loans, Council reserves or combination of both. 

 
Attachments 
1. Architectural plans for three options for each pool by Sunjoule Design, dated 10 Feb 2016. 
2. Pools budget cost estimates by Donald Cant Watts Corke, dated 2 March 2016. 
3. Swimming Pools Business Plan Feb 2016, based on Option 2 (middle option). 
4. LSC Pools Redevelopment Program, Issue A. 
5. Funding Cost Estimates. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council: 
a) Undertakes community consultation on preferred option for continuing the operation of two 

Shire swimming pool complexes; 
b) Applies in Round 3 of National Stronger Regional Funds for grant of $1,000,000 to contribute to 

the refurbishment and upgrade of the pool complexes; and 
c) Subject to community consultation include borrowing of balance of funds to commence upgrade 

the pools in 2016/17 and 2017/18 years. 
 

49/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Morgan and Day that Council: 
a) Undertakes community consultation on preferred option for continuing the operation of 

two Shire swimming pool complexes; 
b) Applies in Round 3 of National Stronger Regional Funds for grant of $1,000,000 to 

contribute to the refurbishment and upgrade of the pool complexes; 
c) Subject to community consultation include borrowing of balance of funds to commence 

upgrade the pools in 2016/17 and 2017/18 years, and 
d) Hold Community Consultation meetings as follows: 

• 3.00pm, Sunday, 10 April at Lockhart Swimming Pool 
• 3.00pm, Sunday, 17 April at The Rock Swimming Pool. 

 
 
14. PUBLIC TOILETS – WALTER DAY PARK, LOCKHART (DEES/P10-010) 

 
Executive Summary 
The public toilets at Walter Day Park, Lockhart, are inadequate for the use by travellers. 
 
Report 
The public toilets at Walter Day Park, Lockhart, are inadequate for the use by travellers.  This has 
been identified by Council as an issue for some time, and as such has submitted grant applications for 
funding with no success to-date.  Council has allocated 50% funding in the 2015/16 budget subject to 
receiving the remaining 50% funding from grants. 
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It is proposed to construct the same toilet block as recently completed unit in The Avenue, The Rock, 
which is sufficient to cater for coach load of people at one time.  This toilet block would replace the 
current two single units in Walter Day Park. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
B5.3 - Develop infrastructure to support our tourist sector. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
- Development Application not required however does require Heritage Consultant involvement 

re: colours, as well as approval from Crown Lands. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
- Expected project cost is $100,000 based on toilets block constructed in The Avenue, The Rock, 
- $50,000 already allocated in current 2015/16 budget, 
- Further $50,000 required to undertake the project. 

 
Attachment 
1. Photo of proposed toilet block. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council allocates a further $50,000 from Council Reserves and constructs 
the new toilet block in Walter Day Park, Lockhart in 2015/16 financial year. 

 

50/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and McDonnell that Council allocates a further 
$50,000 from Council Reserves and constructs the new toilet block in Walter Day Park, 
Lockhart in 2015/16 Financial Year. 

 
 
15. SEWER EXTENSION, THE ROCK (DEES/S15-041) 

 
Executive Summary 
Update on progress with project. 
 
Report 
As reported at Council meeting 21 September 2015, a meeting of the Focus Group was held on 9 
September at The Rock to examine funding models for the Sewerage Fund over the next 30 years 
including funding the proposed sewer extension at The Rock.  The models included proposed 
infrastructure costs, grant availability, and effects on rating over that time scale.  Consensus was that 
the funding for the extension is doable and affordable based on the information provided in the 
models, and the next stage of the process should proceed. 
 
Before community consultation is to occur there are a couple of details that require Council direction.   
 
These are: 
(i) Are the connection costs and conversion from enviro cycles/septic to low pressure system to be 

borne by the resident? 
(ii) If residents are charged for the connection or conversion, is there a loan available similar to 

Yerong Creek? 
 
With regards to (i) above, this will most likely be the most contentious detail to be resolved.  
Shoalhaven City Council policy is to pay for all connection and conversion for existing lots, with the 
decommissioning and any electrical/plumbing upgrades that maybe required at the cost of the owner.  
Whilst this will increase the cost of the expansion works, it would seem most fair and equitable and 
gives best chance for support of the project from the community.  It should be noted that these costs 
have been included in budget funding models presented to the Focus Group. 
 
On the flip side, Wagga Wagga City Council, have in the past charged all connection and conversion 
costs (approx. $10,000) to the property owner and allowed two years to pay this back.  This might be 
difficult for some owners to afford and likely to have some resistance during community consultation. 
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Another option could be a pro-rata cost to the owner based on the age of their existing on site system.  
An enviro cycle typically has a life expectancy of 25 years.  The split could be 20% refund for system 
in 5 year increments based on age, with zero refund for a system 25 years of age or older.  A septic 
system would be expected to last 50+ years.  This option could cause some controversy in proving 
age of the existing system as well as debate on expected useful life remaining.  In any case some 
owners still maybe unable to afford to connect even at a reduced cost. 
 
The next stage is community consultation with not only The Rock residents, but also the residents of 
Lockhart and Yerong Creek, who are contributors to and beneficiaries of our shire wide sewer fund.  
The consultation will provide information about our infrastructure plans over the next 30 years in the 
whole shire and how those plans can be reasonably funded as per our financial models provided to 
the Focus Group Meeting.  The extension planned for The Rock is just the first project on the list.  A 
detailed 30 year financial plan is currently being developed allowing for expected future capital works.  
This plan is anticipated to be completed within the next month. 
 
It is proposed that consultation will comprise newsletter and pamphlets, web site and media, as well 
as public meetings.  Timing is still being sorted, however it is likely it will occur within the next few 
months following next meeting with the Focus Group. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D31.1 - Provide and maintain efficient sewage systems that allows for current and future community 
demands. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Some modest increases to sewerage charges, depending on whether Council pays for all or some of 
the connection/conversion cost to the new sewer system. 
 
Attachment 
1. Shoalhaven City Council Policy – Pressure Sewer System – Backlog Sewerage Scheme. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council: 
a) adopts a similar policy to that of Shoalhaven City Council and Council pays for all 

connection/conversions costs for existing developed lots only; and 
b) Updates the Sewer Focus Group, and subject to its concurrence to, (a) above, arrange 

appropriate consultation to inform the residents of The Rock, Yerong Creek and Lockhart about 
its future infrastructure plans for sewer improvements within the shire. 

 

51/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that Council: 
a) adopts a similar policy to that of Shoalhaven City Council and Council pays for all 

connection/conversions costs for existing developed lots only; and 
b) Updates the Sewer Focus Group, and subject to its concurrence to, (a) above, arrange 

appropriate consultation to inform the residents of The Rock, Yerong Creek and Lockhart 
about its future infrastructure plans for sewer improvements within the shire. 

c) Hold the next Sewer Extension Focus Group Meeting as follows: 
• 6.00pm, Monday, 4 April 2016 at The Rock Bowling Club. 
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16. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS (MES/P25-010) 

 
The following development applications were approved, with conditions, from 1 February 2016 to 
29 February 2016. 
 
DA No Development Applicant/Owner Site of Development 
23/16 New Steel Shed A Hopkins 99 King St, The Rock 
CDC 
31/16 

In-ground Swimming Pool P Jones 3480 Bidgeemia Rd, Urangeline 

32/16 New Colorbond Garage R Morey 13 Davidson St, The Rock 
33/16 New Colorbond Shed G McPherson 66 Hebden St, Lockhart 
34/16 New Transportable Dwelling D & H Gooden 235 Reads Ln, Lockhart 
35/16 Workshop Extension M Schirmer 4 Harry Davies Drive, Lockhart 

 
Recommendation:  That the information be noted. 

 

52/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs McDonnell and Douglas that the information be noted. 
 
 
17. VARIATION TO COUNCIL POLICY 2.37 – SHEDS TO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES (MES/P25-005) 

 
Executive Summary 
Owners of 52-54 Ferrier Street, Lockhart propose to lodge a development application to erect a new 
shed dwelling on their property.  The shed dimensions do not comply with Council’s Policy 2.37 – 
Sheds to Residential Properties, and the owners are seeking approval from Council for a variation. 
 
Report 
The applicant refers to the request for an increase in shed height on their residential block, to 
accommodate a caravan, which will be stored on the property at Lot 2 Sec 3 DP758621.  The property 
itself is currently a vacant Lot, facing north onto Ferrier Street.  It is bordered by developed properties 
on both the east and west sides, and has rear lane access.  The property to the west has a shed of 
similar dimensions, and is set back in the same location as the proposed shed for number 52-54. 
 
The proposed shed is adequately set back from the property boundaries, however at 4.2 metres high 
at the eve, it measures 1.1 metres higher than the policy restriction.  Overall, the completed shed 
height reaches 0.4m above the policy restriction. 
 
While there are no other sheds in the laneway or the immediate area that fall outside the policy 
restrictions, the proposed shed, as shown on the site plan, is to be set back 7m from the rear lane.  
This location makes it less visible from Day Street and the rear lane, and it will be screened from the 
north by the proposed dwelling. 
 
The Applicant has already written to both adjoining landholders, and sought their approval for the shed 
erection, to which they have all consented. 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D3.2 – Land use that supports the development of our community. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
The proposed development involves seeking approval for a variation to Policy 2.37 – Sheds to 
Residential Properties. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 
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Attachments 
1. Letter of Request. 
2. Site Plan. 
3. Elevations. 
4. Photo of site. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council, based on the reasons in the report, approve the request for a 
variation to Council Policy 2.37 – Sheds to residential properties for 52-54 Ferrier Street, Lockhart. 

 

53/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and McDonnell that Council, based on the reasons 
in the report, approve the request for a variation to Council Policy 2.37 – Sheds to Residential 
Properties for 52-54 Ferrier Street, Lockhart. 

 
 

18. VARIATION TO COUNCIL POLICY 2.38 – FENCES TO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES(MES/P25-005) 
 
Executive Summary 
An existing privately owned works depot located at 29-39 Wilson Street in The Rock is to be fenced for 
security and aesthetics reasons.  A request to Council has been lodged seeking approval for variation 
to Council Policy 2.38 – Fences to residential properties. 
 
Report 
A privately owned works depot at the corner of Wilson and Yerong Street, The Rock (Lot 1-3 
DP977904) maintains a significant presence in the surrounding residential area.  While located in an 
RU5 zone, it is positioned adjacent to other industry as well as residential properties, and is clearly 
seen and accessible form all approaches. 
 
In light of recent theft and trespassing on the property, and plans to expand their business enterprise, 
the property owners wish to erect a security fence outside of Council’s policy standards.  
 
Council’s policy currently restricts front boundary fences to 1.2m for open construction.  The applicant 
has proposed the following: 
- A front boundary fence (facing Yerong Street) of open vertical rails to 2.2m; and 
- Side boundary fences (facing Wilson Street & rear lane) of solid colorbond material to 2.2m, 

topped with an additional 3 runs of barbed wire to 2.8m in total. The colorbond material will be 
gun metal grey in colour. 

 
In consideration of the request for variation, Council should consider the following: 
- Aesthetics:  the site consists of a large shed surrounded by various pieces of earthmoving 

equipment, trucks and heavy machinery, as well as shipping containers, scrap metal and 
machinery parts.  There is currently no fencing aside from the standard dividing fence between 
the depot and a private residence to the west. 
A fence of the dimensions proposed will be a dominant feature of the street, and will restrict the 
view from homes in the immediate area.  However, if erected in a neat and professional 
manner, it will effectively screen the works depot and has potential to enhance the aesthetics of 
the site. 

- Safety to road users:  located on a corner allotment, the vision for motorists may be restricted by 
the proposed 2.2m high fence built along the property boundary.  Fortunately, the boundary is 
set back 27m from the Yerong Street pavement, and to a lesser extent 11m from the Wilson 
Street pavement. 

- Structural integrity:  the lot is a flood control lot in accordance with the Lockhart Local 
Environmental Plan and Council’s The Rock Flood Study.  Overland flow of water through the 
site may be interfered by the solid colorbond fence, and allowance would have to be made to 
ensure flow of water under the fence is achievable. 

 
The applicant has consulted with neighbours most likely to be affected by the development, and a 
copy of their response is attached for the Council’s consideration. 
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Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D3.2 – Land use that supports the development of our community. 
 
Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
The proposed works require approval for variation from Policy 2.38 – Fences to residential properties. 
 
Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 
 
Attachments 
1. Letter of Request. 
2. Supporting petition. 
3. Photos of Site. 
 
Recommendation:  That Council, based on the reasons in the report, approve the request for a 
variation to Council Policy 2.38 – Fences to residential properties for 29-39 Wilson Street, The Rock. 

 

54/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Driscoll that Council: 
a) Based on the reasons in the report, approve the request for a variation to Council Policy 

2.38 – Fences to Residential Properties for 29-39 Wilson Street, The Rock, and 
b) Requires the owner to plant a minimum of five trees, species to be approved by Council, 

along the fence on Wilson Street. 
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Delegates Reports 
 

RWCC - MARCH 2016 
1. Council met at Holbrook on 24 February as part of meeting rotation and liaison with local Council.  

Mayor Heather Wilton welcomed Councillors and she and GM Steve Pinnuck joined Council for lunch. 
2. Councillors inspected new storage facilities at Mangoplah and Womargama. 
3. Council reviewed and accepted quarterly budget and operational plan update.  Audit and Risk 

Committee minutes were also tabled for discussion. 
4. Good progress being achieved on Water Treatment Plant, some variations has been approved.  New 

Store facility should be completed by year end. 
5. Council agreed to rebate access charge for Lockhart Red Cross.  Also agreed to donation to Lake 

Albert Working Group of $15,000 in respect of the establishment of bore.  Also agreed to flat rate 
charge to CanAssist. 

6. Council also agreed to write a letter in support of Lockhart Council in their bid to remain a standalone 
Council. 

7. Tender approved for the supply of new of pressure pipe but declined recommendation for new back 
hoe pending further evaluation. 

8. Council also agreed to the offer of settlement by previous GM. 
 
Greg Verdon 
Delegate 
 
MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION 
Lockhart is an associate member of the above organisation and I attended their meeting on 11 March at 
Leeton Council Chambers chaired by Paul Maytom. 
 
1. The MDA was formed in 1993 as a successor to the Murray Valley Development League. 
2. The main aim of the MDA is to represent communities that rely on the basin for water by providing 

information, facilitating debate, identifying needs and priorities, undertaking projects and education 
initiatives and informing policy at local, state and federal level. 

3. There are 12 regions each with a Chairman who also is on Board of Management of MDA.  We are in 
Region 9.  The CEO is Emma Bradbury. 

4. Emma gave an update of recent Strategic Planning Workshop which identified that the MDA didn’t 
have a clear direction or focus.  The outcomes of meeting have been improved governance and 
finances. 

5. Key principles agreed include: The Vision which is Healthy Basin supporting Vibrant Communities, 
need to update constitution and increase membership, facilitate informed debate. 

6. The meeting also included a hook-up with Richard McLoughlin, Asst Sec Water Resources.  He 
advised the Federal Government has made available $500m over ten years for new water projects.  
$50m has been made available for feasibility projects - unfortunately all these are in Northern 
Australia. 

 
Greg Verdon 
Delegate 
 

55/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Morgan and Day that the Delegates Reports be received. 
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Questions and Statements 
 

Cr Day 
(i) Lockhart Town Entrance Signs – Cr Day advised the oval-shaped town entrance signs to 

Lockhart are showing signs of fading.  Cr Day has investigated refurbishing these signs, with a 
quote of approx. $2,000 total.  Lockhart Progress Association would be prepared to contribute 
half the total costs. 

 
Cr Verdon 

(i) The Rock Public Hall – Requested Council to assist/investigate a complaint regarding 
use/access of The Rock Public Hall. 
 
Response – General Manager 
GM advised he will investigate and advise. 
 

Cr Driscoll 
(i) Emily Gardens, The Rock – Advised that The Rock Progress Association and Friends of Emily 

Gardens have combined under the umbrella of The Rock Progress Association.  Cr Driscoll 
enquired as to what was Council’s contribution to Emily Gardens and what were the rules 
around that contribution? 

 
Response – General Manager 
GM advised that the contribution was significant, but there were no conditions set around that 
contribution at the time. 
 

Cr Douglas 
Nil. 
 

Cr McDonnell 
Nil. 

 
Cr Morgan 
 

(i) Bush Fire Levy – Requested Council supports neighbouring Council protesting about the 
increase in the RFS Levy. 
 
Response – General Manager 
GM advised that letters have been sent to the Minister for Emergency Services by ours and 
neighbouring Councils condemning the levy increases. 
 

(ii) Sample of Weed growing along MR59 – Cr Morgan presented a weed that he considers a 
prolific grower in gravel on our roadsides and enquired what could be done to stop this weed 
from spreading into paddocks. 

 
Response – Director Engineering and Environmental Services 
DEES advised he will investigate and advise. 

 
Cr Yates 

Nil. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
 

56/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Douglas and Driscoll that Council close the meeting to the 
public as per section 10(A)(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
The meeting moved into Closed Session at 10.02pm. 
 

58/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and McDonnell that Council move into Open Council. 
 
The meeting moved into Open Session at 10.40pm. 
 
 

OPEN COUNCIL 
The following resolutions of Council, while the meeting was closed to the public, were read to the meeting by 
the Mayor. 
 
1. PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE LOCKHART BUILDING (GM/H15-010) 
 

57/16  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Verdon and Day that Council proceed with the purchase 
conditional on the vendor meeting Council’s terms and satisfactory arrangements being made 
with Lockhart Historical Society. 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 10.41pm. 
 
 
Confirmed Chairman of the Ordinary Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held Monday, 21 March 2016 at 
which meeting the signature was subscribed hereto. 
 

 
   

CHAIRMAN 
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