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The Prayer 

 
We humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessings on this Council.   

Direct and prosper our deliberations to the glory and welfare  

of the people of this Shire and throughout our country. 

Amen 

 

 

 

The Council’s Charter 

 

A council has the following charter: 

- to provide directly or on behalf of other levels of government after due 

consultation, adequate, equitable and appropriate services and facilities for the 

community and to ensure that those services and facilities are managed efficiently 

and effectively 

- to exercise community leadership 

- to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and actively promotes 

the principles of cultural diversity 

- to promote and to provide and plan for the needs of children 

- to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the 

environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent 

with and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development 

- to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 

- to bear in mind that it is the custodian and trustee of public assets and to 

effectively account for and manage the assets for which it is responsible 

- to facilitate the involvement of councillors, members of the public, users of facilities 

and services and council staff in the development, improvement and co-ordination 

of local government 

- to raise funds for local purposes by the fair imposition of rates, charges and fees, by 

income earned from investments and, when appropriate, by borrowings and grants 

- to keep the local community and the State government (and through it, the wider 

community) informed about its activities 

- to ensure that, in the exercise of its regulatory functions, it acts consistently and 

without bias, particularly where an activity of the council is affected 

- to be a responsible employer. 

 

(Section 8(1) Local Government Act, 1993) 
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13 June 2012 
 
 
The Mayor & Members 
Lockhart Shire Council 
69 Green Street 
LOCKHART  NSW  2656 
 
 
Dear Councillors 

I wish to advise that the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council will 
be held at the Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart on Monday 18 June 
2012 commencing at 5.00 pm. 

Reports are appended for your consideration. 

BUSINESS: 

Opening with a Prayer 

Apologies 

Confirmation of Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 21 May 2012 

Leave of Absence 

Declarations of Pecuniary & Non-Pecuniary Interest 

Mayoral Minute/Report 

Urgent Matters 

Notice of Motion 

Committee Reports 

Responses to Questions & Statements – 21 May2012 

General Manager‘s Report on: 

 Engineering Matters 

 Health, Building & Planning Matters 

 Finance & Administration Matters 

Delegates Reports 

Correspondence 

Questions & Statements 

Closed Committee of the Whole Council 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Chris Gallagher 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Mayoral Minute 

 
1. MARCH 2012 – FLOOD EVENT (F20-030) 

In discussions with a number of residents throughout the Shire there appears to be still some persons 
who are having difficulties coping following the March 2012 flood event. 

To determine if Council can be of further assistance to residents of the Shire due to the March event I 
would like to propose that Councillors make themselves available for perhaps two hours in The Rock 
and two hours in Lockhart on a determined day and time and suitable publicity be provided by means 
of a flyer to all residents inviting those whom they believe Council might be able to assist to make an 
appointment to hold discussions with myself, interested Councillors and the General Manager. 

Accordingly it is Recommended: 

a) That Council note some persons in the Lockhart Shire community are still having problems 
following the March 2012 flood event; 

b) That Council determine two suitable dates in the future for individual meetings to be held in The 
Rock and Lockhart for a period of two hours, that is perhaps a.m. or p.m.; 

c) That appropriate publicity be given to the meetings via the Council monthly newsletter as well as 
flyers to residents throughout the Shire; and 

d) That if significant responses are received Council extend the two hour period or arrange other 
appropriate dates and times. 

 

Urgency Matters 

 
1. NSW SHIRES ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE 4 – 6 JUNE 2012 (S20-005) 

Council at it‘s meeting on 21 May 2012 was advised the Mayor would take the questions raised by Cr 
Thiele on Notice and provide a report to this meeting of the Council. 

Cr Thiele‘s questions were as follows: 

1. Following a Resolution of Council recently that she be authorised to attend the Shires 
Association 2012 Conference why she was asked to relinquish that position for another 
Councillor? 

2. Cr Thiele thought that she has been unfairly treated in this matter and sought a response from 
the Mayor. 

The Mayor has advised he will provide a written report to the Council meeting on 18 June 2012. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

 
 

Notices of Motion 

 
1. CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE (C70-030) 

Cr Paterson gives Notice that at the Council Meeting on 18 June 2012 he will be moving the following 
Motion: 

- That Council review its Code of Meeting Practice 

 
2. AUGUST COUNCIL NEWSLETTER (C75-015) 

Cr Hogan gives Notice that at the Council Meeting on 18 June 2012 he will be moving the following 
Motion: 
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- That no Councillor be able to write anything expressing their views (including the Mayor) in 
the August newsletter or any person nominating for Council be able to have a chance to put 
their views in the newsletter. 

General Managers Note: 

Councillors Media Policy states, in part: 

“(B) Every Councillor has the right to express a private opinion on any issue whether or not it reflects 
Councils’ official position but Councillors must carefully identify the role in which they speak and 

(C) Whenever the Mayor or Councillors publicly express their own opinions they must make it clear 
they are speaking for themselves and not for the Council” 

The Electoral Provisions make it illegal for candidates at forthcoming elections to utilise Council 
resources for election or re-election purposes. 

 

Committee Reports 

1. POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE (P35-005) 

The Police & Community Consultation Committee Meeting was held at The Rock on Friday 25 May 
2012. 

PRESENT: The Mayor, Cr Peter Yates, Mr Ross Edwards, Mrs Karen McPherson, Snr Const Damian 
Davies and the General Manager. 

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Cr John Paterson, Mr Bob Martin, Insp 
Mark Murphy and Sgt Huggett. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: It was RESOLVED on the Motion of Cr Yates and Mrs McPherson 
that the Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 24 February 2012 be accepted. 

BUSINESS ARISING: 

 Intersection of Reid Street and Brookong Avenue 

The General Manager advised that at the last meeting of the Committee that advanced warning signs 
from The Rock Road will be installed by Council in the near future. 

Given the flooding events of March 2012 no action has yet been taken on this issue. 

 Lockhart Hospital 

Mrs McPherson advised the meeting that although the matter was considered at the February 
meeting with respect to the Lockhart Hospital there have been no incidents since that time. 

NEW ITEMS: 

An email from Insp Jeff Barr advising that he has now joined the Junee cluster and Insp Mark Murphy 
will take over the cluster which includes the Lockhart Shire Council area. Sgt Huggett remains as the 
cluster supervisor. 

Insp Barr advised that Snr Const Morgan has been reassigned to an overstrength position which has 
allowed the Service to advertise the vacancy and this advertisement has created some local interest. 
Insp Barr further advised that he has provided Insp Murphy with all relevant details concerning the 
Police & Community Consultation meetings in Lockhart and expresses thanks to the committee for 
their assistance and support during his membership of the committee. 

The committee expressed its thanks to Insp Barr for his continued support of this committee and an 
appropriate letter be forwarded to Insp Barr in this regard. 

 Further to Insp Barr‘s email the position at The Rock has now been filled and the Police Officer 
concerned will be relocating to The Rock when the Police Residence is available. 

 Snr Const Davies also referred to the term ―overstrength position‖ which means in effect that Police 
Officers who may not be able to perform their full duties are placed into a pool in order that the 
position might be filled by an active officer. 
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Although an Apology Cr Paterson raised a number of matters for discussion, one in respect to Snr 
Const Morgan, and the response from Snr Const Davies explains that situation. 

 Cr Paterson also advises that there appears to be some problems with poor responses to 
problems encountered at Emily Gardens. 

Snr Constable Davies and the Mayor advised that they have recently visited Emily Gardens and 
spoken to the Manager and the Manager has not reported any problems and if so they would be 
captured on CCTV as this service is available at Emily Gardens. 

 Cr Paterson has also advised that he has noticed groups of young kids out late at night, 
particularly at the weekend. 

Snr Const Davies advised that there have been no reports in Lockhart or The Rock of malicious 
damage in the past month – there have been a minor number break ins who he believes have not 
been undertaken by local residents. 

 Mr Edwards referred to some unsavoury incidents recently in Wagga which must have had an 
impact on the Police Officers involved and requested that the Committee‘s support be recognised 
for the Operational Police in Wagga Wagga. 

 Cr Yates enquired from Snr Const Davies of any concerns regarding stock theft as he believed 
there were some thefts taking place. 

Snr Const Davies advised that yes there is stock theft occurring throughout the Shire and other 
Shires and property owners should be encouraged to report any thefts to the Police Service. 

The Committee recommends that the matter of stock theft be placed in the next Council monthly 
newsletter to alert stock owners of the problems which are occurring and encourage them to be 
vigilant around their properties. 

 Future Meetings 

The next meeting of the Police & Community Consultation Committee will be held on Friday 31 
August 2012 at 4:00pm at the Yerong Creek Community Hall. 

The meeting rose at 4:50pm. 

Recommendation: That the Report be received and the Recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

2. TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE  (T26-005) 

MINUTES OF THE TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STEERING COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL HELD AT THE PLEASANT HILLS HALL 7 
June 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.. 

PRESENT 

Cr A Male, Mr Greg Smith, Mrs Susan Creek, Mr R Cox and Tourism/Economic Development Officer 
(Mrs Ursula Jones). 

APOLOGIES 

Ms Lisa Turner, Ms Sandra Johnstone, Ms G Driscoll and Mr Colin Wiese. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Mr Colin Wiese and Mrs S Creek will be unavailable until August 1 meeting.  

CORRESPONDENCE  
Letters received from Mr & Mrs J Riley and Mr Mark Schirmer resigning from the Tourism/Economic 
Development Steering Committee.  

Letter received from Mr R Cox requesting consideration for the position on the Tourism & Economic 
Development Steering Committee vacancy due to the resignation of Mr J Riley. 

As the Chairperson, Mr C Wiese was an apology for the June meeting Cr A Male chaired the meeting. 
Cr Male welcomed Mr R Cox to the Tourism/Economic Development Steering Committee.  
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES –2 May 2012 

The minutes of the Meeting held Wednesday, 2 May 2012, as printed and circulated be taken as read 
and confirmed on the Motion of Mrs Susan Creek. 

TOURISM/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT  MAY 2012 

1. Visitor Information Centres  

As the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee is aware, the opening of the Visitors 
Information Centre was held 18 May 9.30am at the Greens Gunyah Museum. Mayor Peter Yates, 
welcomed Mr Daryl Maguire MP who officially opened the Lockhart Information Centre. The opening 
was attended by Councillors, members of the Lockhart Historical Society, including Chairperson Mrs 
Heather Trevaskis, Lockhart Central School Students, community members, members of Tourism & 
Economic Development Steering Committee and Council representatives. 

Mr Daryl Maguire acknowledged the value of the Visitor Information Centre for visitors to the Shire and 
called on Heather Trevaskis to assist him in officially opening the Lockhart Visitor Information Centre 

As the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee is aware, The Lockhart Visitor 
Information Centre is a level 3 Centre and operates in conjunction with an existing business. 
Establishment costs were fully funded by the Lockhart Council. 

The opening of the Visitor Information Centre is an important step to the continued development of 
tourism throughout the Shire. The Visitor Information Centre is manned by volunteers and is a 
testament to the vital role volunteers play in our community. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

2. Volunteers Week 2012 

As the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee noted the National Volunteer Week 
was held from Monday 14 May to Sunday 20 May 2012.  The Tourism/Economic Development Officer 
liaised with Councillors and thank you events were held across the Shire to acknowledge the 
contribution of volunteers to the Lockhart Shire.  

 The dates and times for these events were as follows: 

 Lockhart 11.30am Walter Day Park, Friday 18 May 2012 

 The Rock10.00am Coronation Park Saturday 19 May 2012 

 Yerong Creek  5.30pm Yerong Creek Bowling Club Friday 18 May 2012 

 Pleasant Hills  5.00pm Pleasant Hills Hotel Sunday 20 May 2012 

Although the attendance did not reflect the number of volunteers involved in various organisations and 
events across the Shire, volunteers who attended enjoyed the opportunity to relax in a social 
environment. Councillors who attended these events thanked the volunteers and cooked the BBQ‘s. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

3.Lockhart Paving Brochure 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee approved the proof of the DL sized 
brochure explaining the etchings and the project and Recommends: Tourism and Economic 
Development Officer submit the proof to the Council meeting on 18 June 2012 for approval (a copy of 
the brochure is available for Councils perusal under separate cover.)  

4.Community Economic Development Conference 2012 Cessnock NSW 

As the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee is aware the Tourism and Economic 
Development Officer will be attending the Community Economic Development Conference 2012, May 
7-10 in Cessnock. The following report is a summary of the report due to be submitted by the Tourism 
and Economic Development Officer Council within The Tourism and Economic Development Officer‘s 
Quarterly Report to the July Council  meeting.  

Community Economic Development Conference 2012 focused on Community resilience to adapt to 
global economic shock, climate change and the transition to more sustainable lifestyles. 
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Topics include –  

 Strategies for resilience 

 Resilient regional communities 

 Regional NSW economy –now and into the future 

 Pathway to a clean energy economy 

 Regional resilience & fostering leadership and resilience investigating the path forward with 
volunteers or without? 

 Regional population shifts-addressing what is happening and why? 

 Creating and marketing your identity 

 The business of food 

 New ideas from Newcastle- creative ways to bring life to empty business premises 

 Event development through evaluation. 

The Committee Recommends: That the information be noted. 

5.Historical Town/Places Trail Brochure 

As the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee is aware the Tourism and Economic 
Development Officer has requested additional information from residents via the January, February 
March and April Shire Newsletter. The Tourism and Economic Development Officer continues to 
collate the content which is expected to exceed 32 pages. A sample of a brochure option will be 
submitted at the June Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee meeting, prior to 
submitting to Council. 

The Committee Recommends: That the information be noted. 

6. Supporting Local Businesses 

At the May meeting, the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee instructed the 
Tourism and Economic Development Officer, to investigate a ‗rewards‘ scheme for the businesses 
across the Shire focusing on the scheme being designed and managed by a marketing company that 
specialised in rewards/loyalty programmes. The main focus of the rewards scheme is to assist 
businesses to develop a ‗shop local‘ promotional programme. 

Tourism and Economic Development Officer presented  the following results from the enquiries.   

1. ‗Loyalty Group‘ a marketing company, offers loyalty programmes across multiple outlets. 

 Marketing companies in Wagga no longer or were not interested in managing rewards 
programmes. 

 The Loyalty Group‘ based in Melbourne is an established Loyalty Marketing Company 
specialising in the development and management of successful Customer Loyalty Reward 
programs. Expertise lie in the design and implementation of Loyalty Reward programs, 
loyalty marketing services and marketing consultancy. Also provide customised loyalty 
marketing solutions. 

 The Loyalty Group has operated the successful Lucky Buys Reward program which has 
become the largest Customer Loyalty Reward Program for independent retailers in Australia. 
The Loyalty Group has also created a number of co-branded solutions such as the IGA 
Community Club, Red Meat Rewards, Edge Clothing E Club, Autopro VIP Club and Pool Pro 
VIP for these large retail brands. 
 

2. Fees would be charged to each individual business. 
 

The Loyalty Group would negotiate with each business, and would provide a swipe card facility for 

the programme in each participating business.  

Fees are charged monthly and would be applicable to the programme in the area. 

 

3. Range and diversification of businesses makes running a rewards system more complicated.  
Loyalty programmes usually involve a large customer base, The Loyalty Group would indicate 
viability. 
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4. Rewards programme would only offer rewards in participating individual business. 
 

5. Rewards card could be labelled e.g. ‗Shop in Lockhart Shire‘ but each business would have its 
separate code. 

Recommend: that, The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee instructed the 
Tourism and Economic Development Officer to investigate the possibility of the Loyalty Group 
assessing the interest of businesses in the Shire in participating in a rewards scheme. Should 
businesses choose to be involved, Loyalty Group would conduct sessions with participating businesses 
to structure the involvement and develop the scheme. 

7. Combined Business Advertising. 

Investigations have indicated that it may be appropriate to encourage the businesses to run a   

combined advertising promotion for manufacturing, service industries and retail businesses within the 

Shire, each sector would be promoted according to the area of business. 

Although similar programmes have been conducted in other centres concentrating on retail businesses 

only, extending the programme to other business sectors would promote all business sectors in the 

Shire.  

This has been done successfully in the retail sector of Broken Hill South where Patton Street has been 

promoted as Patton Village. The Shire ‗retail streets‘ could be promoted by street name e.g. ‗Green 

Street‘ and ‗Urana Street‘. Appendix 1 is an example of promotional postcard. Cost of the postcard is 

$700 for 5000 cards (a copy of the promotional postcard is available for Councils perusal under 

separate cover.) 

The Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee considered; 

 the possibility of producing postcards for the businesses and retail groups. 

 Financial contributions would be requested from Businesses and retail sector. 

 Post cards to be issued free of charge. 

 The card should be in separate categories, retail, manufacturing and rural supplies. 

and instruct the Tourism and Economic Development Officer to investigate business interest in    
becoming involved in a group advertising campaign. 

Recommends: That the information be noted. 

8 Town Signage  

As the Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee acknowledged  that, as visitors 
approach our towns the town signage is the first impression of what the district has to offer. Continuity, 
style and information will impact on visitors and community pride. 

All towns currently have signs when entering the town/ village limits indicating the visitor amenities and 
services available. 

The Tourism and Economic Development Officer recommended that the Tourism and Economic 
Development Steering Committee consider the following points and options. 

1. All town & village signs should be constructed of the same material. 
2. Metal silhouettes of the town names with rock bases would reflect the area, Appendix 2. 
3. A central point in each town or village should have an ‗information post‘ indicating fuel outlets and 

main attractions. 
4. Some funds are available for signage however additional funding may be required. 
 

The Committee instruct the Tourism and Economic Development Officer submit the following 

Recommendations to the June Council meeting. 

All signage should be laser cut metal displaying the name on stone supports. (as attached)  

The requirements for each town will vary,  

a) Lockhart will require 4 large signs on each entrance. 
b) The Rock will require 5 signs, 3 large and 2 smaller. 
c) Yerong Creek will require 4 signs 2 large and 2 smaller signs. 
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d) Pleasant Hills 3 small signs 
e) Milbrulong 2 signs. 

Signs would be erected on all entrances of the towns, larger signs on the main entrances and smaller 
signs on the remaining sealed entrances.  

General Manager‘s Note:  Council might recall that in the last few years Council made contribution to 

the Lockhart and District Progress Association to assist in erection of new Lockhart town Entry Signs. 

The recommendation submitted will result in these signs being removed and believe this should be 

brought to Councils attention. 

Meeting Closed 8.45 pm 

Next meeting will be held at Yerong Creek Bowling Club on Wednesday July 4 2012 at 7.30pm. 

Recommendation: That the report be received and the recommendation contained therein be 

adopted with recommendation 8 being given further consideration. 

 

 

Responses to Questions and Statements – 21 May 2012 

  Disabled Access Ramps 

 Cr Gooden requested a report on non-complying disability access ramps within the Shire be made 
available to the next meeting of Council. 

Response – General Manager 

A report on this matter is included in this Business Paper 

Causeway – Green Street, Lockhart 

Cr McDonnell enquired as to when the traffic lights at this culvert will be removed. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that it is likely that the traffic lights will need to remain in place until the construction of the 
new overhead footbridge is completed. 

Royal Crest 

Cr Hogan referred to the Royal Crest recently erected in the Council Chambers and requested a 
report back on the appropriateness of this Crest. 

Response – General Manager 

A report on this matter is included in this Business Paper. 

Disabled Toilets – Lockhart 

Cr Gooden advised that there were some issues with regard to disabled toilets in Green Street, 
Lockhart and requested that some action be taken. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that discussions have been held between the Director Environmental Services and Mrs 
Lynn Hunt of Lockhart and some modifications have been made to the disable toilets. 

Bullenbong Bridge 

Cr Yates requested that a letter be forwarded to Wagga City Council advising that a significant 
amount of underscoring has occurred underneath the bridge on the Bullenbong Road which is 
located in the Wagga City Council area. 

Response – General Manager 

Advised that a letter has been forwarded to Wagga Wagga City Council. 
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Recommendation: That the information be noted.  

 

 

Engineering Matters 

1. WORKS REPORT (DE/T10-005) 

There was no Works Report available for this Business Paper. However the Director of Engineering, 
Mr David Webb, will provide an oral report to Council. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. NOXIOUS WEEDS (DE/N10-025) 

Property Inspections 
 
Properties inspected during May have been chosen in relation to their historic weed infestations and 
corresponding control for this time last year. Most inspections have identified Horehound to some 
degree and Boxthorn to a lesser extent, but few other noxious weeds. Properties towards Alma Park 
are shown to demonstrate the results of some excellent control techniques. 
Some old Bathurst Burrs have been reported in very small, isolated patches towards the far west of 
the shire, while Athel Pines are still being discovered in sporadic areas throughout the Shire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spray Program 
 
Following an early start and favourable weather conditions, Council has managed to undergo 
Horehound control on all local sealed and unsealed roadsides, and regional roadsides. A number of 
disused road reserves and Council reserves, including Galore Hill, are expected to be sprayed for 
horehound by the end of June. Some Bridal Creeper at The Rock has also been sprayed, mainly 
around the cemetery and The Rock Mangoplah Road. 

Recommendation: that the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. PARKS & GARDENS REPORT (DE/P10-005) 

General maintenance  

Regular inspections are being conducted at all parks and BBQ areas to insure they are free from 
rubbish, the BBQ‘s are clean and functioning, and lawns and gardens are well maintained. The bird 
aviary at Hodgeson Park is also cleaned and has fresh branches cut on a weekly basis.  

No. 1
st
 

Inspections 
No. Re-

inspections 
required 

No.2
nd

  
Inspections 

No. Sect 
18A‘s 
issued 

No.3
rd

 
Inspections 

No. Section 
18‘s issued 

27 5 0 0 0 0 
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The Rock Crew continues to clean and maintain The Treatment Works, and Public Toilets in Urana 
Street, Coronation Park and Yerong Creek. 

Playgrounds in the shire are being inspected regularly as per Australian Standards, with any 
maintenance being noted and completed as necessary.  

Mowing and Slashing 

Mowing requirements have slowed greatly this month. Follow up slashing has been done where 
necessary, including the Airstrip, Milbrulong streets and recreation ground, and Mundawaddery 
Cemetery. 

Caravan Park  

The original cabin has dried out and new vinyl flooring has been laid. This cabin will be ready for hiring 
once a new mattress is sourced. 

The new amenities block has had repairs to the gas hot water systems and the gas bottle. Quotes are 
being sought to build the entrance ramps. The old amenities block is still in use.  

Gardens 

Mulching of garden beds affected by the March deluge has been a priority this month; including the 
shire‘s largest park, Walter Day. To minimize future mulch requirements many of these gardens have 
had new plantings added, including groundcovers and mass planting of grasses. There is further 
planting planned as stock is sourced. 

Refurbishment of the western fence line garden bed at Magnolia Lodge has been completed. Most of 
the old overgrown plants, including an apple tree and climbing roses were removed or extensively 
pruned. The bed was then weeded and sprayed before being planted out with a mixture of low 
maintenance native and exotic shrubs. 

There has also been some replacement planting in The Rock‘s gardens where required and winter 
annuals have been planted on the Catholic Church corner. A new garden bed has been established at 
the Tennis Courts, this area was previously overgrown with weeds and very untidy. The new garden 
includes seating and trees for future shade; and is now a much more pleasant and inviting 
environment. 

Galore Hill Scenic Reserve 

Work to remove a number of woody weeds present in the reserve has been completed. Ongoing 
surveillance will be required to control future seedlings/suckers as they appear. 

Trees 

Routine pruning and removal of suckers on street trees, including the many Peppercorns has 
continued and will continue throughout the cooler months. Work to remove a number of problem trees 
throughout the shire has also commenced in The Rock. 

Weed Control 

Regular spraying and hand weeding has been carried out as required with extra attention paid to 
garden beds with bare soil until they are mulched. 

Khaki weed has also been sprayed at a number of sites including the Caravan Park, Hodgson Park 
and Lockhart Recreation Ground. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Notes: 
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4. SEELIGERS LANE (GM/R40-115) 

Under Councils existing Road Classification Hierarchy Seeligers Lane at Yerong Creek is classified as 
an earth formation road which under Councils Policy requires such to be graded once every three 
years. 

This classification has been adopted by Council because there are no residences along the road and 
there are alternate routes that local residents might utilise. 

In saying this, the lane is also used as a school bus run and although this occurs there are alternatives 
to Seeligers Lane being used for this service. 

Following some recent rainfall Council has received a number of requests from residents in the area 
who utilise this lane to have gravel placed in a number of areas as the lane has become quite slippery 
in places and at times untrafficable. 

In this regard Council staff have undertaken additional gradeup works to ensure the road is trafficable 
for users. 

Although Council staff have been requested to place gravel on this laneway this would be against 
Council Policy and has not occurred. Accordingly Council may wish to give consideration to whether it 
wishes to reclassify Seeligers Lane to a classification which allows for greater maintenance to be 
undertaken. 

Recommendation: That a detailed report on the classification of this lane be provided to the July 
meeting of Council. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Health, Building & Planning Matters 

5. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS (DES/P25-010) 

The following development applications were approved with conditions, from 9 May 2012 to 7 June 
2012: 

DA No Development Owner/Applicant Site of Development 

58/12 Demountable classroom St Josephs School 47 Ferrier Street, Lockhart 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

6. RIVERINA WATER COUNTY COUNCIL    (DES/C80-005) 

In April 2012 Council was contacted by solicitors Commins Hendriks Pty Ltd representing Riverina 
Water County Council, in regard to the creation of an easement to accommodate a water main.  The 
water main was proposed to be located just inside the boundary of the Osborne Recreation Ground, 
parallel to the Osborne/Yerong Creek Road.                      
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The matter dated from 2004, it appears that the matter had previously not been concluded by Riverina 
Water County Council.  It is now desired to complete the business. 

Council considered the matter at its Ordinary Meeting held on 15 March, 2004 and with Minute 
Number 23999 resolved: 

i) That Council agrees to the establishment of an easement 4 metres wide through Lot 12, DP 
719930 for the purpose of a water pipeline; 

ii) That Council not seek any compensation for allowing the easement subject to Riverina Water 
meeting all survey and registration costs; and 

iii) That Council‘s consent be conditional upon Riverina Water registering the proposed pipeline with 
the ―Dial Before You Dig‖ service. 

Unfortunately, Council did not resolve to affix the Common Seal to the easement, and a specific 
resolution is required in order to affix the Seal. 

Recommendation: That: 

A. The Common Seal be affixed to the Transfer Granting Easement document, and 

B. The General Manager be authorised to sign the necessary documents to establish the 
easement. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7. UNDERGROUND FUEL STORAGE SYSTEMS (DES/P25-005) 

At the May, 2012 Ordinary Meeting Council considered a report presented for information, on the 
underground fuel storage systems, and the responsibility of Council for their management.  Cr Yates 
asked a question at that meeting regarding underground heating oil tanks. 
Council has investigated the matter further, with the result that underground heating oil tanks are most 
unusual, with local retailers unaware of any in the region.  Nonetheless, any such tanks appear to be 
covered by exactly the same legislation as any other underground tanks used to story any combustible 
or flammable liquids.  Some parts of the legislation refer to ―petroleum‖ while in other parts reference is 
made to ―underground tanks used to store flammable or combustible liquids.‖ 
 

 Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

8. DISABLED TOILET, GREEN STREET, LOCKHART (DES/P60-005) 

At the May, 2012 Ordinary Meeting, Cr Gooden asked a question regarding the disabled toilet in 
Green Street, Lockhart and, in particular, the adequacy of the handrail fitted to the suite. 
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Mrs L Hunt has been kind enough to assist with her advice.  Accordingly, plans are now in place to 
modify the existing handrail, and to install an extra folding handrail, to improve the amenity of this 
facility.  The work will take place as soon as possible. 
 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

9. CONSTRUCTION OF NEW COUNCIL DWELLING (DES/C80-005) 

This matter was considered at the May, 2012 Ordinary Meeting where Council resolved that a further 
report with additional information be provided. 

To reiterate, the following are the figures presented to the May, 2012 meeting, as a ―starting point‖ to 
illustrate the estimated costs of two examples of available project built dwellings. An assumption has 
been made and a particular allotment of land selected (for the exercise) for each dwelling.  The 
contribution toward the cost of the installation of the reticulated water service has also been added. 

The two (2) indicative prices which have been obtained one from a project builder servicing the 
Lockhart area, on the basis of a mid sized 4 bedroom brick veneer, iron roofed dwelling with double 
garage. 

The prices are as follows (nett of GST) 

Option1 Dwelling 224.13m
2
/24.113 squares Option 2 Dwelling 235.15m

2
/25.31 squares 

Application fees $2,100 Application fees  $2,100 
Section 94 contributions $1,825 Section 94 contributions  $1,825 
Landscaping (etc) $3,500 Landscaping (etc)  $3,500 
Sewer Connection fee $1,200 Sewer Connection fee  $1,200 
Long Service Levy $900 Long Service Levy     $900  
Cost of Lot 8 $25,000 Cost of Lot 4                            $25,000 
Contribution to water supply$1,500  Contribution to water supply      $1,500  
Dwelling $224,362 Dwelling                                 $231,323  
 $260,387                                     $267,348 
Council has no specific budget allocation made for such an undertaking, however should Council wish 
to proceed then it is suggested that the funding could be provided as follows (based on a total cost 
estimated to be, for the exercise $270,000 
 
Proceeds from the sale of the Galore Street dwelling  $151,000 
From the reserve for Future Infrastructure Improvements  $119,000 

    $270,000 

 Recommendation: That  
a) the information be noted, or 
b) Council proceed to call tenders for the construction of a new dwelling at the Green 

Street West subdivision. 

Notes: 
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10. LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN, 2004 (the LEP) (DES/P25-030) 

Members will be only too well aware that, for some time, Council‘s LEP has been the subject of 
conversion from its 2004 format to a new ―Template‖, as required by the NSW Department of Planning 
and Infrastructure. 

This process has been funded by the State Government from a reserve created for planning reform 
using compulsory contributions by building developments across NSW.  The grant received by Council 
for this purpose is being expended by the Department itself, through the internal appointment of 
planning consultants.  A significant portion of the grant however is deferred by the Department for 
other works such as a local rezoning and for other planning studies. 

The most contentious parts of the whole process, for Council, have been firstly the 650 hectare 
minimum limit on the erection of a dwelling house.  If the new ―template‖ LEP does not do anything to 
relieve this situation, then it will need to be tacked as a separate issue after the gazettal of the new 
LEP.  Secondly, the issue of sufficient rural residential allotments is of concern, but it is anticipated 
that this part of the overall review may be funded by the Department from the deferred funds. 
Representatives of the Department visited Council on Tuesday 12 June, 2012 to finalise arrangements 
for the exhibition of the new LEP, and a verbal report will be provided to Council on the outcome. 
 
Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

11. DISABLED ACCESS TO PREMISES – DRAFT POLICY   (DES/R40-045) 

At the May 2012 Ordinary Meeting Council resolved to make minor changes and to exhibit the draft for 
comment, with a subsequent report to the June 2012 Ordinary Meeting. 

During the period of exhibition, two (2) responses were received: 

1) Ms S McFarlane wrote a detailed response, a copy of which is included with this business paper 
as Attachment 1.  In summary, the points made by Ms McFarlane are: 

a) A recommendation that an assessment by an Occupational Therapist be required to be 
submitted with each development application.  

(Comment: While a very valuable exercise this would mean another step and an extra cost to be 
borne by the applicant. Such an assessment could be undertaken at any time should the property 
owner wish it). 

b) That all the relevant Australian Standards be specifically listed in the policy.  (Comment: The 
policy already refers to the need for a business owner to build and maintain their ramp “…in 
strict compliance with all relevant standards and codes….”  The state government very regularly 
and unnecessarily changes such standards and codes with ever-increasing complexity.  It is 
suggested that to list all the current codes would risk the policy becoming inaccurate in a very 
short time and to oblige Council to regular review and update the document). 

c) A concern at the recording of Point 7) which states: 

7) Council, as part of its assessment of the Development Application, will consider if there is 
any alternative to locating the ramp on the footpath. 

Ms McFarlane suggests that the ―alternative‖ must still give access to the main entrance and not be, 
for example, a ramp to a rear door. 

(Comment: This is correct, but it was not the intention of the policy to address any entrance other than 
the main entrance, as required by the Disability Discrimination Act).   
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2) Ms Ann Maree McLeod telephoned and said Council is to be congratulated on its proposed 
disabled access policy. She is very happy with it. 

Recommendation: That the draft policy be adopted unchanged.  

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

12. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 6/12 – DISABLED ACCESS RAMP   (DES/DA 61/12) 

Council has received an application (Development Application 61/12) from the proprietors of the 
Lockhart Post Office to install a disabled access ramp on the footpath outside their premises.  A copy 
of the submitted drawings is provided for the information of Councillors as Attachment B 

It is suggested that this is a most worthy endeavour.  However, in consideration of this matter, a 
number of points are made: 

1) The proposed location, on the Green Street footpath would mean that a space of only some 
1400mm would be available for other pedestrians, gophers (etc) between the side of the ramp 
and the existing kerb ramp from the gutter. 

An alternative location is also available for consideration – at the exactly similar location but on 
Matthews Street.  This site would give a space of some 1850mm for pedestrians, but would 
however require the replacement of some 8 square metres of grass with concrete to widen the 
path for safe access. 

A plan is included with Attachment B which shows the layout of the Post Office and the ramp 
locations.  

On this alternative location, discussions have been held with Mr and Mrs Goodwin who agree to 
the change of location for the reasons discussed in the preceding paragraph, but do object to 
paying for the additional paving required – an estimated cost of approximately $1,000.00. 

2) The actual details submitted and provided as Attachment B appear in some respects not to 
comply with the relevant specifications and codes, but this can be resolved with conditions of 
consent, requiring all such outstanding matters to be clarified satisfactorily before the ramp is 
actually installed.  The attached details however give a clear impression of the appearance of 
the ramp in either location. 

3) A further small complying ramp would be required to be provided at the door to the Post Office 
itself. This matter too would be addressed with conditions of consent. 

4) The proposal by Mr and Mrs Goodwin has already been oversighted by Occupational Therapist 
Ms S McFarlane, and her report is also included with Attachment B. 

Recommendation: For the consideration of Council. 

Notes: 
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13. EXISTING DISABLED RAMPS   (DES/R40-045) 

At the May 2012 Ordinary Meeting, Cr Gooden requested that a report be prepared on the existing 
access ramps located on Council‘s footpath. 

Investigations have shown that there are no such ramps in The Rock, but four (4) exist in the main 
street of Lockhart. 

In all cases the ramps have been constructed of steel ―checkerplate‖, all appear to be securely fixed 
and all exhibit different heights, widths and (therefore) slopes.  All exceed the maximum slope of 1:8 
allowable for, for example, a ―kerb ramp‖.  All are brown or ―brownish‖ in colour. 

It is not known how long these ramps have been in place, nor what the relevant legislation required at 
the time.  It is suggested that nonetheless they were installed in a genuine attempt to assist members 
of the community to obtain access to shops. 

Council has no record of any complaints or problems with the ramps to date. Council is however 
indebted to the kind assistance of Mrs Lyn Hunt, who has suggested that in her opinion, while 2 or 3 of 
the existing ramps are actually too steep for some wheelchairs, they nonetheless are of some value in 
assisting other people to access the building. 

It is suggested that these existing ramps are of assistance while they do not comply with current 
standards.  Would it be reasonable to allow them to remain, with some simple common-sense 
changes to reflect the higher standards required by current legislation? 

Recommendation: That  

a) the current ramps be permitted to remain as they are provided that the owners ensure: 

(1) they are painted and maintained with a non-slip finish in a contrasting colour, 

(2) they are painted with the words ―WARNING-STEEP RAMP‖ upon them,  

within 30 days; and 

b) no further such ramps be permitted to be installed. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

14. DEVELOPMENT ON FLOOD PRONE LAND   (DES/F20-015) 

Members will recall that at the May 2012 Ordinary Meeting Council resolved, among other things, to 
make this draft policy available for comment and be considered again at the June 2012 Ordinary 
Meeting. 

No comments have been received on the draft policy. 

Recommendation: That the policy be adopted. 

 

Notes: 
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Finance and Administration Matters 

15. STATEMENT OF FUNDS (MCS/F10-010) 

 

Recommendation: That the Statement of Funds for May 2012 be received. 
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16. AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS – CRITERIA DEVELOPMENT (GM/C15-005) 

Council at its meeting in December 2011 when considering the matter of criteria for future Australia 
Day Awardees requested that the matter be again considered by Council. 

Present members of the Australia Day Awards Committee are the Mayor, Cr Peter Yates, Crs Joy 
Schultz, Anthony Male, Sylvia Mulholland, Leia Thiele and the General Manager. 

Council may request this existing Committee to meet and consider future criteria for Councils‘ 
consideration or Council may wish to establish a new Committee or establish a Committee consisting 
of all Councillors. 

Council may also consider whether it wishes to defer the criteria development for consideration by the 
new Council elected in September 2012. 

Recommendation: For Councils‘ consideration. 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

17. NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS – PRE ELECTION SEMINAR  (GM/E15-020) 

Correspondence was received from the General Manager of Wagga Wagga City Council dated 25 
May 2012 advising that that Council will be conducting a Pre Election Seminar for prospective and 
current Councillors on Monday 2 July 2012 and invited Lockhart Shire Council to participate in the 
program. 

The Seminar will be conducted by Local Government Learning Solutions and held in Wagga Wagga 
Council Chambers commencing at 5:30pm. Details of what would be covered at the Seminar were 
included in the letter. 

Mr Pinyon advises that the seminars are expensive to run and requested a contribution to the cost of 
the seminar being $200 per person should prospective Councillors from Lockhart Shire Council 
register to attend the seminar. 

A proposed advertisement was included with the correspondence indicating that Wagga Council 
intended to commence advertising for the event on Wednesday 13 June. 

Reference was made to the Council file prior to the 2008 Election and a similar request was received 
from Wagga City Council but with much greater notice. 

Council at that time resolved to support the seminar however Council required the attendees to 
contribute $100 towards the cost of attendance and Council would meet the remaining $100. 

Given the inability of the matter to be considered by Council the matter was discussed with the Mayor 
and Wagga Council was advised that Lockhart Shire Council would participate in this seminar based 
on what Council resolved during 2008. 

Accordingly an additional paragraph has been included as advertising material advising along 
Lockhart Shire Council‘s requirements for attendees from Lockhart Shire Council. 

Recommendation: That Council endorse the actions of the Mayor and General Manager in 
participating in the Pre Election Seminar under the conditions as detailed in the body of the report. 

Notes: 
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18. CONSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (GM/S20-020) 

Following representations from Council to the Minister for Local Government regarding the New South 
Wales Government‘s pre-Election commitment to support financial recognition of local government in 
the Australian Constitution the following response has been received from the Minister the Hon Don 
Page MP:- 

“The NSW Government is committed to creating stronger local government in NSW. The Destination 
2036 initiative is a key part of the NSW Government strategy. It seeks to recognise the changing role 
of Local Government and support it to meet the challenges of the future. Ensuring the financial 
sustainability of Councils is of course crucial to this. The NSW Government will, through Destination 
2036 and the recently announced independent review of local government, examine ways to ensure 
Councils are financially sustainable. 

As you are aware the NSW Government supports in principal symbolic recognition as a way of 
enhancing the status of local government. As to financial recognition the Government has carefully 
considered the matter, including the decision of the High Court in Pape vs Commissioner of Taxation. 
On balance the Government has reached the view that amendments to the Constitution should not be 
made in the absence of clear evidence that existing funding arrangements are deficient. Further there 
may be other viable options to improve those arrangements if necessary. 

In light of the above, the NSW Government is not in a position to support financial recognition of local 
government in the Australian Constitution at this time.” 

Recommendation: that the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

19. ANNUAL LEAVE – GENERAL MANAGER (C16) 

The General Manager seeks two (2) weeks annual leave from 3 - 14 September 2012. The Director of 
Environmental Services will be the Acting General Manager. 

Recommendation: That the leave requested be approved.. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

20. ROADWORKS AND SIGNAGE (GM/R40-090) 

Cr Male, who is an apology for this meeting of the Council, has requested the following matters be 
raised: 

3. Urangeline Creek Bridge Road on Albury/Lockhart Road – Mr Frank McRae has 
approached me about the erosion that occurs on this site each time we have a significant rain 
event. He advised me that Council repairs the damage but feels he may have some ideas on 
how to alleviate further damage, given he has lived in the area his entire life. 

4. Seeliger’s Road – I realise that a report will be at Council on this road. 

Firstly, thank you to Council for the extensive works that have been undertaken to bring the 
Class 2 section up to date. Secondly, I am sure we need direction on the earth formation 
section of this road that joins on to Mangoplah Road at the northern end. I have been told the 



Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 18 June 2012 

This is page 20 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Lockhart Shire Council held in 
the Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart – 18 June 2012. 
 
 

  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

school bus uses this route and will continue to do so, as to turn around and travel back along 
the Olympic Highway involves an extremely dangerous right turn onto the highway. Some of the 
adjoining land holders have indicated they would be interested in helping cart gravel to the 
required sections. 

5. Road signs – At the Tourism and Economic Development meeting on Wednesday evening, 
signage was raised as an issue in some parts of our Shire. You would be aware I raised it at 
last meeting in respect to a sign on the Albury Road, as did Cr Mulholland for Lockhart 
township. The committee believes that signs are needed for Lockhart as Sylvia has suggested, 
including the Industrial Park. 

Recommendation: That the Director of Engineering be requested to investigate the matters raised 
and provide a report to the next meeting of Council. 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 
21. CRITERIA FOR RATES REDUCTION FOR RESIDENTS AFFECTED BY MARCH 2012 

FLOODS (DCS/F20-030) 

Council at its meeting on 21 May 2012 resolved in respect to this matter: 

b) That on application from flood affected residents that Council consider the waiving of any 
outstanding interest on rates; 

c) That on application from affected residents who will not be in their property for a period of 
twelve months that Council agree to reduce the sewerage and garbage charges to the 
vacant land charge; and 

d) That a criteria be developed for Councils’ consideration on the possibility of Council waiving 
all service charges on properties whose owners may be unable to return to their properties 
for a period of over twelve (12) months due to natural hazards. 

In respect to b) and c) above Council advised of its Resolution in the May Council newsletter and two 
(2) applications have been received to date. These applications are contained in the Committee of the 
Whole section of this Business Paper for Councils‘ consideration. 

Considerable consideration has been given to d) above, i.e. Council waiving all service charges, 
however it is believed to waive all service charges would not be equitable to vacant land owners who 
are required to also contribute towards the infrastructure of sewer assets and the provision of Waste 
(Tip) facilities which Council has a mandatory obligation to provide. 

Recommendation: That no action be taken to completely waiving sewer and garbage charges to 
owners affected by the March 2012 flood event. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 
22. COAT OF ARMS (DCS/C80-020) 

Council at its meeting on 21 May 2012 in Questions and Statements resolved that a report be bought 
to Council on the appropriateness of the Royal Crest/Coat of Arms recently erected in the Chambers. 

The Coat of Arms is the Royal Coat of Arms. The Coat of Arms appear in court rooms since the 
Monarch is the fount of justice in Australia and the law Court is part of the Court of the Monarch.  
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Judges are official representatives of the crown, demonstrated by the Queens Coat of Arms which sits 
behind the judge on the wall of every court in the land. 

Citizenship Ceremonies 

The Coat of Arms and an official portrait of the Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II are to be displayed. 
The portrait should be placed behind the presiding officer or in another prominent position at the same 
level and to the left (when facing) of the Coat of Arms. 

Recommendation: 

a) That the Coat of Arms continue to be displayed in the Council Chambers in its present location; 
and 

b) That Council acquire a new official portrait of Queen Elizabeth II.  

Notes: 

 

 

 

 
23. INTEGRATED PLANNING & REPORTING (DCS/I13-005) 

Council is now required to adopt all plans as developed under the new Integrated Planning and 
Reporting framework.   

Lockhart Council being a Group 3 Council for implementation of Integrated Planning and Reporting is 
required to adopt the following plans prior to 30 June 2012.  

1. Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022 

2. Resourcing Strategy, which includes: 

 Long Term Financial Plan 2012/13 – 2012/22 

 Asset Management Strategy & Plans 

 Workforce Plan 2012 - 2016   

Resource Strategy documents are included with Memo under separate cover with agenda. 

The other plans, Draft Delivery Program 2012/2016 and Draft Operational Plan 2012/2013 are being 
adopted under item 24 of this Business Paper. 

These Plans will be reviewed as required by the Integrated Planning and Reporting framework being: 

Community Strategic Plan (CSP) – reviewed by new Council and then every 4 years. 

Delivery Program – reviewed within 9 months of Council election then yearly when preparing the 
Operational Plan. 

Operational Plan – reviewed annually. 

Long Term Financial Plan, Workforce Plan and Asset Management Strategy – updated annually as 
part of the development of the Operational Plan and reviewed in detail as part of the 4 yearly review of 
CSP. 

Recommendation: 

a) That Council adopt the Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022, Long Term Financial Plan 2012/13 
– 2012/22, Asset Management Strategy & Plans and Workforce Plan 2012 – 2016 as part of 
Council‘s implementation of Integrated Planning and Reporting; and 

b) That the suite of Integrated Planning and Reporting plans and documents be forwarded to the 
Division of Local Government and displayed on Council‘s website. 

Notes: 
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24. DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2012/2016 & OPERATIONAL PLAN  2012/2013 - 

ADOPTION (DCS/M05-005) 

The Draft Delivery Program and Operational Plan have been placed on exhibition for 28 days in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.  Submissions relating to the Draft Delivery Program 
and Operational Plan were able to be received up to Monday, 28

th
 May 2012 and no submissions were 

received. 

The Draft Delivery Program and Operational Plan allows for a 3.6% increase in General Rate income 
for 2012/2013.  The following table details the rates as presented in the Draft Operational Plan 
2012/2013 reported to Council at the Extraordinary Meeting held on 23

rd
 April 2012.  It outlines the 

name of the rate, the base amount in dollar terms and the ad valorem component of each rate. 

Base Ad Valorem 

Rate/Charge Rate Rate

$ (c in the $)

Ordinary General Rates

Farmland 0 0.272660

Residential 40 0.427433

Residential - Rural 50 0.325789

Residential - Lockhart 100 0.907436

Residential - The Rock 50 0.458177

Residential - Yerong Ck 80 0.490883

Mines 0.000000

Business 120 1.339562

Business - Lockhart 150 1.432846

Business - The Rock 130 0.638412

Business - Yerong Ck 50 1.628905

Special General Rates

Bushfire Services 0 0.017864

Rating Structure  2012/2013
including Bushfire Services Special General Rate 

 

Sewerage Charges based on the principles of Best Practice Guidelines 

Village / Category

Charge 

per 

annum $ Capital charge

Operation

al charge 

per KL $

Meter 

size

Access 

fee per 

year $

Lockhart

Residential - Occupied 464 20 159

Residential - Vacant 159 25 248

Business Per Meter Size 1.80 32 404

Community Per Meter Size 1.80 40 630

Not for Profit Per Meter Size 1.80 50 989

The Rock

Residential - Occupied 408 20 272

Residential - Vacant 272 25 425

Business Per Meter Size 0.78 32 697

Community Per Meter Size 0.78 40 1090

Not for Profit Per Meter Size 0.78 50 1746

 

Yerong Creek

Residential - Occupied 395

Residential - Vacant 257
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Council should now also make the Waste Management Service Charges for the 2012/2013 financial 
year.  The Draft Operational Plan 2012/2013 contains the following: 

Domestic Waste Charge: 

- $43.00 per Assessment 

- Applies to all rateable residential land (no dwelling) for which service is available. 

Domestic Waste Management Service Charge: 

- $210.00 per Assessment 

- Applies to all rateable residential land with a dwelling for which service is available. 

Waste Management Charge – Business: 

- $210.00 per Assessment 

- Applies to all businesses and others (Non Residential) who utilise the garbage collection 
service. 

Waste Management Charge – Additional Collection: 

- $105.00 per Bin collected 

- Applies to all assessments that have more than one bin collected. 

Tip Availability Charge: 

- $43 per Assessment  

- Applies to all assessments that contain an occupiable residence and do not have a garbage bin 
collected. 

Kerbside Recycling Collection Service Charge – Residential: 

- $105.00 per Assessment 

- Applies to all residential properties that receive a recycling waste collection service. 

Kerbside Recycling Collection Service Charge – Business: 

- $105.00 per Assessment 

- Applies to all Businesses that receive a recycling waste collection service. 

Recommendation: 

a) that the Draft Delivery Program 2012/2016 and Draft Operational Plan 2012/2013 be adopted; 

b) that, pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulation 
1993, expenditure required to finance works, service and activities of the Council for the 
financial year 2012/2013 as detailed in the estimates section of the Council‘s Operational Plan 
2012/2013 be approved and voted accordingly; 

c) that Council make and levy the Rates and Charges for the 2012/13 financial year as presented 
in this report; 

d) that the schedule of fees and charges for 2012/13 as outlined in the Draft Operational Plan 
2012/2013 be adopted; 

e) that the General Manager be directed to prepare and serve the rate notices for the 2012/13 
financial year; and  

f) that the interest charge on overdue rates be set at the maximum permitted by the Division of 
Local Government of 10% for the 2012/13 financial year. 

 

Notes: 
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25. CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT (GM/C40-005) 

On 12 April 2012 two local residents emailed an official letter of complaint to the General Manager of 
Council concerning alleged actions by a Councillor of Lockhart Shire Council. 

Given the complaint emanated from local residents against a Councillor the General Manager 
engaged an external Conduct Reviewer to investigate the allegations. 

This independent person, who is a member of the Panel of External Qualified Persons appointed by 
the REROC Executive was engaged by Council on 20 April 2012. 

The Independent Reviewer advised of the processes which he undertook once appointed by Council: 

- Contacted the Complainant and the Councillor concerned to explain his appointment as 
Reviewer and to explain how the review would be carried out. 

- Met with the Councillor from Lockhart Shire Council at the Reviewers office on 27 April 2012 at 
9:00am. 

- Contacted the Complainants to arrange to meet with the External Reviewer on 30 April 2012 at 
10:00am. 

- Due to a death in the family the need to travel interstate for the funeral the meeting was 
rescheduled for 2 May 2012 at 2:00pm. 

- On 1 May 2012 the External Reviewer received a telephone message from the Complainant 
advising that they would cancel the meeting on 2 May 2012 and would make another 
appointment at a later date. 

- On 11 May 2012 the External Reviewer received a telephone call from the Complainants 
advising that they would not be meeting with him as they do not want to participate in the 
review. This was confirmed in subsequent telephone discussions with the Complainants. 

The External Reviewers findings were as follows: 

―Allowing a period of time before finalising my review to give the Complainants a chance to change 
their minds about not participating in the Review, I can only conclude that this matter is now 
completed. 

My findings are that due to the initial Complainants not participating in the Review I cannot make any 
comments or recommendations on this matter and can only conclude that this matter has now come to 
a finalisation.‖ 

The cost to Council to engage the External Code of Conduct Reviewer is $1,800.00 plus GST and 
given the Complainants would not agree to meet with the External Reviewer Council may wish to give 
consideration to seeking  some form of compensation from the Complainants. 

Recommendation: For Council‘s consideration. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 
26. LOCKHART & DISTRICT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION – BANNER POLE (GM/C45-020) 

A letter was received from the Lockhart & District Progress Association on 12 June 2012 requesting 
Council give consideration to financially assisting with the installation of Banner Poles to advertise 
events and the like, which it is assumed would be placed in Green Street, Lockhart. 

A copy of the letter is enclosed under separate cover. 
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As the request was received on 12 June with the Council meeting on 18 June 2012 it has not been 
possible to fully investigate the request received. 

Accordingly the matter will be investigated and a report will be provided to the July meeting of Council. 

Recommendation: That the information be noted. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

27. LOCKHART SHIRE PLANNED NATIONAL BROADBAND NETWORK SERVICES(T/EDO/T15-005) 

Council at its meeting on 21 May 2012 requested a report be brought back to Council on the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) issues which will affect the Lockhart Shire Council area.Optic fibre will be 
rolled out across Australia delivering high speed internet services to 97% of the population, making its 
way to major centres across the country. 
The National Broadband Network (NBN) is Australia's first national wholesale-only, open access 
communications network and is being built to bring high speed broadband and telephone services 
within the reach of all Australian premises. The NBN will give every Australian greater access to goods 
and services, no matter where they live. 

Currently five main technologies are used to deliver broadband to residential consumers in Australia, 
Telstra's copper network (ADSL; ADSL 2+), Telstra and Optus HFC networks, Fibre, Wireless and 
Satellite. Each of these technologies compete effectively for a share of the broadband market at 
relatively low average expected user speeds, technologies, other than fibre, each have technical 
limitations that make delivery at higher speeds increasingly difficult. 

NBN Co are currently working towards connecting the Lockhart Shire to the National Broadband 
Network Current plans of NBN Co. indicate the NBN service across the Lockhart Shire will be via 
wireless and satellite. To fully comprehend the impact of the NBN across Australia and practically 
Lockhart it is important consider the following; 

1. The management and structure of the NBN.  
2. The Advantages Of The National Broadband Network 
3. Coverage of the NBN 
4. The NBN impact on Lockhart Shire 

1.The Management and Structure of the National Broadband. 

NBN Co is a wholly Federal Government owned company established to design, build and operate the 
National Broadband network. NBN is a wholesale service and will sell internet services to the 
providers. The providers will have a contract with the consumer.  

The NBN Co will utilise and deliver the Broadband network via three types of technology- fibre, fixed 
wireless and satellite, depending on location. 

a) Fibre Optic,  

 Broadband will be delivered to residents of towns with 1000 or more households.  

 The broadband technology is delivered to the premises via an optic fibre. An optic fibre is a thin glass 
or plastic strand that carries light along its length. Light from lasers is shone down the fibre and 
detected by a receiver at the other end of the fibre.  

 Optic fibre is capable of transmitting information at a very high rate over very long distances. It can 
transmit data much faster than copper or wireless technologies and will be able to meet increasing 
demands for bandwidth.  
There is a trend among countries—such as Japan, South Korea, Denmark and Sweden—towards 
rolling out optic fibre to homes and businesses (also known as ‗fibre to the premises‘) as the 
preferred technology for delivering next-generation broadband. This is because fibre to the premises 
technology demands for bandwidth in the future.  
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That capacity allows households and businesses to use a wide range of high-bandwidth online 
applications simultaneously.  

 The NBN fibre service will provide all users with access to speeds greater than many experience on 
ADSL today and offer a more stable and reliable broadband service.  

 The NBN will also significantly reduce download times for content with high-bandwidth 
requirements—such as television programs, documentaries and movies. 

 
b) Wireless, 

 Broadband services delivered over air from a radio network base station/towers to an antenna 
network device installed in each home or business within townships.  

 The coverage of the wireless network is determined by the topography and geography of the 
area. 

 A free instillation service of residential antenna device installed on request of the resident.  

 Areas unable to receive the wireless signal will receive broadband services via satellite. 

 Fixed wireless broadband is similar to a fixed-line broadband service. The key difference is that it 
is delivered through the air instead of through an optic fibre cable.  

 Fixed wireless broadband provides a connection over the air from a radio base station to an 
antenna, which is typically attached to the outside of a home or business.  

 Fixed wireless networks—unlike mobile networks— are engineered to meet the speed and 
service requirements for a specific number of users in the coverage area. That means the 
bandwidth available for each fixed wireless customer is more consistent and stable than for 
mobile network customers, even during peak times.  

 The NBN fixed wireless service will provide all users with access to speeds greater than many 
experience on ADSL today and offer a more reliable broadband service.  

 The initial wireless upload speed will provide sufficient bandwidth to deliver standard definition 
video. The service is also expected to support videoconferencing and a range of e-health and e-
learning services.  

c) Satellite,  

 Satellite broadband is the delivery of broadband data to homes and businesses over a satellite. 
Broadband services will be transmitted to the satellite and onto the receiver on each home or 
business. 

 Satellite broadband is generally used where terrestrial broadband—optic fibre, copper wire DSL, 
wireless broadband access—is not available.  

 Satellite broadband services offer coverage over large areas—a single satellite can provide 
coverage for all of Australia and external territories.  

 NBN Co Limited will launch two next-generation Ka-band satellites to provide access to the NBN 
outside the fibre and wireless footprints. These satellites will be purpose-built to provide high-
speed broadband for Australians.  

 The NBN long term satellite service will provide all users with access to speeds greater than 
many experience on ADSL today and offer a more stable and reliable broadband service.  

 The initial satellite upload speed will provide sufficient bandwidth to deliver standard definition 
video. The service is also expected to support videoconferencing and a range of e-health and e-
learning services.  

 The NBN long-term satellite service is expected to be available in 2015, when NBN Co will launch 
two next-generation satellites.  

 This means many Australians in rural and regional areas will receive satellite broadband services 
well before some metropolitan areas receive fibre services. 

 This service is designed to provide a transition from the Australian Broadband Guarantee (ABG) 
program previously managed by the Department of Broadband Communications and Digital 
Economy. 

 Eligible households, small businesses and Indigenous communities will need to order broadband 
services from a participating retail service provider. 
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Current plans of NBN Co. indicate the NBN service across the Lockhart Shire will be via wireless and 
satellite. 

Pricing 

 The NBN will offer services at a uniform national wholesale price, which will give every community in 
rural and regional Australia the opportunity to get fairer access to affordable high-speed broadband. 
While retail pricing levels will be a matter for retail service providers that utilise the network, it is 
anticipated the level and range of retail prices will be comparable to existing prices in the market 
today, while providing a better service. 

A network with these characteristics accessible to households and businesses throughout Australia 
provides a platform on which new services and applications, requiring these features, can be 
developed or can be deployed on a wider scale. 

Speed 

The National Broadband Network (NBN) is a new high-speed broadband network comprising three 
technologies — optic fibre, fixed wireless and next-generation satellite — which will provide faster, 
more reliable broadband access to all Australian premises. 

 93 per cent of premises will have access to the NBN through optic fibre to the premises, capable of 
providing broadband speeds of up to one gigabit per second. 

 7 per cent of premises will have access to the NBN through next-generation, high-speed fixed 
wireless and satellite technologies, providing peak speeds of 12 megabits per second. 

Currently, Australia mostly relies on an ageing copper telecommunications network to connect homes 
to the internet. As a result, our broadband performance lags behind many of the world‘s more 
advanced countries. 
The NBN rollout represents a significant leap in the quality and speed of broadband access currently 
available to most Australians, and is part of a comprehensive plan to prepare Australia‘s 
telecommunications infrastructure for the future. 

 The NBN will give every Australian greater access to goods and services, no matter where they live. 

 It will also change the way healthcare and education can be delivered by allowing people to access 
more information and services online — particularly in regional and remote areas. 

 High-speed broadband will also promote efficiency, productivity and new opportunities for 
businesses, helping them to reach more customers, improve logistics and create new ways of working. 

 The new high-speed, national broadband network will progressively replace the ageing copper 
network in optic fibre areas. 

 The NBN will provide faster, more reliable broadband access to all Australian homes and businesses 
through a mix of optic fibre, fixed wireless and next-generation satellite technologies. 

2. The Advantages of The National Broadband Network  
Australian businesses—regardless of their size or location—have the opportunity to reduce costs, 
increase efficiency and grow by:  

 possibly reducing the need for a physical presence  
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 accessing sophisticated applications such as real-time online tools through cloud computing  

 allowing businesses to expand their markets and customer base and to compete in a national or 
global marketplace by transacting online through data-rich websites, showing video and high-
resolution images of products and services  

 offering more flexible work practices through greater scope for teleworking  

 allowing businesses more choice in their location, including in rural and regional Australia.  
 

Healthcare and elderly services, the NBN will provide the connectivity to services will allow people to 
stay in their homes for longer by facilitating home-based monitoring by healthcare professionals—this 
will reduce hospitalisation rates and delay the need for people to go into residential aged care.  
The NBN service will; 

 allow telehealth services, which require reliable, high-speed broadband, to become part of the 
primary healthcare system between a patient at home and their GP—allowing patients to avoid 
travelling provide access to specialist healthcare through telehealth consultations to patients in 
rural and regional Australia who would otherwise not have ready access to such services. 

 allow remote training of health professionals and specialists to ensure they continue to be  
up-skilled.  

 Allow specialists to assist local health professionals in emergency situations through high-
definition videoconferencing.  

Education institutions and the homes of students will change the way students and teachers 
access information, collaborate and communicate with each other:  

 distance and isolation will no longer be a barrier to getting access to the best specialist teachers 
in Australia—students will be able to join virtual classrooms and learn with other students located 
across the country  

 collaborative learning between education institutions, both domestically and internationally, will be 
possible  

 schools in rural and regional Australia with small numbers will be able to join with other schools to 
ensure students are exposed to differing views, cultures and experience  

 university students will be able to access courses from universities located anywhere in Australia 
or even overseas—participating in face-to-face lectures and tutorials in real-time.  

 The high-speed broadband services offered by the NBN across Australia will enrich the 
classroom experience by allowing greater use of online educational resources, including 
video, and increased collaboration beyond the classroom. 

Government support service delivery will facilitate new service delivery models through the 
NBN that can reduce costs and increase consumer satisfaction:  

 the government‘s Interacting with Government Report 2009 demonstrates that, given a choice, 
most people would prefer to use an e-government channel to access a government service.  

 ubiquitous, reliable broadband will allow many government services to be accessed online in a 
way people prefer  clients in regional Australia will be able to obtain face-to-face assistance 
online rather than having to travel to a shopfront service delivery agencies will be able to provide 
clients with access to experts irrespective of their location.  

The environmental influence of the NBN will change the way people conduct their business, 
and assist the way the environment is managed—both natural resources and the built 
environment including:  

 access to digital tools to demand manage household consumption of resources  

 high-quality, high-definition videoconferencing that will reduce the need for long distance travel as 
collaboration can occur online, rather than in person  

 homes will interact with smart-grid energy systems to manage overall energy consumption and 
demand—this will reduce peak energy consumption and generation requirements  

 sensor networks and applications to allow farming and agriculture better access to information 
such as soil moisture and weather conditions.  
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3.TheCoverage  
The map of Australia and the map of NSW (Attachment C) indicate NBN coverage and shows 
indicative depiction only of the fibre and wireless components of the National Broadband Network. The 
information in this map is based on initial detailed modelling work done by NBN Co which may change 
following more detailed planning and design work. The map also assumes that satellite services will 
be provided to remaining premises.  

 The fibre modelling is based on NBN Co's current optical fibre design rules rather than detailed 
premise location and density and may not result in immediate coverage of all locations within the 
indicated fibre footprint. 

 The wireless modelling does not take into account terrain modelling and clutter, and may not 
result in immediate coverage of all locations. The coverage of the wireless NBN is determined by 
the topography, geography and the presence of existing infrastructure. 

4 The NBN Impact on Lockhart Shire 

The fibre optic cable will travel through the Lockhart Shire along the Olympic Highway passing through 
The Rock and Yerong Creek. The high speed internet service delivered by the optic fibre will not be 
accessed by the Lockhart Shire townships as the townships do not reach the population threshold set 
in the NBN Co criteria. A Commercial in Confidence report, detailing the fixed wireless network 
deployment across the Lockhart Shire, is attached under separate cover.  

 The Lockhart Shire will be serviced by wireless and satellite delivering faster internet speed than 
currently experienced. 

 Will have access to faster internet service than is currently available. 

 Will require the installation of towers within Lockhart and The Rock townships to deliver the 
wireless service. 

 Wireless service will only be available to Lockhart and The Rock townships, the remaining areas 
including villages and towns will be connected to satellite.  

The NBN will vary according to the delivery mode.  Fibre optic will deliver speeds of one gigabit per 
second, which will impact on the economic potential of the area and the availability of the high speed 
internet will be a major consideration for business and industry when considering relocating of 
establishing new businesses.  

It is possible that some businesses may consider relocating from areas without high speed access to 
an area where high speed internet is available.  

In the current NBN roll out proposal plan the Lockhart Shire will receive wireless broadband that will 
provide peak speeds of 12 megabits per second. This will only be available in Lockhart and The Rock. 
The fibre optic cable will travel through the Shire along the Olympic Highway travelling through The 
Rock and Yerong Creek.  

Council should be aware that, as the fibre optic broadband internet service is rolled out across 
Australia it will pass through many smaller communities some of these communities will be able to 
access high speed fibre optic broadband, including Kimba SA. Kimba is a rural service town on the 
Eyre Highway at the top of Eyre Peninsula in South Australia. At the 2006 census, Kimba had a 
population of 636. 

Taking into consideration the plan include communities smaller than The Rock in the NBN rollout it 
may be possible to persuade NBN Co to reconsider the opportunity for The Rock to access the fibre 
optic  fast speed broadband network.  

Recommendation: That Council actively pursue access to the high speed internet service for The 
Rock and possibly Yerong Creek as the Optic fibre roll out will travel through both towns. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyre_Highway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyre_Peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_in_Australia


Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 18 June 2012 

This is page 30 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Lockhart Shire Council held in 
the Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart – 18 June 2012. 
 
 

  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

28. FIXING AND PAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 2012/2013(GM/C85-035) 

Section 248(1) of the Local Government Act states as follows: 

1) A Council must pay each Councillor an annual fee; 

2) A Council may fix the annual fee and if it does so it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal; 

3) The annual fee so fixed must be the same for each Councillor; 

4) A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by 
the Remuneration Tribunal. 

Further, Section 249 of the Local Government Act states as follows: 

1) Council must pay the Mayor an annual fee; 

2) The annual fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a councillor; 

3) The Council may fix the annual fee and if it does so it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal; 

4) A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by 
the Remuneration Tribunal. 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined that an increase of 2.5% in the fees for 
Councillors and Mayor for the next financial year is appropriate. This increase will come into effect on 
1 July 2012. 

Lockhart Shire Council is classified as a Category Rural Council by the Tribunal. 

The permissible fees for Category Rural Councils are thus now as follows: 

  Minimum Maximum 

 Councillor $7,740 pa $10,220 pa 

 Mayor (additional) $8,220 pa $22,310 pa 

The present fees paid to Councillors are $7,560.00 and the Mayoral fee is $14,810.00 as determined 
in June 2011.  

The 2012/2013 Operational Budget has been prepared allowing for Councillors fees of $9,970, which 
was the maximum permissible Councillor fee for Category Rural Councils in 2011/2012 and a Mayor 
allowance of $15,180, which is a 2.5% increase on the 2011/12 allowance. 

 Council resolution 106/12 at it‘s April 2012 meeting resolved:  

That Council consider the annual fees payable to Councillors on receipt of the determination from the 
NSW Government Remuneration Tribunal for 2012/2013. 

Recommendation: Submitted for Council‘s consideration. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 



Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 18 June 2012 

 

This is page 31 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Lockhart Shire Council held in 
the Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart – 18 June 2012. 
 
 

  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

 

Delegates’ Reports 

1. LOCAL GOVERNMENT SHIRES ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 2012 (GM/S20-005) 

Council was represented at the NSW Local Government Shires Association Conference held from 4 – 
6 June 2012 in Sydney. Council was represented by the Mayor, Cr Peter Yates, Cr Leia Thiele, Cr Joy 
Schultz and the General Manager. The Mayor was Council‘s Voting Delegate. 

The highlight of the first morning was the presentation to Cr Joy Schultz, receiving her Outstanding 
Service Award (21 years) from the Premier of New South Wales, Barry O‘Farrell, and the President of 
the Shires Association, Cr Ray Donald. 

The Delegates were welcomed to Sydney by the Mayor of Sydney, Cr Clover Moore MP, and 
addresses included those from the President, Cr Ray Donald, who provided a brief overview of the 
current matters affecting local government at the moment and also mentioned that if One Association 
is successful this could be the last conference of the Shires Association of NSW. 

The Premier of New South Wales, the Hon Barry O‘Farrell MP, stressed that it was his governments 
determination to forge a better working relationship with local government throughout NSW and also 
highlighted some of the matters which the state government will be addressing in the near future. 

The Hon Don Page MP, Minister for Local Government, also addressed the conference and reiterated 
the words of the Premier, that it was his intention to ensure that he was the Minister ―for Local 
Government and there to represent the views of the local government industry‖. 

The Minister referred to the three members of the Local Government Review Panel which have been 
announced and believed that these three people will have a significant contribution towards the future 
of local government in NSW. 

Details were provided on the question of One Association for local government in NSW and the 
conference was advised that the secret ballot will be undertaken in the near future and it is hoped that 
the matter will be concluded prior to the September 2012 Council elections as new Councillors would 
not have the background information in respect to the proposal. 

The first speaker on the second day of the conference was the Leader of the State Opposition, Mr 
John Robertson MP, who expressed some concern as to the direction of the NSW Government and 
provided some details of what the Labour Government would introduce if elected at the next election. 

An interesting panel discussion was undertaken with Miss Katrina Hodgkinson, Minister for Primary 
Industries and Minister for Small Business, the Hon Brad Hazzard, Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure, and Mr Steve Whan, Opposition Shadow Minister for Resources and Primary Industries, 

Shadow Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Hospitality and Racing. 

The Minister for Planning stressed to the conference that he believed that in the past the Department for 
Planning was not giving due consideration to matters raised by local councils and he is attempting to 
change this culture. He invited Council who have any problems with regard the Department of Planning to 
contact his office. He also referred to the LEP process presently being undertaken by many Councils 
throughout NSW, including Lockhart Shire, and stated that there was the ability for Councils to approach the 
Department of Planning regarding any issues in respect to the LEP preparations and alterations. 

The conference was also addressed by Mr Ross Woodward, Chief Executive of the Division of Local 
Government, who provided an update on the 2036 project and what had been achieved at the Dubbo 
conference during August 2011. Mr Woodward advised that he was pleased  with the progress being made 
in respect to the major items identified at the Dubbo conference and much time and effort is being put in 
place to ensure the outcomes from the conference has been achieved. Mr Woodward invited the 
Chairperson of the Independent Review Panel on Local Government, Professor Graham Sansom, to 
address the conference. 

Prof Sansom outlined the terms of reference for the Review Panel and advised that the Panel will shortly be 
forwarding questionnaires to all Councils throughout NSW seeking basic details on the Councils operations. 

Prof Sansom also advised that the Panel would be holding some 20 regional meetings throughout NSW in 
which representations could be made to the panel. 

The report from the Independent Panel is to be made available to the NSW Government by July 2013. 

The conference was also addressed by the Hon Michael Gallacher, Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services, who spoke mainly about the operations of the Emergency Services including the SES and the 
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RFS and also advised that he was available to speak with any Council regarding Police or Emergency 
Services issues. 

The final address at the conference was from the Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP, Minister for Transport, and 
the Hon Duncan Gay, Minister for Roads and Ports. 

The Ministers provided details to the conference on matters which are being planned for their respective 
portfolios and to some extent concentrated on the works required on the Pacific Highway in NSW towards 
the Queensland border. 

There were in excess of 150 Motions considered by the conference, the vast majority being approved by 
the conference. 

One decision which was approved at the conference was that the Delegates believe that local government 
should withdraw from the operations of the Rural Fire Service (RFS). The conference Delegates 
overwhelmingly supported the Motion calling on the RFS to take over all Council owned RFS vehicles, 
equipment and assets. This includes handing back the RFS all the financial and physical management, 
maintenance and administration of local RFS units and paves the way for the RFS to improve Local Liaison 
Committee engagement processes including constructive community consultation for local budget 
expenditure. 

Councils have been dissatisfied with the operational and administrative arrangements between the RFS 
and Councils and the conference felt it was time to develop a new relationship that reflect current reality. 
However it was made clear at the conference that the decision has nothing to do with the dedicated work 
that RFS volunteers carry out in times of great need in their local community. 

Recommendation: That the Delegates Report be received. 

 

Correspondence 

1. LOCKHART & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY (H15-010) 

The Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Lockhart & District Historical Society held on 26 April 2012 
have been received and are available for perusal by Councillors. 

2. REGIONAL ARTS NSW (T25-010) 

The Annual Report for 2011 for Regional Arts NSW has been received and is available for perusal by 
Councillors. 

3. RIVERINA EASTERN REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS (R30-005) 

The Minutes of the Board Meeting held Wednesday 24 April 2012 at Wagga Wagga City Council have 
been received and are available for perusal by Councillors. 

4. KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL NSW (E30-035) 

The Annual Report for the year ending 31 December 2011 for the Keep Australia Beautiful Council 
NSW has been received and is available for perusal by Councillors. 

5. CITY OF WAGGA WAGGA (R40-015) 

Wagga Wagga City Council has replied to Councils‘ letter regarding the underscoring beneath the 
bridge on Bullenbong Road, advising that the matter has been referred to their Director of 
Infrastructure Services for action and response. 

Recommendation: that the Précis of Correspondence 1 to 5 be received. 
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ITEM 12 – DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 6/12 – DISABLED ACCESS RAMP
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